\ 


a 

~~ 

5 4 
np 


THE 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


OCTOBER, 1839. 


MEMOIR OF SELINA, COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON. PART II. 


Tur readiness of Lady Huntingdon to 
avail herself of opportunities to do good, 
and to encourage the efforts of devoted 
servants of Christ in different sections 
of the church, was in some cases evinced 
in reference to ministers of the Baptist 
denomination. When Abraham Booth 
composed his “ Reign of Grace,” he was 
pastor of a small church at Sutton Ash- 
field, in Nottinghamshire. The manu- 
script was mentioned to Mr. Venn, the 
evangelical vicar of Huddersfield, and he, 
hearing a pleasing account of Mr. Booth’s 
life and ministry, desired to peruse it, 
“though he entertained no raised ex- 
pectations concerning it.” But, “to 
my great surprise,” says Mr. Venn, 
“there appeared to me in it the marks 
of a genius, joined with the feelings of a 


Christian heart; a vigour of style much 


above what is common in our best reli- 
gious writers; in his reasoning, clear- 
ness and force, and in his doctrine, an 
apostolic purity... . . I flatter myself, 
also, that this work will prove both so 
pleasing and useful to men of an evan- 
gelical taste, that some better situation 
may be found for Mr. Booth—a situation 
proper for a man whom God hath en- 


-dowed with abilities, and a taste for good 


learning; so that he shall be no more 
subject to the necessity of manual la- 
bour.” Mr. Booth’s treatise having been 
committed to the press, Mr. Venn wrote 
to Lady sapere fe respecting it in 
these terms— ‘1 have just been the 
means of publishing a work which, all 


‘things considered, your ladyship will 


doubtless think a very extraordinary one. 
The author is very poor, has seven chil- 
dren, and was never taught more than 
or write. The title of the book 
e-Reign of Grace from its Rise to 
I.---FOURTH SERIES. 


its Consummation.’ Some things there 
are in it which I am sure would exceed- 
ingly delight you; and from the rage 
with which they rail against me at Hali- 
fax for causing it to be published, I trust 
the old serpent feels it strikes at his 
throne.” As soon as Mr. Booth’s work 
was in circulation, Lady Huntingdon 
procured a number of copies, which she 
distributed in every direction, and re- 
commended the author to several of her 
dissenting friends of the Baptist denomi- 
nation in London. Her Ladyship wrote 
to Dr. Gifford, and sent him several co- 
pies of the “ Reign of Grace,” requesting 
him to use his utmost efforts in promo- 
ting the welfare of the deserving author. 
Some of the members of the church in 
Prescot Street, Goodman’s fields, (then 


destitute of a pastor,) having read the 


book, and being much pleased with it, 
invited Mr. Booth to preach to them on 
trial. He afterwards received a unani- 
mous call, and was ordained pastor of © 
the church on February 16,1769. Lady 
Huntingdon being at that time in Lon- 
don, was present on the interesting oc- 
casion, and ever after maintained a 
friendly intercourse with Mr. Booth. 

Dr. Gifford was at that time pastor of 
the Baptist church in Eagle Street, 
don, and Librarian of the British 
seum. Ina letter to Lady Huntingdon, 
Mr. Whitefield speaks of Dr. Gifford as 


- <a 


Lon-_-— 
Ma. 


having introduced him to the Speaker of _ 


the House of Commons on a remarkable 
occasion. Mr. €. Wesley, accompanied 
by several preachers, had been in Ire-_ 
land, and had undergone a violent per- 
secution at Cork. Application was made 


1 


‘to the Mayor, but redress could not be 


obtained ; and the grand jury made that 
memorable presentment which is worthy 
3P ‘ 
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of being preserved in their records to all } here: well, better is truth from the 


succeeding generations :— We find and 
present Charles Wesley to be a person of 
ill-fame, a vagabond, and a common dis- 
turber of his Majesty's peace; and we 
pray that he may be transported!” Si- 
milar presentments were made against 
eight Methodist preachers, and some re- 
spectable citizens who belonged to the 
Methodist society. A statement of the 
indignities and hardships they under- 
went was forwarded to Lady Hunting- 
don and Mr. Whitefield, by Mr. Lunell, 
a respectable banker in Dublin. Her 
Ladyship being then at Donnington 
Park in Leicestershire, requested Mr. 
4 Whitefield to wait on the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, in her name, and 
5 demand redress. “I have been with 
the Speaker,” says he; “Dr. Gifford in- 
troduced me, and opened the matter 
well. His Honour expressed a great re- 
gard for your Ladyship, and great resent- 
ment at the indignities the poor sufferers 
underwent; but said, Lord Harrington, 
or the Secretary of State, were the most 
proper persons to be applied to; he did 
s not doubt that your Ladyship’s applica- 
: tion would get their grievances redressed. 
He treated me with great candour, and 

assured me no hurt was designed us by 

the state.” 
It was in the Tabernacle at Norwich, 
then the property of Lady Huntingdon, 
that the late Rev. Mark Wilks began his 
ministerial course in that city. He had 

been previously an itinerant among the 

villagers of Warwickshire, and a curious 

account is given of his first appearance 

in Norwich tabernacle. His long hair 

fell carelessly upon his shoulders, his 
- slender person and ruddy countenance 

gave him an appearance of youth beyond 

what he possessed, and impressed upon 

him the character of a stripling. The 
whole of his demeanour was illuminated 
by the fire of affectionate zeal, and by 
an earnestness which gave proof that 
«*He was honest in the sacred cause.” 
In his prayer there was nothing to excite 
the peculiar attention, or to elevate the 
expectation of his audience; but his 
ext, the striking and emphatic tone in 
lich he repeated it, and.the manner 
of introducing his sermon, effectually 
ensured him the undivided and untired 
cention of his hearers. He read his 
‘There is a Jad here, with five 
y loaves, and two small fishes.” A 
ensued ; then, in his own 


er he repeated —* A lad | 


mouth ofa lad, than error from that of a 
man.” He again repeated, “ A lad here 
and this lad does not come empty- 
handed: five barley loaves and two fishes ; 
if it is coarse fare, at least it is whole- 
some.” This is a slight specimen of the 
manner in which he introduced his sub- 
ject and himself to the notice of his new 
congregation, and in which he seemed 
to assert, through the simile of the loaves 
and fishes, the quality of talent to which 
he made pretensions. The object of his 
discourse, however, was not himself: he 
exhibited the value of the gospel, in 
language and with a manner so impres- 
sive and solemn, as to rivet the attention 
of his hearers, and seemed to cast over 
every countenance a shade of deep re- 
flection and solemn feeling. His next 
subject was that of the wild gourds ; 
and the succeeding one from Nehemiah, 
“There is much rubbish, so that we are 
not able to build the wall.’ When a 
few years afterwards Mr. Wilks with-~ 
drew from the Tabernacle, her Ladyship 
recommended him to several destitute 
congregations. Some of his former 
hearers, however, seceding, formed a 
new congregation, and Mr. Wilks being 
invited to return and settle with them, 
did so, and soon afterwards formed the 
second Baptist church in Norwich. 

An occurrence which took place in 
1771 will illustrate the influential posi- 
tion of the Countess as wellas the zeal 
which she habitually evinced. Dr. 
Cornwallis, archbishop of Canterbury; 
during the preceding winter, had given 
several large balls and convivial routs at 
his palace. Mrs. Cornwallis was also 


recognized in all the journals of the day 


as a leading personage in the fashion- 
able world, who eclipsed everybody by 
the splendour and magnificence of her 
equipages and_ entertainments. These 
outrages on all decency attracted the 
notice of every friend to propriety, and = 
even drew forth many satirical observa- 
tions from some of the gay personages 
who were most frequent at the palace. 
Although Lady Huntingdon did not feel 
herself called upon to be'a regulator of 
public morals, she nevertheless felt that 
such gross violations of established order 
and decency required some check. With 
the Archbishopehie Ladyship was unac- 
quainted ; but, through the medium of. 
a family connexion, she resolved on ma 
ing some attempt, ina gee way, to] 
astop to what was so loudly comp 
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of on all sides. George, first Marquis of 
Townshend, had married her Ladyship’s 
cousin, Lady Charlotte Compton, only 
surviving child of the Earl of Northamp- 
ton, who inherited in his own right the 
baronies of Compton and Ferrars of 
Chartley. The marquis was nephew, by 
marriage, to Charles, Earl of Cornwallis, 
brother to the Archbishop ; and, by this 
means, Lady Huntingdon obtained an 
audience with his Grace of Canterbury, 
having been introduced by the Marquis 
. Townshend, who attended her to the 
palace, and seconded her Ladyship’s re- 
monstrances. Although this matter was 
conducted with the utmost privacywand 
delicacy on the part of Lady Hunting- 
don and the Marquis Townshend, his 
Grace was violently offended, and Mrs. 
Cornwallis scrupled not to ridicule and 
reprobate Lady Huntingdon in all the 
fashionable circles. But this, instead of 
having the effect she so much desired, 
only drew additional odium on the 
Archbishop, whose popularity sustained 
a severe shock by a line of proceeding 
so utterly inconsistent with the gravity 
and decorum of the sacred character. of 
a prelate. Lady Huntingdon, having 
failed in this attempt, next applied to 
Mr. Madan; whose brother, Dr. Spencer 
Madan, afterwards bishop of Peterbo- 
rough, had married Lady Charlotte 
Cornwallis, niece to the Archbishop of 


Canterbury. But his Grace, still disre-. 


garding all remonstrance, and becoming 
more violent in his abuses of those whom 
he was pleased to brand as Methodists 
and hypocrites, Lady Huntingdon made 
application for a private audience with 
the King, which was most graciously 
granted. On the, day appointed, her 
- Ladyship, accompanied by the Duchess 
of Ancaster and Lord Dartmouth, went 
~~ to the king’s palace at Kew ; where she 
was received in the most gracious man- 
ner by both their majesties. The King 
listened to every thing she said with 
great dignity and marked earnestness, 
but with evident emotion. ‘ Madam,” 
said he, “the feelings you have dis- 
covered, and the conduct you have 
adopted on this oceasion, are highly 
creditable to you. 
behaviour has been slightly hinted to 
‘me already ; but now, that I have a cer- 
tainty of his proceedings, and most un- 
gracious conduct towards your Lady- 
hip, after your trouble in rémonstrating 
ith him, I shall interpose my authority, 


The Archbishop’s | 


see what that will do towards Ten 
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forming such indecent practices.” Lady 
Huntingdon had the honour of conver- 
sing with their majesties for upwards of 
an hour, on a great variety of topics. 
The king and also the queen compli- 
mented her Ladyship in the highest 
terms, on the many beneyolent actions 
which had been reported to them, and 
her great and commendable zeal in the 
cause of religion. His Majesty then told 
Lady Huntingdon, that he was no 
stranger to her proceedings ; but added, 
that he often found it difficult to obtain 
an unprejudiced account of what she 
said and did. “I have been told so 
many odd stories of your Ladyship,” 
said the King, “that I am free to con- 
fess, I felt a great degree of curiosity to 
see if you were at all like other women ; 
and I am happy in having an opportu- 
nity of assuring your Ladyship of the 
very good opinion I have of you, and 
how very highly I estimate your charac- 
ter, your zeal, and abilities, which can- 
not be consecrated to a more noble pur- _ 
pose.” His Majesty then spoke of the 
talents of some of her Ladyship’s preach- 
ers, whom he understood were very elo- 
quent men. “The bishops,” said he, 
“are very jealous of such men ;” and he 
went on to mention a conversation he 
had lately had with a dignitary whom 
he would not name, The prelate had 
complained of the conduct of some of 
Lady Huntingdon’s students and minis- 2 
ters, who had made a great disturbance a 
in his diocese. ‘‘ Make bishops of them 
—make bishops of them,” said the king. A 
“That might be done,” replied the : 
bishop ; “but, please your Majesty, we 
cannot make a bishop of Lady*Hunting- _ 
don.” “Welly well,” said the King, ~ 
“see if you cannot imitate the zeal of 
these men.” “ As for her Ladyship, you 
cannot make a bishop of her, ’tis true ; 
it would be a lucky circumstance if you 
could, for she puts you all to shame,” 
the Queen added. His Lordship made 
some reply, which did not please the 
King ; and his, Majesty, with more tha 
usual warmth, remarked, “I wish there — 
was a Lady Huntingdon in every diocese” 
in the kingdom,” It is remarkable, 
that this bishop never after made his — 
appearance at court. The Queen in- 
quired for Lady Chesterfield, who had _ 
been a great favourite with their majes- _ 
ties, but had not visited court for some 
years. The King reminded Lady Hun- 
tingdon of his father, of whomhe spoke 
in a feeling manner, and lamented his 
* mPa! 
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; premature death, “I remember seeing 
your Ladyship,” said the King, “ when 
I was young. You then frequented the 
court circle; and I cannot forget that 
you was a favourite with my revered 
father, the Prince of Wales.” “We 
discussed a great many topics,’ says 
Lady Huntingdon ; “for the conversa- 
tion lasted upwards of an hour, without 
intermission. The queen spoke a good 
2 deal—asked many questions—and, be- 
fore I retired, insisted on my taking 
some refreshment... On parting, I was 
permitted to kiss their Majesties’ hands; 
and, when I returned my humble and 
most grateful acknowledgments for their 
very great condescension, their Majes- 
tics immediately assured me, they felt 
both gratified and pleased with the in- 
terview, which they were so obliging as 
to wish might be renewed.” 
: A few days after this interview, the 
King wrote a letter to the Archbishop, 
which deserves to be preserved as a cu- 
rious communication to be received by 
the first ecclesiastic of the land—the 
consecrated shepherd of the shepherds. 
It shows that, after all, the royal layman 
was better fitted to be Head of the 
Church than his Grace of Canterbury ! 


“My good Lord Prelate-—I could 
not delay giving you the notification of 
the grief and concern with which my 
breast was affected, at receiving authen- 
tic information that routs have made 
their way into your palace. At the 
= same time, I must signify to you_my 
z sentiments on this subject, which hold 

these levities and vain dissipations as 

utterly inexpedient, if not unlawful, to 
pass in a residence for many centuries 
devoted to divine studies, religious re- 
tirement, and the extensive exercise of 

charity and benevolence; I add, in a 
_ place where so many of your predeces- 
sors have led their lives in such sanctity 
as has thrown lustre on the pure religion 
they professed and adorned. 

“ From the dissatisfaction with which 
you must perceive I behold these impro- 
 prieties, not to speak in harsher terms, 
and on still more pious principles, I 


ately, so that I may not have occasion 
to show any further marks of my dis- 
asure, or to interpose in a different 
* May God take foe Grace 

into his almighty protection! 1 remain, 


Lord Primate, your gracious friend. 
x = gale 5 y ss GoRe’ 
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trust you will suppress them immedi- 
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The Duchess of Ancaster was for some 
years a constant attendant at Lady Hun- 
tingdon’s house, and always professed a 
great respect for religious persons, with 
whom she frequently associated. One 
day at court, Lady Huntingdon became 
the subject of conversation, when a lady 
of rank observed, she thought her so 
great an enthusiast, that she certainly 
must be deranged in her intellects. The 
king who had been listening attentive- 
ly, replied, with great quickness, “ De- 
ranged, Madam, did you say?” “Yes, 
please your Majesty,’ said her ladyship ; 
‘for no one could act as she does that 
was®ot insane ;”’ and then related the. 
circumstanee of Lady Huntingdon having 
called. on the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to “ preach to his Grace” for presuming to 
see company, which impertinence, she 
said, Mrs. Cornwallis resented with a 
becoming spirit. Their Majesties and 
the Duchess of Ancasterexchanged looks, 
and the King laughed heartily. The 
Duchess of Hamilton, who was present, 
fearing the unfortunate marchioness 


“would get deeper into the scrape, made 


a motion to her to be silent; which the 
King perceiving, immediately demanded 

of her ladyship what Mrs. Cornwallis 

had said of Lady Huntingdon, and if 

the Archbishop did not give her his 
blessing. ‘ His blessing!” repeated the 
marchioness, with much surprise—“ No, 
indeed, please your majesty; I am sure 

she had no right to expect any such fa- 

vour. I really don’t know what I might 

not have said had she intrudéd herself 
upon me in asimilarmanner.’”’ Observ- 

ing the Duehess of Ancaster smile, the 
marchioness added, “If your Majesty ? 
wishes to be further. informed of Lady = 
Huntingdon’s practices, I dare say the 
Duchess of Ancaster can give you every 
information, as she is a very great friend 

of her ladyship’s.” “IT am proud of the © 
friendship of such a woman,” replied 

the Duchess ; “ and know of nothing to 
condemn, but much to commend in the 
Countess of Huntingdon.” The queen, 
perceiving the temper of the marchioness 
a little ruffled, observed, that she had 
lately derived much pleasure in the so- 
ciety of Lady Huntingdon, whom she 
considered a very sensible, a very clever, 
and a very good woman. The unfortu- 
nate marchioness was all astonishment 
and confusion, and would have with- 
drawn immediately, had not the king in 
the kindest manner taken her by t! 
hand, and assured her she was q 


any 
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mistaken in the opinion she had formed | 
of Lady Huntingdon. ‘ Pray, Madam,” 
said his Majesty, “are you acquainted 
with her?” The Marchioness replied in 
the negative. “Have you ever been in 
company with her?” inquired the King. 
Never!” replied the astonished Mar- 
chioness. “Then,” said the monarch, 
“never form your opinion of any one 
from the ill-natured remarks and cen- 
sures of others. Judge for yourself ; 
and you have liberty to tell every body 
how highly I think of Lady Huntingdon.” 

The Countess of Huntingdon, and the 
congregations assembling in her chapels, 
were attached generally to the doctrines, 
ceremonies, and liturgy, of the Es- 
tablished church; but, in-process of 
time, they were compelled by the con- 
duct of the hierarchy to become Dissen- 
ters. Considerable congregations had 
been collected ,in various places, and it 
became necessary to supply them with 
ministers. Hitherto the clergymen who 
had been episcopally ordained had ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper as oceasion 
offered ; but amore regular and frequent 
communion seemed requisite in places 
too numerous for these clergymen to at- 
tend. Episcopal ordination could now 
no longer be obtained for the students 
educated at Trevecca. 

Lord’s-day, March the 9th, 1783, was 
the day appointed for the first public or- 
dination of ministers in Lady Hunting- 
don’s connexion, on the plan of seces- 
sion, At nine o'clock in the morning, 
Mr. Wills and Mr. Taylor entered Spa- 
fields chapel, with six young men who. 


were educated at Trevecca, and who 
were then to be ordained. The greatest 
solemnity was visible on all the congre- 
gation, which was unusually large. The 
two clergymen took their places at each 
end of the communion table, while the 
six candidates seated themselves imme- 
diately in the front, and on each sid@ of 
them the committee belonging to her 
Ladyship’s chapel. After singing and 
prayer, Mr. Taylor addressed the con- 
eregation. He called them to witness 
how much the ministers of Christ had 
been oppressed and harassed by the Ee- 
clesiastical Courts, fines, and canons, 
and prevented preaching where God 
had evidently called them to labour, As 
such, he said, they were under the ne- 
cessity of either knowingly and wilfully 
opposing the laws of the Established 
Chureb, or receding from that work. 
ey dare not submit to those ecclesi- 
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astical canons which would prevent 
them from obeying that ministerial com- 
mission which authorized them to preich 
the gospel to every creature. As, there- 
fore, the discipline of the. Established 
Church prevented their doing this, and 
for doing it they had been cruelly and 
shamefully driven from that church in 
which they wished to serve, they had, 
therefore, now no other method left 
them but to secede, or quietly withdraw 
themselves from it, and, under the pro- 
tection of the Toleration Act, continue 
to preach faithfully the doctrines of that 
church, whose discipline, as honest men, 
they could not, they dare not submit to. 
Indeed, the evangelical clergy of that 
day entertained views of Churchmanship 
and Dissent, to which the evangelical 
clergy of this day, though claiming a 
kindred spirit, would scarcely be brought 
to subscribe unfeigned assent and con- 
sent. Thus, Mr. Berridge, in a letter 
addressed a few years before this to the 
Countess of Huntingdon, says, “I cor- 
dially approve the doctrines and liturgy 
of the church of England, and have * 
cause to bless God’for a church house to 
preach in, and a church-revenue to live 
upon. And I could wish thé gospel 
might not only be preached in all the 
British churches, but established therein 
by Christ’s’ Spirit, as well as by a na- 
tional statute; but from the principles 
of the clergy, and the Jeading men in 
the nation, which are growing continu- 
ally more unscriptural and licentious, I 
do fear our defence is departing, and the 
glory is removing from our Israel. Per-_ 
haps, in less than one hundred years to 
come, the chureh-lands may be seized on 
to hedge up Government gaps, as the ab- 
bey lands were two hundred and fifty 
years ago. But you say, the Lord is 
sending many gospel labourers into the 
church. True; and with a view, I 
think, of calling his people out of it. 
Because, when such ministers are re- - 
moved by death, or transported to 
another vineyard, I see no fresh gospel __ 
labourer succeed them, which obliges 
the forsaken flocks to fly to a meeting, 
And what else can they do? If they 
have tasted of manna, and hunger for it, 
they cannot feed on heathen chaff, nor _ 
yet on legal crusts, though baked by _ 
some starch Pharisee quite up to perfec- 
tion. What has become of Mr. Venn’s - 
Yorkshire flock—what will become of 
his Yelling flock, or of my flocks, at our 
decease? Or, what will become of your 
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students at your removal? They are 
virtual Dissenters now, and will be set- 
tled Dissenters then. .. . However rusty 
or ricketty the Dissenters may appear to 
you, God hath his remnant among them, 
therefore lift not up your hand against 
them for the Lord’s sake; nor yet for 


: consistency’s sake, because your stu- 

dents are as real dissenting preachers as 
& any in the land, unless a gown and band 
can make a clergyman. The bishops 


look on your students as the worst kind 
of Dissenters ; and manifest this by re- 
fusing that ordination to your preachers 
which would be readily granted to other 
: teachers among the Dissenters.” 

: It would be quite impossible within 
: the limits to which this paper must be 
; confined, to give any thing like a com- 
: prehensive view of Lady Huntingdon’s 
Jabours in the erection of chapels in dif- 


2 ferent parts of Great Britain, in educa- 
. ting young men for the ministry and 
3 directing their course, and in correspon- 
3 ding on religious subjects with persons 
3 of - ‘ V 

3 of various ranks and characters. Won- 


derful energy and persevering diligence 
73 appear in her whole career, as well as 
ES disinterestedness and zeal. The college 
at Trevecca was supported at her sole 
expense, and received a large share of 
her personal attention. In the prospect 
of dissolution she found impediments in 
i the way of settling her different chapels 
on a desirable basis. The law of Eng- 

land, with the view of preventing im- 

«proper advantage being taken of the 
; feelings of dying persons, renders null 
and void all bequests of buildings or 
lands for religious, or even for charitable 
uses ; nor does even the settlement of a 
_ building or of land, for such uses, by 
deed of trust, stand valid, unless the 
party thus disposing of the property 
_ shall survive twelve months. Aware of 
the legal impediments to the disposal of 


To point out improprieties, and even 
give advice, is not always the most 
ble office; but there is so much 
{ attached to the manner of 
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her chapels by will, and her state of 
health rendering it. very doubtful whe- 
ther, if deeds of trust should be exe- 
cuted, she would survive the length of 
time required by law to render such 
deeds valid, she resorted to the only ex- 
pedient that remained—that of leaving 
the chapels and houses by will to certain 
persons, with unrestricted power to sell 
or dispose of the same to such uses as 
they might think proper. To four per- 
sons, therefore, and to the .successors 
whom they should appoint as vacancies 
might occur, she bequeathed “all her 
chapels, houses, and furniture therein, 
and -all the residue of her estate and - 
effects.” 

Weakened by complicated disorders, 
and enfeebled by age, about a week 
preceding her decease, she was confined 
to her bed. It afforded pleasure to 
her friends to observe, however, that the 
vigour of her mind appeared to be una- 
bated, and that her habitual concern for 
the work of God, and the advancement_ 
of the kingdom of his dear Son, abroad 
and at home, occupied all her thoughts. — 
When she referred to herself she seemed : 
animated with thankfulness. “Tamen- | 
circled,” said she, “in the arms of love 
and mercy. I long to be at home: oh! 

I long to be at home.” A little before 

she died she said repeatedly, “I shall go 
tomy Father this night ;”_and shortly 
after, “Can he forget to be gracious? 

Is there any end of his lovingkindness?” 
Almost her last words were, ‘* My work % 
is done ; I have nothing to do but to go 
to my Father.’ © ~~ 

Her Ladyship died at her house in 
Spafields, London, next door to the cha- 


pel, June 17, 1791, in the eighty-fourth *., 
year of her age, and was interred in the ° 
family vault, at. Ashby-de-la-Zouch, = __ 


Lincolnshire, . 


a . 
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of that God who 
‘ed in the assembly | 

be had in revere 
about him,” let 
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reader be at once reminded tliat our ser- | pression; therefore, deserves to be 


vices in the sanctuary are divided into 
three parts—study of the scriptures, 
praise, and prayer. 

The reading of the scriptures is ex- 
ceedingly important in public worship ; 
it not only increases the information of 
the auditory, but tends to maintain the 
soundness of its faith. It is remarkably 
the fact, that in those congregations 
which haye departed from evangelical 
truth, the public reading of the serip- 
tures gradually fell into disuse, nor have 
they to the present moment, been in 
many instances re-instated. It cannot, 
however, be denied, that the scriptures, 
even where they are read, often fail of 
their full usefulness from the practice of 
the minister. In some cases, they are 
read with so much rapidity, and with so 
little regard to their varying signification 
that the chief impression conveyed is, 
that that part of the service is quite for- 
mal, and that the only important part is 
that which the preacher himself has to 
communicate.. In our congregations, 
another evil also has arisen—the scrip- 
tures have been read, usually, in a very 

_ partial and very desultory manner. 
Those chapters only have been selected 
which had a bearing on the subject of 

. discourse ; and, as the chief subjects of 
the ministry are necessarily those which 
relate to the leading truths of the gospel, 
the range of chapters has, even in the 
course of many years, been exceedingly 
limited. No public impression has been 


produced of the immense variety of the. 


stores of the inspired word, nor of the 
unity and completeness which, notwith- 
standing all: that variety, so remarkably 
distinguish it. It has been feared, per- 
haps, that a congregation would become 
wearied of a plan of reading which 
should embrace such objects ; but surely 
no serious congregation would feel it to 
be otherwise than a great advantage. 
Might not one chapter be read as part of 
a complete chronological course (sup- 
pose in the order of ‘‘ Townsend’s Har- 
mony,”) and another as preparatory to 
_ the subject of the sermon? But, there 
are some duties devolving on the congre- 
gation on this subject. To hear the 
scriptures read, profitably, great atten- 
tion, and great deyoutness, are requisite. 
_ The mind must be under the impression 
that every word proceeds from the 
~ mouth of God—that the Most High him- 
self speaks in the assembly of the saints. 
sy _ . . 
_ Every sentiment, and cycry tum of ex- 


marked. Now, how are we to recon- 
cile this with the very nearly universal 
absence of copies of the holy scriptures 
from our places of worship? How can 
it be accounted for but on the ground of 
a comparative want of interest in the in- 
structions of the Holy Spirit.” It may 
certainly be said, ‘‘ We attentively listén 
to what is read, and we find it plea- 
santer to do so when not following the 
words on the page.” Still the question 
arises, Is not this the result of an unde- 
sirable habit, and might not the atten- 
tion be far more advantageously sus- 
tained by the opposite practice? Again, 
it may be remarked, ““ We are so fami- 
liar with the greater part of the scrip- 
tures, that we require not the assistance 
of the book to follow the minister.” 
Happy those who are familiar with the — 
scriptures; but might not even they 
sometimes find the voice of the minister 
throwing a meaning into a phrase or a 
word which they bad never perceived— 
before ; perhaps correcting a completely 

false interpretation by a simple intona- 

tion — advantages- which they~ would 
probably lose if they had not the Bible 
before them. 

Whatever weight these remarks may 
have as regards the reading of the scrip- 
tures, they certamly have considerable 
bearing on their eaposition. In the an- 
nouncement of a text, how important it 
is to mark the words with the greatest — 
care, and to examine the passage with 
which they are connected. _For aught 
any hearer can tell, the preacher may in 
the course of the sermon haye to enter. 
into a minute investigation of the con- —_ 
necting passage, which it will be next 
to impossible for those to follow who 
are destitute of bibles; thus being de- 
prived in some instances of the whole 
strength of the discourse, and in all cases 
of some addition to their biblical im- — 
formation. Indeed, where the minister _ 
adopts the primitive method of a 
ing regularly through a book, morethan 
one half of what he states might as well _ 
be omitted, as far as regards those who 
are unprovided with books. So much 
of the instruction is connected with the — 
very expressions of the passage, that no — 
common memory can retain it beyond. — 
the passing moment ; and that part of — 
the discourse upon which, probably, the 
minister has expended the greatest care, _ 
vanishes in an instant from the minds of 
many whom he was anxious to benefit, — 
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The second part of our public religious 
exercises is praise. In the former we 
listen to what God says to us, in this we 
venture directly to speak unto him, The 
former is the means of promoting reli- 
gion ; the latter is religion itself—and 
F religion in its highest and most heaven- 

like manifestation. O that we should so 

often use the words, and modulate the 

voice, without being conscious of the 
solemnity and spirituality of the engage- 
ment! It can be shown, from the most 
extensive observation, that the spiritual 
: state of a congregation is very much de- 
: pendent on the manner in which this 
part of its worship is conducted, and it 
therefore merits the most serious atten- 
| tion. There appear to be two extremes 
fatal to its profitable tendency, viz., 
when the skill with which the accompa- 
3 nying music is performed is defective, 
er and when it is too refined. In the for- 
mer case the feelings are distracted and 

3 repressed ; and in the latter, when the 
4 professed assistance is so elaborate as to 
be beyond the capacities of the mass of 
the congregation, or so exceedingly 
beautiful as to attract attention to the 
mannerof its execution, rather than to 
the object of worship, praise instantly 
ceases. By those who are favoured with 
superior assistance in psalmody, it ought 
to be made the subject of continued 
prayer that they might be enabled to 
preserve the simplicity and the spiritu- 
ality of their praise; and there is one 
truth, which should never escape their 
minds, viz., that music itself doesnot 
constitute praise. It may be as solemn, 
as plaintive, as overpowering as it may, 
but it is not praise. If it is offered as 
‘such, God-will assuredly reject the offer- 
ing, for he “abhors the sacrifice where 
not the heart is found.” Praise can 
exist only in the feelings of the believer's 
soul; and when these feelings escape in 
language, and ascend in audible melody, 
for such is the manner which nature and 
the scriptures alike dictaté, the offering 
is joyfully received in heaven. The lan- 
guage of Augustine beautifully, although 
somewhat sternly, points out this dis- 
tinction, “Thy sweet tunes, O Lord, 


lively a grace, when they be sung with 

the modulated voices of expert ee I 
do confess oftentimes move me with de- 
ight ; but yet I would not rest con- 
with this, unless my mind might 
ward to godly affection and hea- 


unto which thy Holy Scriptures give so 


nly devotion. “Notwithstanding, when | diguity of man! 


ON THE PRACTICES OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


I feel thi8 in myself, that the melody 
moveth me more than the matter of the 
ditty which is sung, I confess then that 
I offend mortally therein.” (Confessions, 
b. x., c. 83.) .The true nature of praise 
being recognized, every one should 
study to unite in the expression of it. 
Our voices belong to God, and never are 
they used more honourably to him or to 
ourselves, than when they “abundantly 
utter the memory of his great good- 
ness.-~ 

We come next to the consideration of 
prayer; and if we were requested to 
state what part of a public service was 
the most important, where every part is ~ 
important, we should be inclined to 
answer, prayer. Ifthe high priest could 
not, without much previous preparation, 
and great fear and trembling, pass within 
the veil, surely we ought to possess the 
same reverential emotions. How serious 
the thought, that direct communication 
is then maintained between a band of 
gulty creatures and their infinite Cre- a 
ator! It is often during public prayer ~ 
that we are favoured with the most pe- 
nitential impressions of sin, and the 
most confiding views of our heavenly 
Father ; it is often during that part of 
the service that the trembling inquirer 
loses his fears, and ventures to commit 
his soul into the arms of the Redeemer ; 
and it is then, not infrequently, that 
those who are unaccustomed to offer 
private supplications first experience the 
penetrating influences of truth. It was * 
said by an infidel to one of the hearers 
of Dr. Payson, “I could have heard your 
minister preach to-day as long as he had a 
pleased, but I could not stand his pray- 
ers; if he had prayed much longer, I 
must have wept aloud, or run out of his — 
hearing.” : 

But, alas! prayer is fearfully hindered 
in our assemblies! So flagrant is the 
practice of our churches generally, in | 
this particular, that probably there are 2 
not two persons of different opinions on 
the subject. Indeed, when an individual 
accustomed to decency in public prayer 
comes into many of our chapels, he is 
shocked, and compelled to imagine that “ ; 
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* Ts it not true that some Christian parents 
a considerable sums of money in teachin 
their children to sing songs for the sake o 
amusement and admiration; while the same 
voices would be deemed degraded, if distinctly 
heard in the sanctuary? Monstrous insensi- _ 
bility to the majesty of God, and to the true 
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there is little of the spirit of religion 
amongst us. Here, he witnesses some 
_ sittmg; there, others standing ; here, a 
few in a loitering attitude; yonder, 
others looking critically at the minister, 
as if he were repeating something for 
their examination and approval ; while 
in all directions eyes are roaming around, 
and the number of obviously devout 
worshippers exceedingly small. This 
certainly cannot be denied, and will not 
be justified ; it is, beyond all doubt, a 
grievous sin against God, and a great 
obstruction to truly profitable worship. 
Although true prayer offered in any at- 
“titude will be accepted, yet in the public 
performance of that duty an uniform 
and reverent posture is very important ; 
and it so happens that we know what 
was countenanced by God, and gene- 
rally adopted in the apostolic churches. 
It cannot be asserted that such attitude 
is obligatory on us, but that it is desi- 
rable will probably be granted ; and that 
_ we have seriptural example is perfectly. 
unquestionable. When Solomon offered 
prayer at the dedication of the temple, 
he “kneeled down upon his knees.” 


When Ezra pleaded for the restoration | 


of his countrymen, he says, “I fell upon 
my knees.” When Daniel continued 
the custom for which he was accused, 
“he kneeled upon his knees three times 
a-day.” When the first martyr to the 
Christian faith prayed for his murderers, 
“he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice.” When Peter was about to 
_ perform one of his most remarkable mi- 


THE PRAYER OF THE SPIRIT. 


“BY THE REV. J. ANGUS, A.M. a 


Amone the inestimable blessings se- 
cured to the Christian by the new cove- 
nant, the aids of the Holy Spirit in 
deyotion have assigned to them a very 
prominent place. After enumerating, in 
the eighth of the Romans, the privileges 

of forgiveness and adoption, the apostle 

adds—‘‘ Likewise the Spirit helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought; but the 
Spirit himself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings that cannot be uttered. 
ene he that searcheth the hearts know- 
eth what is the mind of the Spirit, be- 
cause he maketh intercession for the 
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{Luke xxii. 41; Acts vii. 60, ix. 40, xx. 36, 


racles, “he kneeled down and prayed.” 
After Paul had delivered his farewell 
admonition to the elders of Ephesus, 
“he kneeled down and prayed with 
them all :” and shortly afterwards, when 
the affectionate disciples at Tyre, ac- 
companied with their wives and chil- 
dren, brought the travellers on their way 
even to the edge of the water, Paul 
“kneeled down on the shore and 
prayed ;” a position which would not 
have been adopted on that inconvenient 
spot, if it had not been the usual prac- 
tice. To these examples may be added 


| that of our blessed Lord, who on one of 


the most overwhelming occasions of his 
life, when he was withdrawn from his- 
disciples about a stone’s cast, kneeled 
down and prayed.”’* 

When the desirableness of reverence 
in public prayer—the harmony of the 
posture adverted to with the nature of 
supplication, and the weight of so much 
scriptural example is duly considered, 3 
some congregations may be led to in- 
quire whether such a practice might not 4 
be adopted among them. 

Witlal/of the preceding observations 
probably few will be found to agree; 
but if the writer be pardoned for having 
made them with so much freedom, and 
any one induced to ask, What can be 
done? these columns will not have been 
occupied in vain. 


* 29 Chron. vi. 13; Eze ix, 5; Dan. vi. 10 ; 
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saints according to the will of God.” 
His intercession, therefore, is among the™ 
fruits of the death of the Redeemer. _ 
The distinction between this phrase 
and another very delightful one of BS 
New Testament—the intercession of 
Christ—is too obvious to need any formal — 
or lengthened illustration: it is sufficient _ 
that it be clearly and constantly remem- 
bered. The “intercession of the Spirit”. 
is the prompting of the Spirit in the = 
heart ; the intercession of the Saviouris 
the pleading of the Saviour in heaven, — 
The one is within; the other is abo 
The one mirahehs holy os 


vm, 
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bosom of the Christian; the other se- 
cures for it acceptance in the presence 
of the Father. ¢ 

The few following remarks are in- 
tended to illustrate and explain some 
prominent featuresof distinction between 
these promptings of the Spirit of God, 
and other exercises of apparent devotion 
with which they are often confounded. 
And, as every religious feeling las its 
counterfeit, we entreat from the reader 
a prayerful and self-scrutinizing perusal. 

I. The first class of prayers that are 
to be distinguished from the prayers of 
the Spirit, are those that have their origin 
in the urgings of conscience. 

Prayer is in its essence one of the ex- 
pressions of natural religion. It is the 
appropriate language of want and weak- 
ness; so that even heathens have gene- 
rally regarded it as a matter of universal 
duty. 

Now, though the Spirit of prayer may 
be working in the midst of the urgings 
of conscience ; it is also possible that 
there may be the urgings of conscience, 
without the promptings of the Spirit. 
The absence of his influence may be as- 
certained by the following tests. 

1. The prayers of conscience are only 
occasional, and are offered mainly under 
conviction. They resemble the cries of 
_ the seamen in Jonah, when startled by 
the storm, or those of Pharaoh when ter- 
tified by God’s visitations. They speak 
the language of one driven by fear; those 
of the Spirit the language of one drawn 
by love. The one address God as a 
father, the other as a judge. 
2. The prayers of conscience, when 
he Spirit_is wanting, are easily con- 
tented. The man that offers them is 
like the unjust steward, ready to take 
ty when he should be satisfied with 
ing less than a hundred: restless, 
discontentment, on tle contrary, is 
e of the peculiarities of the prayerful- 
ss of the Christian. — : ve 
8. The prayers of conscience are of-, 
red in carelessness of the result. The 
that offers them seeks not to be 
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3 blessings, but peace. 


sti 
} The object of the one 
Finda the bie 


of 


THE PRAYER OF THE SPIRIT. 


} 


heard, but to be eased; his burden is | 
int, but fear; his aim not spiri-) 
He asks an | 
presents his petition, and with-_ 
edless of the results; while 
an presents his, and waits till | 


prayers, are those that have their origin 
in the exercise of what may be termed 
the natural gift of prayer, in aptness and 
fluency of language, combined with 
the semblance of religious emotion. 
These are the prayers of the lip only; 
they express wants that are conceived, 
but not felt; they are words, and no- 
thing besides. 

They may be distinguished from the 
prayers of the Spirit by the following 
peculiarities. 

1. The gift of prayer looks mainly at 
the performance of the duty, not at its 
success. Its end is not the favour of- 
God, but credit unto men. He that ex- 
ercises it thinks most of the music, the. 
number, the reasoning of his devotions; 
not of the earnestness of them: and‘ 
hence he thinks little of the way of ac- 
cess opened up in the Scripture. The 
“clean hand,” the “pure heart,” the 
‘all-prevalent name,” he regards not, 
because the remembrance of them is nok : 
needed for the attainment of his objec ae 
If men think the better of himself, his 
end is answered, and he is content. The 
spiritual Christian, on the contrary, prays 
mainly for the blessing, and is never con- 
tented till he obtain a reply, either in 
direct fulfilment of his requests, orin the 
deepening of his feelings of dependence 
and submission. : 

. 2. The gift of prayer mal me 
gift of prayer makes men 
proud ; the Spirit of prayer makes men 
humble. The man that exercises the 
gift when the Spirit is wanting is proud” 
even of the beauty-of the language im- 
which he acknowledges his sin; andis  _ 
humbled only when he has expressed 
himself amiss; though even then his hu- 
mility is nothing else than the humility 
of wounded pride, which grieves, not. 
that it has offended God, but that it has _ 
not pleased man. The spiritual Chris- 
tian, on the contrary, is almost humbled, 
at the close of his most eloquent, that is, 
of his most earnest devotions; for then 
is it he feels most deeply his sinfulness 
and want. ee 0k 

4. The gift of prayer is 1 

jured by a course of sin, es 


xv. 4,) his light an 
drawn. To the 
trary, the state o 
the man, are m 


heart, the life of | 
f no concern. 


THE SNARES AND DUTIES OF RICH PROFESSORS. 


5. The gift of prayer is silenced by 
opposition or delay, whilst the Spirit 
gathers strength under them: because it 
feels that the blessing is given while the 
direct answer is withheld. 


“«« They are also heard who only stand and wait.” 


These remarks, if rightly applied, will 
be found to afford topics both of humi- 
liation and of encouragement. We are 
humbled when we remember that our 
prayers are so seldom such as the Spirit 
prompts ; so seldom such as. those for 
which Christ pleads. How often are 
even our most holy things polluted !— 
how much of imperfection is mingled 
with them! But we are encouraged ; 
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for if prayer have been unanswered, it is 
not because God is not faithful, but 
either because we have ‘‘ asked amiss,” 3 
or because the denial of the request is a 
greater blessing than its bestowment. 
Had we prayed in the Spirit, and “ ac- 
cording to the will of God,” and such 
prayers been unheard—then there had 
been room for despondency. But now, 
there is all to hope, and nothing to fear: 
the straitening is not in God, but only in 
ourselves. ‘ Ask,” then, 7m the name 
of Christ, that is, in dependence on his 
merits, and in deyotedness to his glory, 
—and it shall be given ; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened.” 
London. =A. 


THE SNARES AND DUTIES OF RICH PROFESSORS. 


BY THE REY. W. YARNOLD. 


Tue spiritual condition of these very 
important and influential members of the 
Christian church is exposed to peculiar 
snares. It is therefore hoped, a serious 
allusion to these may be very beneficial, 
and tend to revive religion in hearts 
where now it Janguishes ; and with this 
in view, attention is claimed to the 
apostolic admonition in 1 Tim. vi, 17— 

q 19, “* Charge them that are rich in this 
ae in uncertain riches, but in the 
living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy; that they do good, that 
~they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate: lay- 

ing up in store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life.” 

Some havea larger portion of the good 
things of this world than others, and it 
should never be overlooked, that they 
who have most to use need the more 
grace to enable them to use it properly, 
and to preserve them from its snares. 

None can seriously have read the Sa- 
ered Word without noticing that alarm- 
ing saying of the divine Teacher, “ how 
hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God ;” nor can any 
ve noticed it without being reminded 
riches throw obstacles in the way 

alvation. ap 
re providence has so smiled as to 
ree of affluence that raises 


world, that they be not high-minded, nor | world, and of their own attainments in- 


above the drudgery and meanness (as 
some would. call it) of a life of labour 
and dependence on others; and_ that 
introduces to the pleasures, indulgences, 
and friendships of the world—there is 
great danger of pride and false confi- 
dence taking possession of the heart. 
The former of these evils exists when 
persons are puffed up with ideas of their 
own importance in the church or in the 


religious knowledge; when they v 
themselves for their wealth, and are 
bitious after growing greatness a 
power; and, when they become baught 
and distant towards those who are in 
humbler circumstances of life. The 
are the features of that pride to whic 
worldly affluence endangers the heart, 
and he who weats them is unlovely 
the eyes of those around him, and not 
very happy in his own bosom. By the_ 
distance at which he stands fro 
poor, he shuts himself out from inte 
course that might have a very beneficis 
influence on his heart, and teach hi 
many lessons of gratitude, and humi 
and submission, and heavenly-minde 
ness ; and, therefore, like a plant placed 
in a bad atmosphere, his religion sickens, — 
languishes, and threatens to expire. 
This high-mindedness is the bane 
Christian fellowship, and of soul pro 
rity, and very loathsome in the 
God. It keeps asunder those 
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be closely united in the bonds of Chris- 
: tian love, and in efforts for the extension 
' . of Christ’s kingdom; and it indisposes 
i for that communion with God which has 
4 eyer been deemed essential to growth in 
grace. Let us, therefore, as a guard 
against it, very often remember that 
riches are vain and dangerous too; that, 
originally we are very mean, and actually 
we are become very sinful; that if God 
i has given us more than others, it cannot 
be because we deserve more ; and that 
| the more we receive, the more weighty 
our obligations and responsibilities be- 
come. ‘hese recollections, and frequent 
associations of mind with the humbling 
doctrines of the cross, and especially 
with the example of the Son of God, 
who, though rich, on earth’ became so 
poor, that he had not where to lay his 
head, are adapted to check that high- 
mindedness of which we are speaking, 
and to favour the growth of that humi- 


en el 
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co lity and poverty of spirit which are es- 
; sential ingredients of the religion of 
Christ. 


The other snare against which the 
" apostle’s admonition contains a caution, 
is false confidence, or trusting in uncer- 
tain riches. Affuence generates a dis- 
position to be satisfied with things seen 
and temporal, and also an independency 
of feeling quite opposite to that habitual 
trust and reliance on the blessed God 
which the divine word requires; and 
they whose desires enlarge as their 
worldly substance increases, and who 
allow themselves to aim at its preserva- 
tion and its increase by means that 
truth, and conscience, and professed alle- 


already most fearfully under the influ- 
ence of this snare. They are guilty of 
trusting for happiness in riches, which 
are uncertain, and neglecting the living 
God, who gives us all things richly to 
enjoy. They come under the charge of 
forsaking the fountain of living water, to 
eee out to themselves cisterns that can 
Id no water. And, can it be a won- 

4 that in such circumstances religion 
should continue to languish, and appear 
ady Jo die?—that, the source af life 
rsuken, spiritual vigour should not be 
f ib Such are reminded of the 

ssity of more frequent and faihful 
munion with their own hearts, and 
the revealed mind of Christ. In 

; of these devotional 
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giance to Christ will not justify, are} 


exercises” 
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that neglect. In the light of heavenly 
truth the Christian is sure to be reminded 
of his obligations and his responsibilities, 
and to be Jed to see, and made to feel, 
the connexion which God has established 
between duty and enjoyment, self-love 
and benevolence, devotion to his glory, 
and the happiness of the soul of man: 
we therefore enjoin the frequent and 
serious examination of the divine word 
as adapted through the Eternal Spirit to 
preserve from the snares of the world, 
and to help the Christian on in his way 
to heaven. 

Having admonished the rich professor. 
of his danger, the apostle reminds him of 
his duties and responsibilities in these 
words, ‘Trust not in uncertain riches, 
but in the living God, who giveth us all 
things richly. to enjoy ; do good, be rich 
in good works, ready to distribute, wil- 
ling to communicate, laying up in store 
a good foundation against the time to 
come, that ye may lay hold on eternal 
life.’ The Christian rejoices to acknow- 
ledge that he is not his own, but is 
bought with a price, even the precious 
blood of Christ, Here he is reminded, 
that what he possesses is not his own, but 
is only given of God for his use, and to 
be employed for the glory of God, and 
the good of others. He is blessed that 
he might become a blessing ; enriched, 
that he might be almoner of the divine 
bounty for the welfare of others. And 
his responsibilities are weighty in pro- 
portion to what he has received ; for the 
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LINES ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. JOHN CHIN. 


before he leaves the world, and see the 
tokens of divine approbation resting on 
his employment of it? Surely to see 
the gladness of the widow’s heart is 
pleasure! To see the naked clothed— 
the destitute fed—the ignorant instructed 
—the mourner comforted—the services 
of Christian benevolence aided and mul- 
tiplied, the cause of religion better sup- 
ported, more places for public worship 
erected, and the cries of the thousands 
that are perishing for lack of knowledge 
attended to, must be luxury to a holy 
mind! Covet these delights, then, 
Christian friends ; and, by aiming to se- 
cure them, “lay up for yourselves in 
store a good foundation for the time to 
come.” This you will do, if “rich in 
good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate.” For this disposition of 
mind will assure surrounders of the 
reality of your religion ; it will attest the 
existence of that faith which Jays hold 
of the mercy of God in Christ Jesus unto 
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eternal life, and which always exhibits 
its excellency in fruits of righteousness 
and labours of love, to the praise and 
glory of God; and it may comfort and 
encourage you in reference to the safety 
of your own state. The consciousness 
of divine approval, as it lives in the bo- 
som of those who love God, and love 
his service, “ hath great recompense ee 
reward’—it is a “god foundation” 
store for time to come. It suppiae 
many motives for gratitude, and is a 
source of ereat consolation and peace. 
While the Christian looks to Christ as 
having obtained eternal life, this witness 
of the Spirit cheers him with the hope’ 
that he shall in due time inherit it. May 
such a consciousness possess the bosom 
of the reader; may he not be one 
against whom the love of money closes 
the gate of heaven, but one who shall 
attainammortal life-—complete beatitude 
in the presence of God and the Lamb 
for ever! Romsey. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC REASON FOR RETAINING THE WORD BAPTISM, 


WE are a people that love antiquity, 
even in words. We are like the ancient 
Romans, who repaired and kept ever from 
destruction the cottage of Romulus, 
though it might appear useless and mean 
to the stranger that looked upon it. 


We call the offices of Holy Week Tene='| 


bree, or darkness, because the word re- 


_minds us of the times when the night 


was spent in mournful offices before 
God’s altar; we retain the name of 
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Farrurut man of God, farewell ; 
Thy pilgrimage is o'er ; 

And now thou shalt for ever dwell 
On heaven’s unchanging shore ! 


Peaceful there thy rest shall be, 
And happy thy employ; 
Commence thy immortality, 
_ And tune thy harp to joy ! 


———_—____ 


Baptism, which means immersion, though 
the rite is no longer performed by it. 
We cling to names that have their rise 


in the fervour and glory of the past; we 


are not easily driven from the recollec- 
tions which hang even upon syllables ;— 
“still less do we allow ourselves to be 
driven from them by the taunts and 
wishes of others, who seize upon them 
to attack and destroy the dogma which 
they convey.—Wiseman’s Lectures. 


Still we linger here awhile, 
In scenes where thou didst move ; 
Ungreeted by thy well-known smile, 
Thy constant look of love, 


Faithful man of God, eewcibe 
Thy glory is begun; 

And now thou shalt for ever ee 
The wonders grace has done, — 
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SABBATH SCHOOL HYMN. BY THE REV. H. BURGESS. . 
TO BE SUNG BY THE CONGREGATION. 


“ For what is your life? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away.”—James iy. 14. 


AMM 


Yoururut spirits! hear the warning, Spring’s sweet rosebuds in their falling 
Stop awhile your careless glee, Teach the waste of time to you ; 
a - Though of life now shines the morning, And, the heart to wisdom calling, 
a Soon its rosy tints will flee. Autumn’s leaves your pathway strew. 
2 * Youthful hearts, your Saviour love, Youthful hearts your Saviour love, 
ie ~~ And seek an endless day above. And seek an endless day above. 
z See the shadows time is casting But though health and life must vanish age 
= _ Longer and yet longer grow ; Heaven remains to bless the soul ; -— 7 
And the evening shades advancing And its gates all death will banish ; 
Soon will shroud your world below. While eternity shall roll. 
E Youthful hearts, your Saviour love, Youthful hearts, your Saviour love, ~ 
: And seek an endless day above. And seek an endless day above. 
Youthful hearts! in lfe’s young morning 
Make the God’of heaven your friend ; 
Then old age will be the dawning 
Of a day which ne’er shall end. : 
; Youthful hearts, your Saviour love, 
A And seek that endless day above. ’ 4 


SATURDAY EVENING. 
BY THE REV. J. M. CHAPMAN. x 
«“ And the Sabbath drew on.” : = 


Tue weary week is closing, and the day 
Of sweet sabbatic rest is drawing on: 

Soon will its morning break with hallowed ray, 
And bid each worldly trifling thought begone. 


The sacred summons may my spirit hear, 
And bid a brief farewell to mortal things ; ‘ 

Rise far above this low terrestrial sphere, a 
And soar to heaven on swift unfettered wings. , ; 


O Zion! Holy temple of my God, 
Thy opening gates I’d hail with sacred joy ; . 
PSE THe ; IoY3 
pass Within thy precincts make my glad abode, ‘ : 
_ And in thy worship find my best employ. — — 2 oe 


With heavenly things, O Lord! my spirit fill ; 

‘With holy zeal my languid bosom fire: «ap 

_ Say to each anxious troubled thought “ Be still!” 
_ With pure devotion my dull soul inspire. 
Give me a foretaste of that. better rest,— es 
os That sabbatism which remains on high; 
- The portion of the sainted and the blest, 
Whose pleagures-fail not, and whose tears 
_ And when my earthly sabbaths all are o’er 
(Por, oh! how quickly do they pass 
I shall tread thy sacred courts no 
the Zion” join my 
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REVIEWS. 


Travels in South-Eastern Asia, embracing 
Hindustan, Malaya, Siam, and China ; 
uitth Notices of numerous Missionrry Sta. 
tions, and a full account of the Burman 
Empire. By the Rev. Howarp Mar- 
com. London: 2 vols. post 8yo. Price 
16s, 


Ir is only within a comparatively few 
years that the word missionary intro- 
duced into the title-page of a book of 
travels would have excited any other 
emotion than that of contempt. Nor 
can the mere men of the world even 
now divest themselves of sentiments ad- 
verse (0 evangelical efforts of this kind, 
although the home support which is now 
rendered, the extent of agency employed, 
and the amount of benefit which has 
been conferred on many lands, combine 
to prevent the public expression of that 
hostility. Legislators have now ceased 
to utter their maledictions, and the 
pages of periodical literature no longer 
treat the missionary enterprise as ridicu- 

“lous, and those who engage in it as lu- 
natics. The amount of information 
which missionaries have communicated 
respecting the laws, languages, religion, 
habits, and moral condition of unnum- 
bered nations—the self-denying zeal and 


holy pertinacity with which they have | 


grasped a great object, in despite of re- 
proach—and the effects, in relation both 
to the literary and religious culture of 
vast tracts of heathenism, resulting from 
their labours-—have brought them and 
their works into publie estimation. Even 
to the mere philosophical speculator on 
human nature and human enterprise—to 
the mere philanthropist, who is solely 
under the influence of benevolent though 
yet unsanctified sympathies, and is soli- 
tous chiefly for the moral amelioration of 
our world—to the mere man of science, 
the geographer, the geologist, or the phi- 
lologist, who would ascertain the position 
and characteristics of hitherto untra- 
versed countries,—a book of missionary 
travels has become attractive ; while it 
cannot fail to awaken the attention of 


propagation of truth. Let such a book 
‘be even ill-written, the Christian world 
ply sympathizes with the facts, 
e converts them into materials 


te. % a? - 
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‘and a remark or two on the latter. — 


those who are mainly concerned for the | 


of praise, or stimulants to renewed ac- 
tivity. 

The missionary undertakings both of 
Britain and America constitute a nobler 
and more lasting monument of their 
glory than all that their arms, their com- 
merce, or the literature of either of them 
has achieved. When that which is tem- 
poral shall perish, and give place to that 
which is eternal ; when the renown of 
conquest, the splendour of gainful traf- 
fic, and the distinction of intellectual 
power and attainment shall fade, or be 
proportionately estimated; the years of 
patient toil, of pecuniary’ expenditure, 
and of pious exertion to establish Chris- 
tianity in heathen countries, will come 
up for a memorial before God. If our — 
American brethren allowed a period of 
mactivity to elapse after the commence- 
ment of our Jaboursin the East, we can- 
not but rejoice that they have now 
imitated, equalled, perhaps in some 
respects, or in some places, surpassed 
us in those labours of love. Into this 
we will not inquire ; but simply express 
our heartfelt joy at the unanimity of 
purpose and co-operation of effort be- 
tween Christians in both hemispheres, to 
convert the world. 

_-The volumes before us are divided — 
into four parts. Part I. comprehends — 
travels in Burmah, Chittagong, and Ar- 
racan. Part II. digested notes on the ~ 
Burman empire. Part II]. travels in” 

Flindustan, Malaya, Siam, and China. 
Part IV. dissertations, &c. Critically 
considered, we should scarcely regard — 
this work as possessed of the highest 
merit ; but we pass over all minor mat- 
ters, on account of the interest awakened _ 
by the mass of valuable facts it contain 
Our limits, besides, restrict us to one 
two extracts from the former yolume, 
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After all we have heard about idolatry, 
the account which is given of a remark- 
able cave in Burmah cannot be read 
without new and painful emotions re-__ 
specting the state of the heathen. : 

“ “The last cave we visited is on the Salwen, 
about fifteen or twenty miles above Maulmain, — 
The entrance is at the bottom of a perpendicu 
lar but uneven face of the mountain, enclo 
: Ete brick wall, which forms a large ve 

e. 


he entrance to this inclosure 
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path winding along the foot of the mountain ; 
and nothing remarkable strikes the eye till one 
passes the gate, where the attention is at once 
powerfully arrested. Not only is the space | 
within the wall filled with images of Gaudama, 
of every size, but the whole face of the moun- 
tain, to the height of eighty or ninety feet, is 
covered with them. On every jutting crag 
stands some marble image, covered with gold, 
and spreading its uncouth proportions to the 
setting sun. Every recess is converted into 
shrines for others. The smooth surfaces are 
covered by small flat images of burnt clay, and 
set in stucco. Of these last there are literally 
thousands. In some places they have fallen off, 
with the plaster in which they were.set, and 
left spots of naked rock, against which bees 
have built their hives undisturbed. Nowhere 
in the country have I seen such a display of 
wealth, ingenuity, and industry. But, impo- 
sing as is this spectacle, it shrinks to insignifi- 
cance compared to the scene which opens on 
entering the cavern itself. It is of vast size, 
chiefly in one apartment, which needs no hu- | 
“man art to render it sublime. The eye is con- 
fused, and the heart appalled, at the prodigious 
a exhibition of infatuation and folly. Every- 
¢ where, on the floor, over head, on the jutting 
points, and.on the stalactite festoons of the 
roof, are crowded together images of Gaudama 
—the offerings of successive ages. Some are 
perfectly gilded; others incrusted with calca- 
reous matter; some fallen, yet sound; others 
mouldered ; others just erected. Some of these 
are of stupendous size; some not larger than 
one’s finger; and some of all the intermediate 
sizes—imarble, stone, wood, brick, and clay. 
Some, even of marble, are so time-worm, 
though sheltered of course from changes of 
_ temperature, that the face and fingers are ob- 
_ literated. In some dark recesses, bats were 
heard, and seemed numerous, but could not 
be seen. Here and there are models of temples, 
kyoungs, &c., some not larger than a half-bushel, 
and some ten or fifteen feet square, absolutely 
filled with small idols, heaped promiscuously 
one upon another. As we followed the paths 
which wound_among the groups of figures and 
models, every new aspect of the cave presented 
- new multitudes of images. A ship of five hun- 
dred tons could not carry away half of them. 
“Alas! where now are the successive genera- 
ons whose hands wrought these wonders, and 
hose hearts confided in these deceits? Where 
w are the millions who came hither to confess 
eir sins to gods that cannot hear, and spread 
their vain oblations to him that cannot save ? | 
- The multitudes are gone, but the superstition | 
remains. The pers are left, like the gleanings | 
of the vintage, but the sway of a senseless, hope- 
, system is undiminished. Fewer bow™in | 
» dark recesses, but no better altars witness | 
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TRAVELS IN SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA. 


It is cheering to be informed by one 
who has travelled much and resided 
long in Arracan, (Mr. Fink,) that there 
have been but three new pagodas in the 
whole district of Akyab for ten years 
past, and that his opinion is, that Bood- 
hism is sensibly on the decline, while no 
other system is taking its place. At 
Ramree, the religious metropclis of all 
Arracan, there are only two hundred 
priests. 


“ Among many incidents illustrative of the 
declining power of Boodhism over this people, 
Mr. Fink related the following. In one of his 
excursions, a man complained to him 
Fink holds an office under government) of his 
neighbour for demolishing an idol. The man de- 
fended himself by the following representation : 


a ; 


—He had been fishing at some distance from . 


home, and was returning, with a club in his 
hand, to defend himself from wild beasts. As 
he approached the village, and was passing b 

an image of Gaudama, he saw some of his buf- 
faloes wandering into the ferest, Commending 
his net and string of fishes, therefore, to the 
care of the idol, he set off to recover his beasts. 
The object accomplished, he returned; but as 


he drew near, a huge bird descénded, and bore | 


away his string of fish. Angry at the image, 
and excited by his loss, he upbraided it for 
stupidity, and dealt upon it such blows with his 
club as knocked off its head. Mr. Fink, of 
course, endeavoured to show the folly of both 
him who still venerated, and him who had 
rudely broken the idol. , 

“To one who has observed the awful reve- 
rence paid by idolators to their idols, this inci- 
dent is not merely amusing, A few years ago, 
no man in Arracan would have dared, under 
any temptation, to commit such an act, and es- 
pecially to excuse himself for it. This little 
fact too shows that, as im Popery, so in Bood- 
hism, though the more enlightened regard the 
image only as an image, and a remembrancer of 
Deity, the common people pay it, truly and lite- 
rally, divine honours.”—pp. 146, 147. 


The two last chapters of the work 
evince much discrimination, and the 


‘spirit of patient inquiry. The first is 


“on the measure of success which has 
attended modern missions.” 


The num- 


al 


TRAVELS IN SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA. 


actually done, and with such restricted 
means, that we can afford to make some 
deductions, and to admit with Mr. M. 
that “much time has been expended 
erroneously, at least in several missions.” 
Among various disadvantages to which 
a frequent reference has been made, our 
author adverts to one ina manner which, 
though it may have been partly con- 
ceived of, has not often been so distinctly 
named. Had it been properly appre- 
elated, much fruitless and invidious con- 
troversy might have been spared. It 
respects the inability of missionaries to 
live as the people live. “Except,” says 
he, “at a few points, the manners and 
customs are such that a missionary can- 
not adopt them without disadvantage. 
It has often been tried to a greater or 
less degree, but always relinquished for 
numerous good reasons which I cannot 
here stop to adduce. In some missions 
the health and even the life of a mission- 
ary require him to live in a better house 
and more expensively than the chiefs 
or perliaps the king. The consequent 
evils may be partly conceived, by consi- 
dering the effect with us of a minister’s 
living in a style superior to that of his 
richest hearers, without having any de- 
pendence on them for support.” This 
furnishes a powerful argument in favour 
of the cultivation of native talent; a 
subject which we question whether any 
missionary society has yet sufliciently 
considered. It is brought forward im 
more detail and with further illustrations 
in the last chapter, which embraces 
“the mode of conducting modern mis- 
sions.” This coneluding portion of the 
work is replete with valuable matter, 
and deserves the repeated perusal of all 

ersons to whom the conduct of missions 
is entrusted. It is evidently the result 
of careful and continual observation, 
and though concise, is nevertheless com- 
prehensive. Here is matter for very 
grave consideration on the subject of 


the translations of the Scriptures and 


tracts prepared for distribution. We 
were scarcely prepared for some Iudi- 
crous instances of mistake, which, how- 
ever, we forbear to quote, because, while 
they might furnish amusement, they 


could produce no benefit to the general 


reader. Weare led by these examples 
to urge on missionary committees a 
point which has for years deeply im- 
pressed our minds, namely, the all but 
uselessness of. devoting time and money 


to previous preparations here in an ori- 
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rise no higher than their sources. 
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ental language. In the countries them- 
selves more of the real nature and con- 
struction of a language may be learned 
in one month than here in twelve, be- 
sides the collateral advantages perpetu- 
ally reaping by daily observation and 
experience acquired on the field of 
labour. Half that can be acquired at 
home will be found useless, if- not a 
positive obstruction to general progress 
in the knowledge of idiom and pronun- 
ciation when the missionary arrives 
abroad. 

Our author adyises, and we think with 
well-sustained reasons, that in reducing 
languages to writing, the Roman letters 
only should be used. He objects to 
missionary physicians, He enforces the 
necessity of more direct preaching of 
the word, and from house to house ; 
and urges that preaching be maintained 
in contradistinction to conversation and 
disputing. 

The remarks made on the formation 
of churches, on the care that should be 
taken that a station, once begun, should 
be uninterruptedly maintained, on the 


concentration-of effort, and other topics, 


deserve attention. The concluding sug- 
gestions are, that the number of mission- 
aries should be greatly increased—that 
numerous lay brethren are immediately 
wanted—and that a vastly higher state 
of piety at home must be realized. 
Having adyerted to some of the highest 
qualifications of a Christian minister, the 
author closes his valuable work in the 
following words :— 


“ Vow shall such missionaries be expected. 
from a religious community pervaded by love of _ — 
ease, elegance, and gain ‘They come forth 
from the mass, and resemble the mass, Streams = 
s. In vain do = 
we harangue departing missionaries upon the + 
necessity of a holy weanedness from the world, ca. 
and contempt of ease, if we have no more our- se 
selves, These are not the fruits of mere yoli- na 
tion, or sudden effort. They are the result of q 
circumstances and self-training, through the Pe 
steady agency of the Spirit. None but extra-— 
ordinary persons rise above the level of their 
times; and we cannot expect every missionary, 
and missionary’s wife, and printer, and school 
teacher, to be an extraordinary person, wholly ~~ 
in advance of the churches. They are, more- ~— 
over, sent out too young to have made very ot. 
great Christian attainments, even if they are 
extraordinary persons. The ordinary state of = 
the church must be made right, and then ordiw 
nary persons will have right views, aims, and ™ 
qualities ; and missionaries will possess proper 
qualifications, and bear abroad a proper spirit. 

Every professed Christian, therefore, may aid 
the cause of missions by promoting a es 
sportalie. simplicity, al enginy 
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among all Christians. This would not only 


furnish the right kind of missionaries, but the 
right number, and the proper support. When 
every believer shall habitually pray, not only 
for a blessing on the work at large, but for a 
clear perception of his own duty in the matter, 
and shall cherish the spirit of entire self-dedi- 
cation, we shall have abundant means and pro- 
per men.” 


We regret that we are obliged to 
make some deductions from these com- 
mendatory remarks. In Mr. M.’s obser- 
vations on schools, translations, &c., 
there is much that is incorrect in opinion 
and mistaken in reasoning, and some- 
times inconsistent almost to self-contra- 
diction. In a chapter especially intended 
to direct the friends and supporters of 
missions, it appears to us a fighting with 
shadows to attempt to overthrow such 
opinions as that “ our only hope of suc- 
cess lies in the school system ;” that 
“man must be civilized before he can 
be christianized ;” and that ‘ the school- 
master must precede the missionary.” 

' The individuals who think thus, in our 
country at least, are indifferent to mis- 
sionary efforts. They are nominal Chris- 
tians, humane and philanthropic men 
merely, who value the Christian religion 
chiefly as a means of the advancement 
of society in morals and civilization ; and 
the facts Mr. M. adduces to prove that 
schools have accomplished little in the 
work of conversion, will not lessen their 
estimate of their value. Nor even if we 

_ receive as entirely correct all Mr. M.’s 
- statements on this point, which we-con- 

fess we cannot do, in opposition to nu- 
merous facts with which we are ac- 


quainted, showing the power of Christian | 


education to bias the youthful mind in 
favour of true piety; would his state- 
ments lessen the value of schools in the 
minds of their judicious advocates. Be- 
cause schools are neither the first nor 
the chief instrament in missionary ope- 
rations, it by no means follows that they 
are not indispensable auxiliaries in the 
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fe of Sir Richard Hill, Bart. MP. for 
f Shropshire. By the Rev. Kp- 
D M., Author of the Life of hi: 
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great work ; and essential, like transla~ 
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tions of the Scriptures, and the intro- 
duction of religious literature, to the 
establishment and perpetuation of Chris= 
tianity. -After several pages depreciating 
the results of schools, we read with 
extreme surprise and concern the fol- 
lowing observation: “ It should be con- 
sidered how far the diffusion of the 
ability to read is desirable among a 
people, in whose language nothing of a 
valuable nature is yet prepared, or likely 
soon to be. The readers in Bengallee, 
taught by missionaries, have been fur- 
nished by unprincipled natives with a 
multitude of silly and pernicious books,” 
&c. Surely, we were ready to say, this 
is the language of a Roman Catholic 
priest, not of an enlightened American 
surveyor of missions. ‘Nothing of a 
valuable nature prepared” in Bengalee, 
which possesses an excellent translation 
of the book of books, the oracles of 
God? In our opinion, to employ even 
heathen schoolmasters, where Christian 
ones cannot be procured, to give to a 
people the key to this divine word, is 
well worthy of missionary exertions and 
of liberal Christian support. The mis- 
sionary who gives a portion of his at- 
tention to such schools is employed just 
like his brethren at home, who collect 
the children around them in a Bible or 
catechetical class ; and though hitherto 
the immediate conversions resulting from 
such efforts are not very numerous, they 
are ultimately seen to have been the 
nurseries of the church. Amidst the 
innumerable and constant obstruction of 
heathen influences, the Christian instruc- 
tion of children cannot be expected to 
produce the same fruit as at home; but 
these institutions, united with the diffu- 
sion of scriptural and religious reading 
among the mass of the people, are ‘gra- 


dually introducing those divine seeds of 
knowledge and truth, which have already 


overgrown some of the deadly plants of 
pagan error, and will contribute to the 
future triumphs of the gospel ministry. 
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family estates, and twenty-six years member of 
Parliament for Shropshire. He was a decided 
professor of the doctrines of grace, and wrote 
many pamphlets in their defence, some of which 
were very popular. He appears to have been 
an open-hearted and benevolent man, attached 
to the principle of an established church, but 
ndulging himself in candid yiews and kind feel- 
ings towards evangelical dissenters. As a mem- 
ber of Parliament he was independent; but in 
general he supported the ministry of Mr. Pitt. 
Mr. Sidney states, that the principal materials 
for this memoir were derived from the papers of 
the late Rey. Rowland Hill. In making use of 
them, the compiler has displayed the same dis- 
position to make his volume large, the same 
devotedness to canonical regularity, and the 
same readiness to turn an admiring eye towards 
Sir Richard’s ennobled nephew who presides at 
the Horse Guards, as he has evinced on former 
occasions. 


The Life and Times of Selina, Countess of 
Huntingdon. By a Member of the Houses of 
Shirley and Hastings. Vol. If, London: 
8vo. pp. 544. Price 13s. 6d. 

A notice of the former volume may be found 
in our number for August. The whole work is 
adapted to afford pleasure and profit to Chris- 
tians of every denomination. It abounds with 
anecdotes and documents, many of which have 
never before appeared in print, but which throw 
light on the caaracters and events to which 
they refer, furnishing valuable materials for 
future historians; and it is remarkably free 
from all traces of a sectarian spirit. From this 
volume we have derived the account of Lady 
Huntingdon’s latter days with which our pre- 
sent number opens. 


The Youthful Female Missionary : a Memoir of 
Mary Ann Hurcuins, Wife of the Rev. 
John Hutchins, Baptist Missionary, Savanna- 
la-Mar, Jamaica; und Daughter of the Rev. 


T. Middleditch, of Ipswich ; compiled chiefly” 


from her own correspondence, by her Father. 
London: 12mo. pp. 166. Price 2s 6d., Cloth. 
The subject of this memoir was born at Bury 
St. Edmund’s, May 12, 1813; her father being 
at the time pastor of the Baptist church at Rat~ 
tlesden, a village about twelve miles distant. On 
the day on which she attained her sixteenth 
ear, her brother, now the minister of Badcox 
ane, Frome, addressed some lines to her to 
congratulate her on the event, in which he affec- 
‘tionately admonished her of the importance of 
personal religion. This effusion of fraternal love 
deeply affected her heart, and produced impres- 
sions which, being deepened afterwards by the 
death of a sister, led her to devote herself to 
Christ. An earnest desire to give herself to 
missionary engagements was gradually formed 


in her mind, which was gratified when, in com-- 


pany with Mr. Hutchins, (to whom she had been 
previously married,) she arrived in Jamaica, in 
April, 1834. ‘There, first at Lucea, and after- 
wards at Savanna-la-Mar, she appears to have 
had much enjoyment in her intercourse, both 
with the missionaries and the negroes, till it 
pleased Him whose judgments are unsearchable, 
to visit her with a eaik a few months before 
her death, which took place on the 29th of No- 
vember, 1838, in the 26th year of her age. Her 
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letters written at different periods of her life 
many of which are incorporated with the narra- 
tive, evince much Christian simplicity and fer- 
vour. Those from Jamaica, referring to the 
details of missionary life, will be read with pecu-~ 
liar pleasure by the younger members of our 
congregations, and will operate beneficially on 
their hearts. They will enforce the message 
which she gave to Mr. Burchell—“ Tell British 
Christians, they do nothing, comparatively, in 
the cause of Christ; they leave you missionaries 
to be merchants, and masons, and carpenters, 
and ministers:—you cannot be all; and the 
cause of Christ suffers. They will feel it when 
they come to die. Oh! that they could but feel 
as a poor sinner on a dying bed feels! Then 
the world would have the gospel preached to 
them.”—p. 149. 


A Brief Memoir of the Rev. James Smith, for- 
merly of Ilford, Essex, late Pastor of the 
Baptist Church meeting at Providence Chapel, 
Shoreditch, London; comprised in a Sermon 
occasioned by his lamented Death; delivered 
Lord’s day Morning, Feb. 24, 1839. To 
which are added, extracts from his Diary, and 
a considerable number of his Letters. By 
GeorcE PritcHarD. Second Edition, en- 


London: 16mo. pp. 248. Price 3s. cloth. 
Had the first edition of this work reached us, 
we should have made-more use of it than is 
suitable now, as it is probably in the hands of 
many of our readers. Mr. Smith was a laborious 
and devoted servant of Christ, whose discourses, 
being full of evangelical and experimental mat- 
ter, were very acceptable to the class of Chris- 
tians of whom the majority of our churches is 
composed. He was born in Suffolk, in 1781; 
baptized by Mr. Hall, of Ipswich, in 1797; 
called to the ministry by the church at Ipswich, 
in 1803; ordained pastor at Ilford, in 1807. 
Having resigned his post at Hford in 1833, he 
_aceepted in the following year the charge of a 
| church then assembling in Providence Hall, 
Finsbury Square; but subsequently meeting in 
Providence Chapel, Shoreditch. He died in 
faith, Feb. 11, 1839: 


Sacred Dissertations on the Lord’s Prayer, 
translated from the Latin of HERMAN WitT- 
sus, D.D., Professor of Divinity in the Uni- 
versities of Francker, Utretcht, and Leyden; \ 
with Notes by the Rev. WiLL1sM PRINGLE, 
Auchterader. Edinburgh: 16mo. pp. 382. 
Price 7s. cloth. 


another volume of the Biblical Cabinet. Th 

learned and judicious dissertations of which it 
consists will be read by studious theologians 
with great pleasure, They are on Prayer—on 
the Advantage and Necessity of Prayer—on the 


Gestures in Prayer—on Stated Hours of Prayer 
—on the Petitions which we ought to ene 
to God—on the Address to our heavenly Father 


—on hallowing the Name of God—on the com= _ 


ing of the Kingdom of God—on Daily Bread— 
on the Forgiveness of Debts—on leading into 


Temptation—and on the Conclusion of the “ion 


Lord’s Prayer. i 2 
A Lecture on the Philosophy of Spectral Ay 
pearanees, delivered at the Town Hall, 
eR 


larged. Published , or the benefit of the Widow. — 


Preparation of the Mind for Right Prayer—on _ 3 


After the lapse of a long interval, we weleamie. 
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sor, before the members of the Windsor and 

Eton Mutual Improvement Society; and at 
athe Literary and Scientific Institution, Wood- 

bridge, Suffolk. By Joun Svocx, Minister 

of the Gospel. Windsor: 8vo. pp. 45. 

Price Is. 

Mr. Stock argues against the reality of spec- 
tral appearances, and illustrates the natural and 
physical causes of these illusions, adducing a 
number of curious cases in which they have 
been satisfactorily accounted for. 


The Parents’ Friend; a Manual of Domestic 
Instruction and Discipline. By Joun Mo- 
rison, D.D., Author of “ Counsels to a New- 
ly-wedded Pair,” &c., &c. London: 16mo. 
pp. 148. Price 3s. Cloth, gilt. 

A judicious essay on the evils to be avoided, 
and the method to be pursued in the religious 
training of children. Happy would it be for 
Z society, if the principles which it inculcates 
= were universally adopted. 

Fraternal Appeals to Young Men. London : 
(Tract Society,) 32mo. pp. 120. Price 8d. 
5g Cloth, gilt. 

= Appropriate addresses to,the Sceptical Young 

5 Man—the Gay Young Man—the Self-righteous 

Young Man—and the Procrastinating Young 

Man. A pretty little present. 


em Are Unitarians Christians? The Judgment of 
= Baxter and the English Presbyterian Fathers 
and Founders. Including Animadversions on 
a Review of the Author's “ Historical In- 
iry.” By Josnuua Wixson, Esq., of the 
nner Temple. London: 8yo. pp. 52. “Price 
Is. 6d. “ 
_ The design of this tract is to show, that in 
the judgment of the founders of the English 
Presbyterian churches, Unitarians were not 
Christians, and that therefore Unitarians are 
not entitled in equity to the property bequeathed 
to those churches, but labour under an incura- 
ble disqualification. 
Account of the Proceedings of the Twenty-seventh 
Annual Session of the Baptist Union, held in 
_ London, April 29 and 30, and May 1, 1839 ; 
with the Report of the State of the Denomina- 
tion; and an Appendix. London: 8vo. pp. 
Pee 00. Price Is. . 
__ Every one who desires to be acquainted with 
the actual state of the Baptist denomination 
should avail himself of this collection of docu- 
__ ments and statistical tables, the compilation of 
which has required much care and patient in- 
dustry. . 


_ Lord Jesus Christ, in all its primitive pets 
such as he preached it nae during his ter- 
ra led Aree An- 


‘London; 24mo. pp. 350. Price 4s, 


of our | 


\NDy, Son of Louis XVI. King of 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Flower Basket. From the German of the 
Rey. Curistopuer Scum. By Samuel 
Jackson. A Story for Children. Edinburgh : 
16mo, pp. 211. Price 4s. 

The Minister of Andouse. By the Rev. HENRY 
Moéwes. Inscribed to her Serene Highness 
the Princess of Leignitz. From the German. 
By Samuel Jackson. Edinburgh: pp. 272. 
Price 4s. 

These are translations of German tales. Of” 
the former we can say nothing favourable: it is 
equally destitute.of probability, and of an in- 
structive tendency. The latter is much better 
written, and gives a vivid representation of the 
sufferings of the Huguenots in France at a 
critical season: but we object to fiction as a 
vehicle for the communication of historical - 
truth. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


The Student’s Manual; designed, by specific Direc- 
tions, to aid in forming and strengthening the Intel- 
lectual and Moral Character and Hab ts of the Stu- 
dent By Joun Topp, pastor of the First Congrega- 
tional Chufch of -Philadelphia, Author of ** The 
Sunday School Teaeher,”’ “ Lectures to Children,” 
&e. London: New Edition, 12mo. cloth, pp. 228. 
fieduced to 3s. 

The Pictorial History of Palestine, 
of t e “ Pietorial Bible.” Part 1V. 
rial 8vo. Price 2s. 6d. 


Select Poetry for Children ; with brief explanatory 
notes. Arranged for the use of Schools and Families, 
by Josep PaynE, London; 12mo.pp 276. 


By the Editor 
London : impe- 


The Obligations of the Church to-secure a Learned’ 
and Pious Ministry. Preached at the Anniversary of 


| Cheshunt Coliege, July 4, 1839. By the Riv E, N. 


Kirk, of the United States of America. London: 
8v0 pp. 38. 
Ward's Library of Standard Divinity. The best 


Match: or the Sou!'s Espousals to Christ opened and 
improved. By EpwArpD Pearse, Reprinted from 
ees of 1673. London: 8vo. pp. 66. Price 
S, 4d. 


Meditations representing a Glimpse of Glory ; or a 
Gospel Discovery of Emmanuel’s Land. To which na 
are added, some of the Author’s last letters. By AN- r 
DREW WeELWoon. London: ( Tract Society) \2mo- 
pp. 359. Price 2s. cloth. 3 


Socialisin Rapa. By the Rey. Josepa MaTHER. ~~ 2 
London: ( Tract Society ) pp. 24. Price 7s. per 100, = 


ae Wee i 


A New Derivative Spelling-Book; in which not 
only the Origin of each word is given trom the Greek, 
Latin, Saxon, German, Teutonic, Dutch, French, 
Spanish, and ot. er languages ; but also their present 
acceptation, with the parts of Speeeh accurate.y dis- 
tinguished, and the Syllables accented agreeably to 
the most correct pronunciaton. — . Rowsorfam, — 
F.R.A.S., Author of A New Derivative Dictionary, 
&e., &e. London : 24mo. pp. 116. — a 


™ 


_ An improved Method of ormin Co > 

Calculations ; representin Peer Anis 

in a new light. A 

ing, among o 
r 
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AMERICA. 
AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONS. 


The Annual Report of the American 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, recently 
published, shows that missions have been 
established by our American brethren among 
twelve of the IJndian tribes; in France, 
Germany, and Greece; in Liberia, among 
the Basas ; in Burmah, among the Burmans, 
Karens, and Peguans; in Arracan, Siam, 
and China, and among the A’samese and 
Khamtis, or Shyans, and the Teloogoos.— 
Total, twenty-five. 

Connected with the missions are sixty- 
six stations, including twenty-nine out- 
stations. Fifteen stations are among the 
Indian tribes, sixteen in Europe, two in 
Africa, and thirty-three in Asia. One mis- 
sion, the Omaha, is suspended, and several 
stations, including those among the Chero- 
kees, are temporarily vacated, or transferred. 

The number of missionaries and assist- 
ants is one hundred and six; forty-three of 
whom are preachers, five preachers and 
printers, one a printer, three school teachers, 
one a farmer, and fifty-three female assist- 
ants. Of native preachers and assistants 
there are 85. Total, 191, viz.: 


Miss. and as. Nat. prs. and as. 


In Indian missions 38 
missions in Europe 8 16 
mission in W. Africa 5 
missions in Asia 55 59 = 
106 85 


Three preachers, nine assistants, and fif- 
teen native assistants, have entered the ser- 
vice of the Board during the past year; 
one preacher, two female assistants, and one 


native assistant have retired from their con-. 


nexion ; one female assistant missionary has 
died. The aggregate increase of labourers 
is 22. 
The number of churches is forty-five, 
embracing about 2,000 members; and of 
baptisms reported during the year, 570. 
There are sixty-eight schools, (reported,) 
containing from 1,200 to 1,500 pupils. 
Printing has been executed in fourteen 
languages, amounting, in the years 1836 and 
1837, to 34,000,000 pages. Two founts of 
type and a printing-press have been added 
to the printing department in Siam, anda 
fount of type prepared for printing in Shyén. 
Other founts are in course of preparation. 

E The receipts of the Board during the year 
ending April 15, 1839, were 88,240 73 dol. 

ars, and the expenditures for the same 


Whaler x(t . 


“pungent conviction of sin, their reception of 


‘the numerous assemblage of those who had 


period, 110,190 %4 dollars; deficiency of 
receipts, 21,950 01 dollars. On the other 
hand, the receipts, compared with those of 
the previous year, have increased by about 
25,000 dollars, and the comparative defici- 
ency decreased by 21,000 dollars. 


NOVA SCOTIA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


The annual meeting of this assembly was 
held at Wilmot on the 24th of June. ‘Ihe 
Halifax Christian Messenger says: ‘ After 
divine worship the Association was duly 
organized, and the public business com. 
menced. The Rev. Theodore Harding was 
appointed moderator, and the Rev. William 
Chipman clerk of the Association. The 
reading of the letters from the churches 
then commenced, and occupied a great part 
of the morning. The information contained 
in very many of them was of the most heart- 
cheering character, and evidenced a larger ri 
addition to the numbers of the denomination 
than, as_we. believe, has ever yet taken 
place ina single year. Revivals of religion 
during the last few months, followed by re- 
sults the most satisfactory and delightful to 
every Christian breast, have rapidly sue- 
ceeded each other, throughout the Annapolis 
valley, and from Horton to Clements inclu- 
sive. Individuals of all ages and character. 
have been made the happy subjects of this - 
work of God’s grace, and have by their 


the gospel, a change of life, and willing 
submission to the ordinances of Christ, — 
given all the proof that the nature of the 
case can aiford, of a genuine and effectual — 
conversion of their hearts. The solemn in- — 
terest with which such facts were heard by 


already openly avowed themselves as the 
followers of the Saviour, and by others on _ 
whose minds the great reality and impor- 
tance of those things were in some measure — 
impressed, formed a scene which could no} 
but strongly impress every mind. We be. 
lieve that as many as 500 communicants 

have been added to the churches during the — 
past year.’’— Canada Bap. Mag. 


“DECREASE OF ROMAN CATHOLICS. 


Dr. England, the Roman Catholic bishop _ 
of South Carolina, in a letter written in 
1836, but just published, estimates that 
least three millions and three quarters 0 
persons, whose ancestors belonged to th 
denomination in the United States, : 
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be found in Protestant churches. He re- 
marks that the natural increase of the Ca- 
tholic population should give them five 
millions of members, whereas they have 
less than one million and a quarter.—New 
York Baptist Advocate. 


EUROPEAN CONTINENT. 


FRANCE. 
BAPTIST CHURCHES RECENTLY FORMED. 


A gradual but decided improvement is 
announced as having taken place, in the 
affairs of the American Baptist Mission in 
France during the last year. ‘At Paris, 
beside the maintenance of a French service, 
as heretofore, Mr. Sheldon for several 
months conducted two services in English ; 
one in the English chapel, during the ab- 
“3 sence of the pastor, Mr. Wilks, and the 
other in the American chapel, in the Rue 
St. Anne, The attendance at the American 
chapel was generally good, and for several 
weeks last preceding Mr. Sheldon’s removal 
from the city, the house was filled. The 
opportunities for doing good in such a field, 
Mr. Sheldon supposes, are greater than 
those presented to an American missionary 
in almost any other department of labour in 
France. 

“The progress of the mission has been 
more marked at Douay, and the influence 
will probably be more extensive and en- 
_~ during. A church was organized, on the 
1st of September last, after the model of 
‘the primitive churches both in faith and 
discipline ; and this being, as Mr. Willard 
remarks, the “beginning of order” in that 
_ region, it may be regarded as the introduc- 
tion of a new era in the history of the 
French churches. The original number of 
members was but five, including Mr. and 
Mrs. W., but-has since received an accession 
of seven by baptism; 

_ “The churches under the more immediate 
care of the native preachers continue essen- 
tially as they were at the date of our last 

_ report. Considerable opposition has been 
experienced, and the increase of members 

has been small, but the labourers have 
- abounded in their work, and the churches 
_ have been confirmed. One has been bap- 

tized at Baisieux, and two at Orchies ; six 
have been added to the Bertry church, and 
nereased attention is given by the congre- 
ions at Ligny, Caulery, and Valincourt. 
ie has been baptized at Nomain. Two 
ions are reported to have taken place 
<. Cases of ‘religious inquiry and 
n of the need of the gosjel are 
_ The colporteurs have been as- 


Be 
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their appropriate | a 


%y 


Mr. Thieffry, or, on alternate Sabbaths, in 
his absence, with a lay brother. The other 
had visited, prior to September, more than 
a hundred villages in the départements de 
lAisne et des Ardennes, often repeating his 
visits to the same villages, and had distri- 
buted 417 bibles and testaments. With the 
circulation of the scriptures is connected 
the distribution of religious tracts. Of the 
last, Mr. S. had distributed 1,250 at Paris, 
in October, through the zealous co-operation 
of some pious ladies, beside tracts presented 
to visitors at his house.”—American Bap. 
Miss. Mag. 


THE EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 


The Evangelical Society of France em- 
ploys at the present time in twenty-seven 
departments, and at Algiers, thirteen minis- 
ters of the gospel, five evangelists, thirteen 
schoolmasters, eight schoolmistresses, and 
eight colporteurs; in all, forty-seven agents. 
To this number may be added six students, 
who are at Geneva, preparing to enter upon 
the field of harvest.—Archives du Chris. 
tianisme. 


A FRAGMENT OF CHURCH HISTORY. 


In a village situated in the centre of 
France, and belonging to the corporation of 
Bourges, there exists a Protestant church, 
which deserves the attention of the friends 
of religion. SS 
_ This church is small and poor. It is 
composed of ninety families of husband. 
men, all vine-dressers, most of them day 
labourers, eating their bread by the sweat 
of their brow; but it is sincerely attached 
to the gospel, and adorns it by exemplary 
conduct. The religious principles it pro- 
fesses, it owes to the instructions of John 
Calvin. They were, it appears, received 
from him, even at the commencement of his 
career as a reformer, and the evange- 
lical church of Bourges, of which that at 
Asnieres is a feeble remnant, was the first 


of the law; and that 
himself as a studen’ 


SRGAA tices dos 
6 drive these doc- 


he found them 
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to examine them; they seized upon his 
heart, and he embraced them with that 
powerful conviction which influenced his 
whole life. From that time it was impos- 
sible for him to retain truth captive; but he 
proclaimed upon the house-tops what the 
Lord had revealed to him in secret. 

In 1532, at the epoch when first he ap- 
pears in history upon the scene as a refor- 
mer, “he not only,” says Theodore Beza, 
“strengthened the small number of be. 
levers in the town of Bourges, but also 
preached frequently in the environs, in the 
villages and chateaux to which he was in- 
vited ; and particularly at Lignieres, where 
he was received, and heard very willingly 
by the lord and lady of the place Tradition 
even professes to have preserved the name 
of the family at Asnieres, which was first 
brought to the evangelical faith by his 
means: this family still exists, and is one 
of the most ancient, numerous, and respect- 
able in the village. 

It was not, however, till a later period 
that the believers who attended his minis- 
trations were united asa regularly constituted 
church at Bourges. In the year 1556, the 
Lord, adds Beza, wonderfully advanced his 
kingdom by the establishment of several 
churches ; among others, one at Bourges, at 
which place Simon Brossier, a man who in 
his time laboured very successfully in \the 
work of the Lord, formed the church, and 
caused them to elect elders and deacons ; 
and so much was his labour blessed, that in 
less than five months it was with difficulty 
he could without assistance superintend the 
flock, which increased daily. These assem- 
blies continued at Bourges till 1561, when 


an edict of Charles 1X., known by the name 


_of the edict of January, prohibited the Pro- 
testants from assembling in the towns, but 
allowed t to meet elsewhere. | | 

The ch at Bourges was at length de- 
stroyed by the sword of persecution ; all 
the Protestants who lived in the town either 
abjured, were massacred, or took flight. 
The believers of Asnieres alone, who were 
but humble villagers, were spared. Intoxi- 
cated with the blood they had shed, their 
ferocious. persecutors had become weary, 
and they did not doubt that, having hewn 
down the trunk, the whole tree must soon 
perish. But the ways of man are not the 
ways of God, and the wicked are often de- 
ceived in their plans, even in this world: 
not ouly did not the little church of Asnieres 
sink beneath the blows which overthrew 
that of Bourges, but persecution strength- 
ened it in the faith which they would have 
torn away. It collected its strength, sus. 
tained itself with its own resources; re- 
‘sisted all the attempts afterwards made to 
deprive it of its children ; and after having 
assed through more than two centuries of 


_his being guaranteed a sufficient pension by 


a 
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suffering, during which it had been con- 
stantly destitute of the consolations of the 
gospel ministry, it obtained permission in 
1814 to erect a temple in the place which 
had served for the sepulture of their fathers, 
in which to place that good word of God, 
from the meditation on which they had de- 
rived life. In 1821 the government granted 
them a pastor. In 1832 the Lord enabled 
them to erect a church at Bourges, and to 
carry back to that town the fire of that 
evangelical light, of which it had preserved 
some sparks; and now it has just crowned 
the work by the construction of a school. 
house and asylum, which will admit of the 
instruction of more than 150 children. 

Thus has the Lord, whose mercy endureth 
for ever, delivered the evangelical church 
at Asnieres from all its distresses; has 
placed it in its ancient position, and given 
it strength to retain constantly, and without 
wavering, from the time of Calvin to this 
day, the profession of its faith and its hopes. 
Now, therefore, it magnifies the Lord, and 
rejoices in God its Saviour.—Archives du 
Christianisme. 


SPAIN. + 


We may at last venture to write that the 
civil war in Spain is terminated. The 
“butcherly blockhead,’ as the Standard 
terms Don Carlos, whose pretensions to the 
throne have formed the ostensible cause for 
the senseless and savage struggle, has sought 
refuge with his family in the French terri- 
tory; and the conditions of protection are 
said to be, his solemnly engaging no more 
to trouble the peace of the Peninsula, and 


the French government. Thus, forthe pre. 
sent, the monster escapes the retribution 

due to his crimes. He would have waded 
through blood to a dishonoured throne; but 
having served as an awful scourge to the 
nation of which he claimed to be king, he 
is thrown aside by Divine Providence as a 
broken weapon.— Patriot. : 


TURKEY, 


The following paragraphs in the journ 
of Mr. Love, an American Baptist mission 
ary, written twelve months ago, will be read 
with interest by those who have paid atte 
tion to the political events which have su 
sequently convulsed the Turkish empire, 
and which even threaten its existence : 

“In Turkey the political and religious 
condition of the people is so blended, tha 
it is impossible to be well acquainted wii 
the one, without hearing much also in re 
spect to the other. Much that is portentous 
may be seen in that unhappy coun 
Should there be the intervention of no | 


: 
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cessful evangelical effort, I much mistake | 
the signs of the times, if there be not, before 
many years, a convulsion in that nation, 
shaking the kingdom to its centre—such a 
collapse of the social fabric, that its political 
existence will commence anew. The ele- 
ments of such an explosion seem to be 
gathering. No whisper of content is any 
where heard. It should be the prayer of 
every Christian and philanthropist, that 
God would be pleased to avert from them 
so awful a catastrophe. Just at the present 
time there is a ray of hope from late trea- | 
ties between the Porte and Great Britain. 
Such reforms, from British influence and 
protection, it is hoped, may be introduced, 
that quietude, by the blessing of God, may 
be preserved. England seems intent ona 
system of policy for abolishing Mohamme- 
dan~ intolerance, that there may be no ob- 
stacle to the introduction of the principles 
of Christianity. 

“The Porte holds in subjection, in Tur- 
key in Europe, seven millions of men, ofa 
dialect foreign to its own. We have, how- 
ever, only to look at the history of Turkey, 
to understand the nature of this tenure. 
For the last four hundred and fifty years— 
from the time the Turk first crossed the 
Hellespont to the present-—the country, in 
some part, has been in an almost continued 
state of revolt. The alleged cause has al- 
ways been to free themselves from the in- 
supportable yoke of Turkish tyranny. The 
people, to the present moment, seem not in 
heart to recognise a right on the part of the 
Porte, to claim and hold by conquest the 
soil which they have inherited from their 
forefathers Some districts have been more 
fortunate than others, securing by treaty 
some rights and privileges, and rendering 
their condition somewhat tolerable. None 
but Greece, however, have become free. 

“Tn an appeal to arms, the reigning power 
ordinarily has been the more successful ; 
and then there has followed a scene of cru- 
elty and bloodshed the most revolting. The 

Turk is not satisfied with victory alone; he 


< must redden his sword with revenge. Those 


who have been in any degree active in pro- 
curing the disturbance, or prosecuting it, 


_ know but too well what they may expect. 


If they can escape, well; if not, they die. 

_ At the close, therefore, of every revolt mul. 
itudes flee, and multitudes more of unof- 
ding and defenceless inhabitants are. 
chered, without distinction of age or sex. | 
‘hen a lawless soldiery have slaked their 
hirst for blood and rapine, and a few thou- 

d children and young females have been 
ed for slaves, they depart, and Jeave the 
ant to ruminate on the folly of assert- 
rights in opposition to superior) 


| robbers. 
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“Now the direct consequence of this 
state of things is to fill the country with 
What becomes of those bands 
that have fled to the mountains, and the 
remnant relatives of families murdered ? 
Made desolate of all that life without reli- 
gion loves, many may, nevertheless, after a 
time return to their deserted homes. Others 
collect in little villages, in some aark forest, 
among the rocks, and acknowledye no sub- 
mission, no allegiance, no dependency. But, 
in the bosoms of others, the fires of revenge 
slumber not. They determine on a life of 
marauders, to wage an interminable war on 
their common enemy—to rob, plunder, and 
destroy whenever occasion will allow. The 
Pindus and the Balkan, stretching as they 
do along the boundaries of all the provinces, 
and ramifying throughout the interior of 
each, covered in many places with. impene- 
trable forests, and abounding in caves, 
passes, and fastnesses, afford them most 
ample scope for accomplishing their pur- 
poses. Whole tribes of such men are now 
to be found at the north of Albania, and in 
Herzogovina and Dalmatia, unconquered by 
the Turk, and unconquerable. They are in 
a barbarous state. O who is to carry into 
their darkened habitations the life-giving 
light of the glorious gospel of the blessed 
Jesus!” 


NEW CHAPELS. 
MILTON, OXFORDSHIRE. 


The opening of a place of worship in an 
entirely destitute district is, to the disciples 
of Christ, cause of joy and thanksgiving. 
These feelings were richly experienced on- 
Tuesday, August 6th, at the village of Mil. 
ton, near Burford, one of the Oxfordshire 
Baptist Home Missionary stations. The 
brethren Coles, of Bouhad-ollts Wasi, 
and Smith, of Cheltenham, were the preach- 
ers ; and six or seven ministers of the as. 
sociation bore a part in the services of the 
day. The morning discourse by brother 
Coles, from John iv. 24, **God is a Spirit,” 
was attended with a peculiar degree of 
holy unction; and through the whole of 
the day the divine presence was realized by: 
very many in the crowded congregations. 
which attended. The size of the new cha- 
pel is 36 by 22 feet inside, with one end 
gallery. A church was formed herein May, 
1837, Collecti ns at the opening, £38 16s, 
93d. The tradesmen are all am through 
the kindness of a friend, who has advanced 
about £100; and it is hoped that he will 
soon be refunded, by the kind assistance of 
surrounding churches, “at 
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MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, NORTHAMPTON. 


NORTHAMPTON. 


On Wednesday, July 17th, a new place 
of worship, called Mount Zion, was opened 
in Grey Friars’ Street, Northampton. Three 
sermons were preached on the occasion. 
In the morning, by Dr. A. Reed, of Lon- 
don, from Acts ii. 1,2; in the afternoon, by 
Mr. G. B. Macdonald, Wesleyan, of Bir- 
mingham, from Ps. Ixxili. 24,25; and in the 
evening, by Mr. J. H. Hinton, A.M., of 
London, from 2 Cor. ii. 14—16. 

Besides an early prayer meeting ona pre- 


vious morning, other services were held in- 


connexion with the same event on the fol. 
lowing Lord’s day, when three sermons 
were preached ; two by Mr. T. F, ‘New- 
man, of Shortwood, near Nailsworth, 
Gloucestershire; in the morning, from Ezra 
x. 4, and in the evening from Rom. x. 13: 
and one in the afternoon by Mr. T. Mil- 
ner, A.M., Independent, of King Street, in 
this town, from Matt. ix. 36. 

On the day of opening, the devotional 
parts of the services were conducted in the 
morning by Messrs. T. Milner and E. T. 
Prust, of this town, Independents; W. 
Knowles, of Hackleton; J. Larwill, of Bug- 
brook; and W. B. Barker, of Towcester ; 
in the afternoon, by Messrs. Taylor, student 
at. Newport-Pagnell, Bucks; Ashford, of 
Burton-Latimer; and Bottomley, of West- 
Haddon; and in the evening, by Messrs, 
Crate, of Kislingbury ; Evans, of Weedon, 
Independent; and Jayne, of Road. Those 
on the following Lord’s day were by Messrs. 
R. Tunley, the minister of the place; J.J. 
Poulter, General Baptist of this town ; and 
T. F, Newman. 


YOR. 1.—FOURTH SERIES. 
U | ¥ 


‘other friends partook at a small 


A report was given of the building, from 
which it appeared, notwithstanding the ut- 
most economy had been studied, that the 
ground having cost more than £500, having 
a considerable portion attached to it as a 
receptacle for the dead, and a good school- 
room underneath, large enough to accom- 
modate 400 children, and including other 
expenses yet to be incurred, the whole ex. 
pense will be about £2000. The dimensions 
are sixty-two feet anda half by forty-four 
inside. Towards this the people, who are 
not any of them wealthy, had raised, chiefly 
by a building fund among themselves for 


several years past, £450; which, with other 


liberal contributions from the town and 
neighbourhood, brought the debt oa the 
morning of the day of opening to about 
£780. Towards this, other exertions are 
being made in the county, and in surround. 
ing counties, fo remove it as soon as pos. 
sible; and, as the people have exerted 
themselves so perseveringly already, and 
have been so well supported by parties near 
at hand, it is hoped that their friends at a 
distance, and the Christian public in gene- 
ral, will not allow their hands to be weakened 
by having this long to press upon them. 
The collection altogether, including the 
sale of a few articles left on a late occasion, 
amounted to nearly £100. Except on the 
morning of the Lord’s day, when the wea- 
iher was extremely wet, the place was well 
filled, and several times much crowded, so 
that full 1000 people are believed to have 
been in hearing. A cold dinner and supper 
were provided at the old meeting-house in 
Church Lane, of which the ministers and 
charge ; 

o Sea 


ee 


a 


490 


and at which, as well as at the services in 
general, great harmony and much good 
feeling prevailed. After supper, several 
ministers and friends united in profitable 
conversation, and then concluded with sing- 
ing and prayer. The whole was concluded 
by an early prayer meeting on the morrow 
morning at College Street, the parent 
church, at which Mr. Hinton gave an ad- 
dress. ‘* Long may they enjoy the work of 
their hands.” Ricteke 


SOUTHWELL, NOTTS. 


On Tuesday, August 20th, the new and 
commodious Baptist chapel at Southwell 
was opened for divine service. The Rey. 
T. East, of Birmingham, preached in the 
morning and evening, and the Rev. H. 
Hunter, of Nottingham, in the afternoon, 
On the following Lord’s day the services 
were resumed, when the Rev. J. Simmons, 
M.A., of Leicester, preached in the morn- 
ing and evening, and the Rev. R. Alliott, 
jun., of Nottingham, in the afternoon. The 
attendance each day was large and respect- 
able, and a deep interest was felt by all 
present. 


ORDINATION. 
STOCKPORT. 


On Wednesday, Aug. 28th, Mr. Charles 
Baker was publicly set. apart to the pastoral 
office over the Particular Baptist church, 
Stockport, Cheshire. The Rev. T. Potten- 
ger, of Swanwick, delivered the introduc- 
tory address on the independence of the 
churches; the Rev. W. Frazer, of Bolton, 
asked the usual questions, and offered the 
ordination prayer ; the Rey. W. Giles, sen., 
of Preston, delivered the charge from 1 Tim. 
iii 1; and the Rev. J. Birt, of Manchester, 
addressed the church from Ezra x. 4. The 
Revds. D>Marsh, of Ashton-under-Lyne ; 
J. Girdwood, of Manchester; W. P. Scott, 
of Loughborough; J. Casewell, of Old- 
ham; J. Waddington, of Stockport, and S. 
Healy, of Hazel Grove, (Independents,) 
were present, and assisted in the services of 
the day. The congregations were numerous, 
respectable, and attentive; and -there is 
reason to hope a good impression was pro- 
duced on the occasion. 

It has often been regretted by ministers, 
and others of our denomination, who have 
had to travel by way of Stockport to Man- 
chester, (the towns being but six miles 
apart,) that so populous a place should not 
contain a Baptist church ; and especially as 
it is the largest town in the county of Ches. 
ter, which stands almost a blank upon our 
denominational records, Three years ago 
the Lancashire Itinerant Society resolved to 


attempt something here, and the Parent So- | 
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ciety in London voted £30 per annum 
towards the object. A room was rented as 
a place of worship, and was.opened for the 
purpose on the Ist of January, 1837, by 
the Rev. J. Aldis, now of Maze Pond, and 
D. Marsh, of Ashton-under-Lyne. For 
twelye months the cause made no progress, 
having been dependent upon supplies from 


| a distance, which could not always be ob- 


tained. At length the attention of the so- 
ciety was directed to Mr. Baker, and he was 
induced to undertake the duties of the sta- 
tion. For eight months he seemed to labour 
in vain; for in the midst of a population of 
70,000 persons, he could not get a congre- 
gation of twenty to hear him. He went 
steadily onward, sowing the seed of the 
kingdom of heaven, watering it with his 
tears, and accompanying it with his prayers; 
till, in the month of August, 1838, one in- 
dividual came forward to profess his faith 
in Christ, and was baptized in the open air, 
in the presence of a thousand spectators. 
This was looked upon as a token for good. 
The congregation increased ; and as soon as 
it was practicable, a church was formed, 
consisting of eight members. The little 
one has kept increasing, until now this in- 
fant church, before’ the first year of its ex- 
istence has been completed, contains forty- 
one members. It appeared manifestly 
necessary that Mr. B. should be ordained, 
that the cause might assume every indica. 
tion of permanency. The church still meets 
in a room, which, though it will contain 200 
persons, is now nearly Anos small for the 
congregation. A chapel is greatly wanted ; 
and the erection of one is contemplated 
under the auspices of the Laneashire Itine- 
rant Society, during the coming year. “* The 
Lord has done great, things for us, whereof 
we are glad ;” and we hope to “see greater 
things than these.” 


MISCELLANEA. 
GUILSBOROUGH, 


The Rev. James Clark has informed us, 
that on account of the increasingly impaired 
state of his health, he will resign his pas- 
toral charge between the first and second ~ 
sabbaths of the ensuing year. Having suf- 
fered from repeated attacks of influenza 
these last two or three winters, he feels 
compelled, though with sincere regret, to 
resign a station which he has occupied from 
a pure sense of duty for more than eighteen 
years, and amidst some strong temptations- 
to leave it for others. ae ~ 


— 
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RELIGIOUS AWAKENING AT KILSYTH, IN 
“SCOTLAND. — : 
Convinced that it is in general inexpe- 


dient that accounts of religious revivals 


should appear in print before opportunity 3 
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has been given fo test their soundness, and | 
the permanence of their effects, we have felt | 


some reluctance to place on our pages the 
following extraordinary narrative. But, as it 
has appeared in some of the public papers, as 
the manner in which the story is told fur- 
nishes presumptive evidence in its favour, 
and as the relator is a man of established 
reputation, we present it to our friends, 
aware that they are ready to rejoice in the 
occurrence of scenes which indicate an un- 
usual effusion of the Divine Spirit, in what- 
ever section of the community they may be 
found. It is in connexion with the Esta- 
blished Church of Scotland that the events 
now to be described have taken place. At 
a meeting of the presbytery of Glasgow, in 
the beginning of September, the parish 
minister of Kelsyth, at the request of his 
brethren, after a few medest apologetic re- 
marks, made the following statement : 

“ When I entered on the charge of the 
parish of Kilsyth, about eighteen years ago, it 
appeared to mea beautiful valley, like that 
of Sodom, resembling it indeed too closely ; 
for intemperance, lewdness, neglect of the 
Lord’s day, and other evils, were exceed- 
ingly prevalent among the people. Many 
Lots, indeed, there were, exhibiting genuine 
piety; but when I considered that the 
advantages and the privileges possessed 
were much greater than those of the people 
of Sodom, I could not help the reflection 
that a greater number of pious families would 
be required to save the place than was 
necessary in the case of Sodom. Even 
those who were pious, devout people, seemed 
to be obtuse, and blinded to the existing 
evils. When I went among them I com- 
menced early to visit the parish, and to go 
through every family, and this I have been 
enabled, under the goodness of Providence, 
having a robust and healthy constitution, to 
continue annually up to the present time, 
excepting a part of the country parish, that 
eould not be overtaken every successive 
year. I also commenced classes for the 
young, and from these operations I can now 
trace great practical benefit to have been 
derived. From the latter of these, my 
classes, very great advantage has been 
drawn; for some of those who are now my 
elders, belonged to them in their youth. In 
1829, there were many affecting proofs of 
depravity and immorality exhibited in the 
parish, which called for more than ordinary 
exertions on our part. We at that time 


resolved on setting apart a day of humilia-- 


tion and fasting, and reasons for adopting 
this step were set before the people of the 
parish, This course was attended by an 
evident blessing from on high, and I marked 
afterwards that solemn impressions had then 
been made on the minds of many, which 
have never left them to this day. In 1832, 
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the country was visited with cholera; the 
neighbouring parish of Kirkintilloch, as you 
know, was deeply affected with that visita. 
tion, and the impression on the minds of 


| our people was, that, whatever might be its 


cause—whether it came from the east or the 
west—whether it was the result of moral, 
natural, or physical causes, we would have 
a visit of the scourge. In consequence of 
this our prayer-meetings were crowded, and 
many consultations were held about spiritual 
matters; but, I must say, much more about 
prevention from disease. The panic passed 
away, and our prayer-meetings got thiner, 
but we nevertheless continued them as be- 
fore. In March, 1836, a meeting was held 
in the evening of the Monday after the 
communion, the object of which was to im- 
prove the dispensation of the ordinances, to 
pray for the divine blessing on the services, 
and for the revival of godliness among us. 
A deep impression was made on the audi- 
tory, and prayer-meetings increased in the 
parish till they amounted to the number of 
thirty. At that period some were converted. 
One individual told me that the means 
of his conversion were very simple. The 
morning prayer on the Sabbath, he said, 
was more close and searching than usual. 
One part. of it was for those people who had 
come to church without prayer; and the 
passage immediately struck him, ‘ Thou art 
the man.” He was deeply impressed, as 
were also many others, and they set about 
calling on their neighbours to go to the 
prayer-meetings. 

‘On these occasions it was usual to call 
on young parents, more especially those who 
did not pray in their families. These at. 


‘tended for some weeks before they were 


called on to pray, so that they might be in- 
structed how to do so, and have their minds 
impressed by the practice. At this period 
prayer-meetings were held in many parts of 
the town on the mornings of the sabbath, toe 
pray for a blessing on the services of the 
day. In 183%, these good practices were 
rendered more efficient still by the labours 
of a missionary, who wrought among the 
people with great zeal; a new church was 
erected, and many additional prayer-meet- 
ings instituted; and gradually, from eighty 
or ninety, the numbers assembling in that 
church on Lord’s day amounted to 300; 


and since the present movement began there _ 


has been a great accession to the numbers, 
and now they are making application for 
the appointment of a minister. In the 
month of July last more than usual solem- 
nity characterized the meetings on the fast- 
day, and on Friday evening, when there 
was a sermon by my son. The solemnity 
that was observable on these occasions led 
me to adopt a course I had not followed 
before, and in the evening I had a meeting 
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to confer with those who wished to receive 
instructions and to give advice. On the 
Monday the attendance was good, and the 
services interesting and solemn; and in the 
evening there was held a half-annual meet- 
ing of a missionary society. A sermon from 
the Ist verse of the 52nd of Isaiah, “Awake, 
awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put 
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 
holy city,” was preached by my brother 
from Paisley.~ It was then intimated that, 
as my son was about to leave us ona foreign 
misston, and perhaps would never have an 
opportunity of speaking to the people of 
Kilsyth again, he would preach to them in 
the open air. The circumstance of his being 
a young man, brought up among them, and 
the interesting circumstances, too, in which 
he was placed, as about to leave his native 
country, all these had the effect of bringing 
out a very unusual attendance. The day 
was unfavourable for having the services in 
the open air, and they were proceeded with 
in the church, which was crowded to over- 


_ flowing by the people, many of whom had 


never been seen in &ny church before, and 
who had remained away on the exeuse that 
they had not the requisite dress. After 
praise and prayer, a portion of the second 
chapter of Acts was read. The impression 
produced by reading that portion of God’s 
word was unusual, and the feelings of the 
people were evidently deeply interested ; 
and this solely by the reading of it, with 
perhaps a remark or two in passing, by way 
of explanation. The sermon was from the 
text, “Thy people shall be willing in the 
day of thy power.” There was nothing 
unusual in the first half-hour, thoagh there 
was a tendeney and a predisposition to the 
burst of emotion which took place at the 
close. When the preacher was depicting 
the scene in the parish of Shotts, and when 
he was dwelling on that topic, and making 
affectionate and earnest addresses to the 
people, many of them known to him from 
his boyhood, and some of them known to 
be neglectful of ordinances, circumstances 
which gave a degree of affection and pathos 
to his address—when he was referring to 
this topic, he spoke of the text and the ser- 
mon of Mr. Livingstone which converted 
in one day five hundred souls ; and he went 
on affectionately to ask if he was to leave 
them in their sins, using the words,‘ If 
there was no cross, there would be no 
crown.” When he came to this point, the 
audience went beyond all bounds with their 
emotion, some cried out, and others swooned 


. away. With regard to three or four of 


them, as was learned afterwards, the emotion 


was just the effect of a powerful impression | 
made upon their feelings, for the results, as 


seen in the future, were the only things, as 


alk might be aware, on which we could tely. | 


| The preacher’s voice was drowned by the 


feelings of his auditory, and he was com- 
pelled to pause. A psalm was then sung, 
and my brother delivered an address, warn- 
ing them that mere feeling was not to be 
relied upon, without the influence of the 
Spirit. The meeting broke up, but met 
again in the evening, my son deeming it his 
duty to remain, and to send another person 
to. supply his place in Dundee. After this, 
meetings were held every night; many 
people came to the manse, and we had a 
good deal to do. Those who came were 
chiefly young persons; but still persons of 
all ages waited upon us for advice. On 
Thursday evening a meeting was held iu 
the open air, and many individuals not pre- 
sent before were brought by the report of 
what had occurred. At this and future 
meetings sound impressions were made on 
every occasion we met. We heard of many 
cases, and I saw personally the power of 
the gospel on many, At the meeting in the 
open air, held on the Thursday, in the mar- 
ket-place, 3,000 or 4,000 people attended, 
and a deep impression was made on that 
occasion, though not so strong as on the 
first day ; but the emotion felt was consi- 
derably beyond what is usual. After the 
meetings we adjourned to converse, chiefly 
with young people, and these were the most 
remarkable features of the case, On the 
Lord’s day, when we met in the church- 
yard, the conversation continued from three 
o’clock till eight, and we then found it al- 
most impossible to withdraw. There were 
in attendance from 3,009 to 4,000 persons, 
and about 1,000 returned, desiring us to 
continue our conversation, that they might 
hear more and more of the gospel. Our 
strength became exhausted, and we inti- 
mated to those whose feelings would not 
allow them to wait till another day, that 
there were elders and others who were 
ready to attend to their wishes; and I 
stated that | would meet them at seven 
o'clock next morning. At seven o'clock, on 


“Monday, there were about 300 present, 


many of them under deep concern about 
their souls. Mr. Somerville came out on 
Monday, from Glasgow, and preached that 
evening in the open air to about 4,000 peo- 
ple. At the conclusion of his sermon there 
was a desire to go to the church, which was 
quite filled. There was the greatest com- 


posure, and deep interest exhibited inevery. 


thing that was said. In short, from the 
23rd July, up to the present hour, we have 
found it the path of duty to occupy the 
present scene, and to improve what we may 
calla springtime. ~_ 

“We acknowledge that there are difficulties 
connected with a work of this nature ; and 


| I have sometimes been reminded of that 
passage in the life of our Saviour, where we 
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are told that the apostles threw their net to 
the wrong side of the ship, and found no- 
thing, but that on the other side of the ship 
they found a multitude of fishes, so great 
that the net broke. The breaking of the 
net, Sir, is not pleasant; but, though the 
labour put before us was great, we found it 
our duty to sow the good seed. I have been 
assisted greatly by my brethren coming for- 
ward, and occupying the field of labour; and 
I may say, for their comfort, that every ser- 
mon delivered has affected this and the 
other individual before careless and ungod- 
ly, or whose conduct was characterised by 
apathy and formality ; and led to a concern 
about their souls. The last thing | heard 
was, that two individuals, who resisted all 
opportunities of hearing the gospel, and 
mocked at it, and who were accustomed to 
use such language as this in relation to the 
preacher, ‘* Who is to be the actor and per- 
former this evening?’—these individuals 
have been brought under the gospel. One 
of them I some time ago charged with the 
reading of infidel books. He denied it 
then; but after his change he brought the 
books, and burned them ail before the whole 
people. One individual, a Chartist, and a 
yiolent kind of man, from Kirkintilloch, was 
also affected, and he went home to tell his 
mother the change that had come over him. 
Another individual was, some time ago, 
accosted by me for holding infidel princi- 
ples, and reading their books ; when I to!d 
him that I kept a list of all my parishioners 
who held these sentiments. At that time, 
he abjured his opinions, but still held them, 
neyertheless. He is now, however, con- 
vineed of hiserror. Indeed, there are many 
such cases. 
that there was one individual I had heard 
nothing of during all this ttme—one whom 
I knew to be a neglecter of ordinances; but 
since that I have seen him in the church 
listening with the greatest attention. Mr. 
Smith was preaching when I saw him there; 
and, after he was done, I proposed to ad- 
dress a few words to the audience, when 
the man I refer to was, the first to call on 
the people to remain. I might also refer to 
another individual, similarly circumstanced, 
although not thoroughly imbued with the 
principles of infidelity. In laying this state- 
ment before you, Sir, I most willingly do 
justice to all parties. The Wesleyan Me- 
thodists have been very active and useful, 
and haye been the means of bringing many 
individuals to a sense of real religion. The 
people of the Relief congregation have been 
equally interested with our own in the whole 
matter. They have attended all the meet- 
ings as much as our own people, and they 
now hold a meeting every other night in 
their own church. We are glad to see that 
the spirit of party is for the time away, 


IT remarked only the other day, 
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and that people who would not before re- 
ceive us freely, now receive us with kind- 
ness. All baneful controversies have sub- 
sided. You cannot enter the village, which 
hasa population of 2,600 or 2,700, without 
finding that the face of society is altered in 
it. The rev, gentleman, after stating that a 
great change had taken place in the obser. 
vance of the Sabbath, observed, that in the 
evenings the prayer-meetings were crowded, 
and that both there and in the churches 
strangers were struck with the life and ani- 
mation with which the praises of God were 
sung: additional prayer-meetings have been 


| formed, these now amounting to upwards of 


sixty. Many persons give very scriptural 
and intelligible accounts of their conver- 
sions; and myself, as well as the elders, 
have remarked, that while the accounts 
given by individuals, of the impressions 
made on their minds are very various, all 
of them agree in this, that the grounds on 
which they have rested their peace are pure 
and scriptural. There are individuals of 
of that description and character who speak 
just as they hear, but, even in these cases, 
still they come to the Scripture warrant as 
the ground of the hope they entertain. I 
view this awakeningas altogether of a very 
scriptural character. I have endeavoured 
to explain the difference between a real and 
false revival; and for this purpose have 
read passages from President Edwards’s ac- 
count of the revivals of 1775, and find that 
much good has been derived from it. The 
tracts, giving narratives of the revivals in 
this country, have also been productive of 
good results. In the picture I have drawn, 
I am not sensible of overcharge, but rather 


‘the reverse, yet we have many things to 


make us uneasy, Satan, as you know, is 
always busy in his efforts to overturn such 


a work as this, and he has not beenidle ~~ 


here. Other denominations have come in 
among us. A Socinian preacher, and another 
holding the doctrine of universal atonement, 
have been among us, but have not succeeded 
to any extent. We could have wished to 
have had the assistance of more of our own 
body, and of the Relief, who hold the same 
scriptural doctrines with ourselves, though 
many brethren did come forward to aid us” 
in the work. A number of individuals of — 
both sexes have, in my opinion, gone too 


much among the subjects of this great work, _ 


particularly among persons who followe 

irreligious lives before; though this has been 
done from good motives, and from a wish 
to show them attention, it has a tendency 
to do harm; some individuals, for example, 
invited the parties to tea, with a view to 
give them Bibles; but, though the object 
was good, I remonstrated with them upon it 


people towards them.” 


as tending to draw too much the eyes of 


x 


_ toMrs. James, “You have done all you can 
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In conclusion, the rev. gentleman said, 
they had still much cause for vigilance and 
prayer, and requested the prayers and ad- 
vice of all his brethren in his present cir- 
cumstances. After stating that there were 
upwards of sixty prayer-meetings now es- 
tablished, and referring to other symptoms 
manifested in the case, he said, all this 
shows that there is no delusion; and he 
continued—I give glory to God that I have 
been a party to such a work; but I trust I 
will ever remember that it is not the work 
of man. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
REY. J. JAMES, 
Died on Friday, August 9, the Rey. John 


James, pastor of the Baptist church at Ol- | 


ney, after an illness of one month, which he 
endured with much calmness and compo- | 
sure. He died in the prime of life, and in 
the midst of his work, like a flower that 
fades at noon. He had been unwell for 
some weeks; but still ardently pursued his 
Master’s work. The last sabbath in which 
he was permitted to preach on earth, he 
went through three services, two at home, 
and one in a neighbouring village ; he was 
far from well that day, but fearing lest he 
should disappoint the people, and with a 
mind full of zeal for God, and eager for the 
salvation of souls, he seemed to forget his 
own weakness, and went a considerable dis- 
tance in the evening to preach in a village. 
His discourse was on the resurrection, and 
will long be remembered by those who were 
privileged to hear him. The subject of 
death often occupied his mind; he had 
preached upon it, and talked much about it 
in his own family, and seemed to endeayour 
as much as possible to realize the event. 
During the former part of his illness he was 
desirous of living; he was anxious for the 
‘chureh and for his family; but afterwards 
became fully resigned to the will of God. 
He felt that his health had suffered by too 
much preaching, but said he had done it to 
promote the cause, and he should die having 
laboured thirty years for God. He said, 
“Dying is hard work, and it is hard work 
to part with my dear family; but I leave 
them in his hands who has promised to be 
the father of the fatherless, and the God of 
_ the widow.” He spoke calmly of his inter- 
ment, and many other concerns; and said 


for me, and, though contrary to our wishes, 
God sees fit that we should part. Do not 
ieve, it will not be for long, we shall soon 
eet on the other side Jordan, and what a 
1 - that will be where there shall be 
death ! And oh, if the dear chil- 
lren should aires to glory too !—what a 
chorus it wil 

eternal song of praise tothe Lamb! I had 
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pictured to myself some years of peace and 
quiet together, but God has ordained it 
otherwise.” He was a lover of peace; and 
whatever betrayed the want of peace, either 


| in the church or in the world, always grieved 
| him. 


As a preacher, he was one of the first 
order. His addresses were faithful, affec- 
tionate, often pathetic, and marked with a 
fervour characteristic of himself. His ap- 
peals to the sinner were earnest and impas- 
sioned. Long will he be remembered with 
gratitude, esteem, and veneration by num- 
bers who attended his ministry. As a friend 
he was faithful and sincere, and never for- 
sook those who loved him. 
he was affectionate. As a parent he was 
perhaps too indulgent. He loved his chil- 
dren, and felt anxious that as they grew up 
into life they might be pillars in the church 
of God. He often said, “that our sons 
may be as plants grown up in their youth ; 
that our daughters may be as corner-stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace.” 
His death was deeply lamented. Multitudes 
manifested their regard by being present at 
his funeral, of whom many appeared in the 
habiliments of mourning. His remains 
were interred on the Wednesday evening 
after his death. On this occasion the Rev. 
J. Morris, Independent minister, delivered 
an address at the grave, and the Kev. Dr. 
Cox, of Hackney, preached a funeral dis- 
course to a most numerous and impressed 


audience. 
™ 


REV. J. CHIN. 


On the 28th of August, the Rev. John 
Chin died in perfect peace, after an affliction 
of six years, so severe as almost entirely to 
prevent his engaging in any part of his 
ministerial work—except frequently pre- 
siding at the table of the Lord, among his 
beloved people at Lion Street, Walworth. 
During five years of the six, Mr. Green, 
late of Thrapston, was associated with Mr. 
Chin in the pastoral office—the whole of 
which now of course devolves upon him. 
Few ministers of modern days have been 
more useful than Mr. Chin was. The church 
at Lion Street, originally formed of a few 
members separating from East Lane on the 
death of Mr. Swain, continued to increase 
under his care during the whole period of 


his active labours; and he was too deeply 


concerned for its welfare, not immediately 


to give way to another labourer when his_ 


own active powers declined. In many parts 
of the country also, which Mr. C. occa- 
sionally visited, especially in Kent and 
Sussex, no small number of persons have 
derived lasting blessings from his ministry. 


| He was a faithful man, and feared God 


be to unite together in one | above many.” A more extended memoir 


of him may be expected. 


Asa husband - 


es 
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THE MINISTRY OF EVANGELISTS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Maguzine. 

S1r,—Believing the oflice of the primitive 
evangelist to be designed by God for the 
propagation of the gospel till the end of 
time, I am truly glad to see the subject dis- 
cussed in the Baptist Magazine. And it is 
but right your Magazine should exhibit not 
only one discarded institution, but every 
institution of the gospel in a scriptural 
light. With great pleasure I have read Mr. 
Clarke’s letter in your number for May. 
Yet I think the vital importance of the sub- 
ject, and the varied state of the public mind 
respecting it, demand {further inquiry and 
observation. It does not, indeed, directly 
involve the great doctrine of salvation, but 
it is subordinate to it in a peculiar manner, 
as it respects the qualities and uses of the 
‘earthen vessels,” in which the Mediator 
is sending, and will send, the treasure of 
the gospel to every nation under heaven. 

Two great objects are yet to be accom- 
plished in the world. There is, on the one 
hand, the revival, re-union, and edification 
of the church. To accomplish this great ob- 
ject, we hold the divine institution of pas- 
tors and teachers to be indispensable. But, 
on the other hand, there is the universal ex- 
tension of the church among all nations; an 
undertaking so vast and arduous as to re- 
quire very many labourers of eminent and 
approved talents, zeal, courage, wisdom, and 
perseverance. 
that of stated teachers, as matters now stand, 
is light and easy to be performed. 

Yet some do not seem to have any defi- 
nite notions of the Scripture means of pro- 
pagating the gospel. One speaks of schools 
and general education as likely to do most 
good. Another racks his invention to form 
new schemes, and contrive new plans; 
which, we presume, is about as idle and 
needless as to think of adding something 
new to the gospel of salvation, or to the 
perfect work which was finished on Calvary. 
A third expatiates on the universality and 
duration of the Messiah’s kingdom, and his 
great power to establish it in every land, 
but makes no mention of the agency to be em- 
ployed ; for, while he delights to contemplate 
the enlargement of the church universal, he is 
content to be so fettered and circumscribed 
in his own church, as to be debarred from 
the pleasure of sending forth any to preach 
salyation to the heathen. These are not 
the only cases in which the wisdom of God, 
and the ordinances of his house, do not 


Compared to this ministry, 


harmonize with our modern systems. It is 
a great matter truly, and a rare attainment, 
to havea high and unfettered confidence in 
God. But our confidence in God cannot at 
any time be greater than our confidence in 
his word. ‘I wait for-the Lord, my soul 
doth wait, and in his word do I hope.” 

The obligation to engage in missionary 
work is now, however, generally acknow- 
ledged. And yet, strange as it may appear, 
it is not so generally agreed whom we 
should send, ‘* and who will go for us;” or 
in what light we should view their ministry, 
and our own obligation in supporting them. 
T trust, however, we shall never be brought 
to believe that the only wise God designed 
the conversion of the world to depend on 
any schemes and contrivances of ours. The 
doctrine of human inventions and expe- 
dieney would here, as in all other cases, set 
aside the commandments of God, and would 
prove in the end utterly unworthy of sup- 
planting the appointment of Jehovah — 
‘“whose righteousness is an_ everlasting 
righteousness, and whose word is the truth.” 

The question then arises, Is missionary 
work of men or of God? Is it a divine in- 
stitution, a pillar in the kingdom of Christ, 
strong, conspicuous, enduring ? orisit a hu- 
man expedient, feeble, questionable, ever 
liable to innovations and changes, or to be 
altogether discontinued, without. any risk 
whatever of incurring the guilt of disobedi- 
ence to God, and unkindness to men? There 


-was a time when our best and most en- 


lightened men recorded their belief that this 
office ceased in the church ; and with mani- 


fest consistency, there being no missionaries — 


except the evangelists mentioned in the 
New Testament they also denied the obli- 
gation of the church to evangelize the na- 
tions. For they thought, and thought 
rightly, that if God designed to continue 
such a work, he would clearly appoint and 
designate the men who should engage in it, 
and afford such instruction as would both - 


guide the chureh in sending them, and diz 


rect them in the fulfilment of their ministry. 
All this we believe God has done by ap- 


pointing evangelists, for whom the most 


ample instruction is provided. ae 
We may here remark, that all true and — 
qualified preachers of the gospel are ex. 


pressly declared to be sent forth by God. ~~ 


‘“‘ How shall they hear without a preacher ; 
and how shall they preach except they be 
sent? For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath — 
believed our report? So then faith cometh 
by axon, report, and report by gnuares, the — 


¢ 
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appointment of God, by whom they who 
utter the report are appointed or sent. And 
how is the fulness of the Gentiles to be 
brought in, and the Jews to believe, with- 
out preachers? and who is to send them 
but God, who only can give them his Holy 
Spirit? And how are they designated by 
the Spirit ? 


gible authority or direction from God, but 
preachers and teachers, evangelists, or gos- 
pellers. 


ostentation, or meanness, clearly significant 
of their work as the publishers of glad 
tidings to the world. 

It may be worth while to inquire how the 
term “ missionary,” which signifies one sent 
came to be adopted, in preference to all 
Scripture designations. The College of the 
Propaganda at Rome sent forth missionaries 
to convert the heathen, as did also the Je- 


suits, and the orders of St. Dominic, St. | 
Francis, and St. Augustine. The Romanists | 


deny that Protestants have a mission, or a 
right to preach, not being the legitimately 
ordained successors of the first preachers, 
who had a mission, or were sent by Christ. 
Hence the agents of the Romish church, 
who were in the field of action in many 
countries long before our evangelical socie- 
ties existed, are usually called missionaries, 
a name derived from the Latin- word, mitto, 
I send, or missio,a sending. If then, as ap- 
pears to be the case, we are indebted to the 
Romanists for this ecclesiastical term, it is 
only one of many from their unknown 
tongue, which certainly does not promote 
our knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
They, however, would naturally use a Latin 
designation rather than a Scriptural term. 
But the designation of this office is not La- 
tin, but Greek; it is not of Rome, but of 
the apostles, who received it, together with 
all that they taught, by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ) “The Chinese are more 
happy in calling those who preach to them 
—‘the exhorters of the world.’ (Medhurst.) 
But the Chinese who receive the gospel of 
salvation will own the better designation by 
which they are distinguished in the word of 
God. With better reason than David said 
of Ahimaaz, who was running towards him 
with the news of victory, ‘He is a good 
man, and cometh with good tidings,” 

In examining the ordinances or the cha- 
racter and work of the officers of the church, 
we cannot proceed safely and intelligibly if 
we throw away the names and phraseology 
of Scripture. Yet our translators, though 
they have not here introduced a Latin term, 
have done what in fact amounts to this, with 
respect to the office under consideration. 


| be explained to him. 
Not missionaries, or persons | 
sent by men, without any explicit or intelli- | 


The latter is their appropriate de- | 
signation ; and it is, without obscurity, or | 


CORRESPONDENCE. * 


by the Greek term evangelist; a term which 
no English reader can understand except 1t 
Might they not, then, 
say with the poet— 


“ Evangelist, beneath well-sounding Greek, 
We slur a name that doctors must not speak ?” 


Who would imagine that the two words 
in the original for gospel and evangelists 
differ only in their termination, as agricul- 
ture, and agricultur-ist—war, war-rior, fish, 
fish-er, or fish-er-man; thus, evangelion, 
gospel or evangel, evangel-istes, evangelist 
or gospeller. Why should this “ plainness 
of speech” be set aside in a translation ? 
Here, then, we have not a church dignitary, 
or-a_man invested with high authority and. 
power, but a faithful minister of Christ, 
““one that bringeth good tidings,” distin- 
guished only by his knowledge and his zeal, 
and his willingness to endure hardships for 
the name of Christ, and by the love and the 
confidence of his brethren on this account. 
What is there, then, in the nature of this 
work, or in the designation of the workmen, 
which the most simple Christian may not 
understand as well as the most learned cri- 
tics, if you merely remove the obscurity of 
ecclesiastical terms, and employ, instead of 
them, such words as .‘ the Holy Ghost 
teacheth”’ by the mouth of the apostles ? 

We may here advert to a vital position in 
this inquiry. I[t is not, indeed, very ob- 
vious, and accordingly, it is usually, we 
think, overlooked by persons who do not, 
on this account, the less confidently decide 
the question as to the perpetuity of the 
evangelists’ ministry. The position we re- 
fer to is, that the illumination or spiritual 
gifts of the evangelists and pastors were the 
same. Both evangelists and pastors, who 
are comprehended in the order of ‘teach. 
ers,’”’ (1 Cor, xii. 28,) as Mr. Douglas ree 
marks, had the gift of the “word of know- 
ledge,” which fitted them for understanding 
and recollecting the Scriptures of the Old 


Testament, the evangelical history, and the. 


doctrine of our salvation, before it was 
committed to writing in the epistles to the 
churches. Is this a consideration to be 
overlooked? Can we first dispose of this 
office, and leave the grace by which it was 
fulfilled for after consideration? The fact, 
that the peculiar endowment or illumination 
of pastors and evangelists was the same, if 
established, is decisive. We hold it to be 


evident, and request those who deny the = 


perpetuity of the office, to disprove it, or to 
invalidate the evidence by which it is sup- 
ported. : ; 

_ In connexion with the gift of the evange- 
lists, it may’ be useful to advert to the 
higher inspiration of the prophets of the 


They express the doctrine to be preached | first-churcHes. If in the churches now you 


i 


by the term gospel, and the preacher of it ! were to demand prediction, extemporancous 
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hymns, and sudden revelations by the 
Spirit, you must agree to the necessity of 
having prophets who only did and could do 
such things. Kut we do not demand these 
extraordinary functions, and therefore we 
give up the prophetic office. But we do 
demand the inferior order of preachers, or 
evangelists, because you demand, nay the 
awful condition of the world, and our re. 
sponsibility to God, to say nothing of the 
laws, the promises, and examples of Scrip- 
ture, demand the function for which they 
were appointed at the first. And, are we 
not consistent when we say, we must have 
the work done; therefore, the proper Scrip- 
ture labourers to do it. The city requires 
to be watched. You allow this; nay, you 
strongly plead for it. Do not then, we be- 
seech you, either s::ppress or deny the insti- 
tution of watchmen. And why call in ques- 
tion the office of evangelists, when there are 
so many of them now in the world, and the 
whole church is groaning and travailing to- 
gether to increase the number daily. The 
good men who formerly not only neglected 
but denied the duty of evangelizing the 
heathen, might consistently with their own 
practice and belief, argue against this dis. 
carded institution, but how can we be 
zealous in promoting the conversion of the 
nations, and at the same time deny the 
only order of labourers distinctly recognized 
in the word of God? 

In regard to the ministry of the first 
preachers of the gospel, consider the com- 
mand of Christ, and the extent of the com- 
mission to preach the gospel to all nations, 
as implied in the extent of the promise, 
“‘Lo, I am with-you alway, unto the end of 
the world.” What does this promise imply ? 
If in all the essential qualifications of their 
ministry they are not to be enriched by 
Christ till the end of time; if their duties 
and labours are not to be the same as at the 
first; if sinners are not to be converted by 
them, and the churches not to be instructed 
and set in order, how is Christ supposed to 
be with them? or on what ground can they 
plead the promise as first given by him to 
the first ministers of the word? The lan- 
guage of our Lord plainly teaches us, that 
the preaching of the gospel ‘‘unto all na- 
tions” was to be a standing institution and 
ministry throughout all ages. And what 


has for so many ages, and in so great a de. 


gree prevented this? What makes it such 
up-hill work now? Doubtless the declen- 
sion of the chureh—the great predicted 
“falling away’?—the monstrous, compli- 
cated, widely-diffused system of the man of 
sin, and the diversified schemes, systems, 
interests, and communions, which have ob- 
tained among Protestants, and which are all 
more or less modified, ani enibued with the 
leaven of antichrist. 
VOL, 11.—NEW SERIES. 
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Let us not mistake either the nature or 
extent of the ministry of the apostles, as if 
they only preached the gospel in the world. 
They were indeed preeminently gifted, and 
had a high and extraordinary function to 
perform as the accredited. ambassadors of 
Christ, to whom the gospel was committed. 
He who sent forth twelve apostles, could 
have sent out twelve times twelve, or a far 
greater number, and no eyangelists at all, 
making no permanent provision for the illu- 
mination of a benighted world. But how 
very differently has he been pleased to act! 
For while he appointed only twelve apostles, 
—which comparatively small number, as 
well as the nature of their ministry, shows 
it to have been extraordinary, and therefore 
only temporary,—he ‘sent forth seventy 
evangelists, even before the great promised 
descent of the Spirit. Now, to the small 
number of the twelve none was afterwards 
added save Saul, unless with some ‘we hold 
Barnabas also to have been advanced to the 
same office; while of the number of the 
evangelists there was evidently a very great 
increase. Thus‘‘the Lord gave the word: 
great was the company of those that pub- 
lished it.’ Is not this, then, an institution 
for permanent and universal operation 2 
For how without it are the Scriptures of the 
prophets to be fulfilled, which speak of the 
work of evangelizing the nations as com- 
mensurate with the duration of the media- 
tory reign of Christ, and a distinguished 
part of his mediatory work. The Lord 
Jesus, in appointing a standing ministry for 
evangelizing the nations till the end of the 


fulfil the Scriptures of the prophets. ‘‘ As 
soon,” says David, Ps. xviii., ‘‘ asthey hear’ 
of me, they shall obey me.” Who was to 
declare the Son of God, and to show his 
condescension, and dignity, and glory—the 
redemption he accomplished — the salvation 
he bestows? Who would preach the glad 
tidings among all nations ?- Those doubtless 
who knew and loved the Lord—to whom he 
gaye his Holy Spirit, and who were ready 
to impart to men, not the gospel only, but 
also their own lives for Christ’s sake. If 
the language of this.Psalm does not imply 


and qualified for it, how was the promise to 
be accomplished? I do not say after the 
death of the apostles, but during their life- 
time, when so much more work was to be 
done than the twelve could by any possi- 
bility overtake. 

first-born, higher than the kings of the 
earth. My mercy will I keep for him for 
evermore.” ‘This refers not so much to his 
personal greatness, or his exaltation at the 
right hand of God, as to the exaltation of 
| his name and power among the sons of men, 
35 


world, did no more than was required to ~ 


va 


such a ministry, and refer to men designed — 


Again, David saith, ‘1 will make him my — 


ae 


—_ 
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among whom he would extend a glorious | 


and enduring dominion. ‘1 will set his 
hand also in the sea, and his right hand in 


5 : oe ee | 
the rivers;” not by his own visible perso- 


nal agency, but by the power of his Spirit 
and the agency of his members. How he 
at the first girt his sword on his thigh, and in 
his majesty rode prosperously, we are well- 
informed in the word of God. 
James, and John,-and the apostle of the 


Peter, | 


Gentiles still go forth in the Scriptures of | 


truth; we have them still among us, as the 
Jews had Moses and the prophets ; and the 
dishonour done them will -yet be avenged 
on their enemies, who set aside their autho- 
rity, and thereby disregard the wisdom of 
Christ that they may establish their own 
traditions. Rev. xviii. 20. The evange- 
lists also go forth in the persons of our mis- 
sionaries, in subordination, as at the first, to 
the holy apostles. And many of them, like 
Aristarchus. and Secundus, and Gaius of 
Derbe, and Timotheus, Silvanus, Zenas, 
and Apollos, are “chief men among the 
brethren.” And the Lord Jesus is still with 
them in all their labours and tribulations 
which they endure; so that we may say, 
like the king of Babylon, ‘“‘ Did not we cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire ? 
and, lo, we see four men loose, and the 
form of the fourth is like the son of God,” 
. The prophet Isaiah, in speaking of the 
great power of Christ in subduing his ene- 
mies, and establishing his kingdom, pre- 
sently directs our attention to the means to 
be employed, and expressly declares that the 
power of the Lord would be displayed in the 
grace given to his servants, as was certainly 
done when the gospel was first propagated. 
«Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will lift 
up my hand to the Gentiles, and set up my 
standard to the people, and they shall bring 
thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters 
shall be carried upon their shoulders. De- 
part ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence; 
touch no unclean thing, go ye out of the 
midst of her : be ye clean that bear the ves- 
sels of the Lord. For the Lord will go be- 
fore you, andthe God of Israel will be your 
rereward. For ye shall go out with joy, and 
be led forth with peace: the mountains and 
the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands.” Is. xlix, 22, 23; lii. 11; 
lv. 12. What promises are these! and to 
whom are they given? Is it not to those 
who go forth to the nations with the gospel 
of salvation?’—“ the word which,” saith 
God, ‘shall accomplish that which I please, 


and shall prosper in the thing whereto I 


' sent it.” 
_ Relying, then, on the explicit informa 
tion of Seripture, we confidently hold, that 


evangelists were the only missionaries of. 
_ the primitive church, and that they are 
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clearly designed for this ministry while the 
world endures. ‘* He gaye some apostles, 
and some prophets, and some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers; for the 


perfecting of the saints, for the work of the | 


ministry. for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the 
faith. and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” 
Here are the temporary and extraordinary 
officers of the church—her apostles and her 
prophets; and here, also, are her ordinary 
and permanent officers—the evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers. If besides these 
there were other orders, where are they 
spoken of? how are they designated 2 
wherein did they differ from evangelists, 


| pastors, and teachers, in their gifts and mi- 


nistry ? or how happens it, that the apostle 
in all his enumerations of the gifts and 
teachers of that age, nowhere speaks of 
them? And, seeing that the duties of the 
primitive evangelists are yet required as in- 
dispensable, and are capable of being, as 
they sometimes are, properly performed, we 
ask, who are to do them? What class of 
Scripture ministers? Namethem. Tellus 
where to look forthem. For it behoves us 
here to seek instruction from the Bible. 
Human authority is of no weight whatever. 
Great names could be ranged on both sides 
of this question. But the mantle of our de- 
patted and living rabbies is not like the 
mantle of Elijah; for they have left the 
church like the builders of Babel, unable to 
‘‘ understand one another’s speech.”” What 
then is to be done? ‘To the law and to 
the testimony.”’ 

However, then, we dispose in theory of 
the evangelist’s office;.we cannot spread the 
gospel in the world without ‘ the work of 
the evangelist.” On the qualifications and 
duties of these ministers of Christ, and-our 
obligation to receive and encourage them in 
their great and arduous work, we design, if 
opportunity be granted, to offer some re. 
marks on a future oecasion. With your 
correspondent, Mr. Clarke, I sincerely think 


the seasonable and well-executed labour of - 


Mr. Douglas, in his essay on the office of 
the primitive evangelist, is caleulated to do 
much good; and is, therefore, well worthy 
of the attention of those who regard the ex. 
tension and prosperity of Christ’s kingdom 
in the world above all local, temporary, and 


trifling inquiries and controversies. And 


now I pray that God would greatly increase 
the number of his faithful messengers, and 
the zeal of his people to help them in their 
work. Whitefield used to say, a student’s 
name was legion, expecting, no doubt, he 


| would labour hard toturn many to righteous- 


ness. But we are taught in this matter by 
the example and the words of him » L 


—) At bee) |) = 
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Whitefield, with a zeal and power worthy 
of a primitive evangelist, sa extensively 
preached. “When he saw the multitudes,” 
says Matthew, “he was moved with com- 
passion on them, because they fainted, and 
were scattered abroad, as sheep having no 
shepherd. Then saith he unto his disci- 
ples, the harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” 


Glasgow, June 29, 1839. A.M. 


ON CHAPEL DEBTS. 
My dear Sir, 

I fear there is an impression upon the 
public mind, that, as a body, we do not put 
forth those energies which we should, and 
which I am quite sure we might, if the dis- 
position existed. We are regarded, in the 
main, as the least and most inefficient of the 
various sections of the church of Christ. I 
by no means, as an individual, believe the 
latter; still I apprehend this feeling very 
generally prevails in other communities. 
Now, true or false, such an opinion must 
operate injuriously, and the sooner, by 
some public act, we demonstrate its false- 
ness, the better. Is there, then, no ob- 
ject upon which our denominational en- 
ergies might be concentrated? JI think 
there is: and I mention at once the debts 
upon our places of worship, as being 
ove of sufficient magnitude; and no one 
ean doubt its importance. Again and again 
has the desirableness of this been urged 
upon the body, in a manner far superior to 
any thing | can do; whilst all admit the 
benumbing influence which this incubus 
exerts upon our operations. Nothing would 
confer such advantages upon us as this. 
New life would be infused into the body, 
and all our public institutions would reap 
immense benefit from it. I judge of its 
results generally from my own ease in parti- 
cular. Wearein debt. The place has been 
built during my connection with the church ; 
and we have paid off, with very trifling as- 
sistance from the public, about £1700, and 
shall be able, in a few years, to pay the re- 
mainder. In the meantime, we raise about 
£60 per annum for the Mission, and in the 
same proportion for other societies: but we 
have a tract of country around us very des- 
titute of the means of grace; and in two 
directions, I know not that I could find a 
single Baptist within 60 miles. We can 
weep over these desolations, but little more. 
The churebes in the district are dependent 
upon us and three or four other churches 
for aid in supporting their pastors. But 
how should we be affected if we had no 
debt? Why our contribution to the Mis- 
sion would probably be nearly doubled: the 


a 
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Home Mission would receive an increase ; 
and, in addition, we should be able to sup- 
port a Missionary in this county ourselves. 
I simply state these facts, and leave them to 
produce their own results. 

But can we accomplish this? Why not? 
We have the means, and if the disposition 
correspond with the ability, we should easily 
effect it. I think, Sir, we might do it in one 
year, without interfering with a single claim 
at present binding upon us. Former plans 
have appeared to me too complex, and re- 
quiring too much time for their accomplish- 
ment. If we do this, it must be by a noble 
effort of holy zeal, and in a short time. The 
plan I propose is the following :—The 
amount of debt, I believe, is about £90,000, 
or from that to £100,000—say the latter. 
We have also from 100,000 to 120,000 per- 
sons in church fellowship with us; and pro- 
bably about 4 or 500,000 others as regular 
hearers. Now if we could classify these, 
and each one would give according to his 
ability, the object would be within our 
teach. Suppose the following scale :— 


20,000 at 1s. would be £1,000 
20,000 - 2 = 2,000 
20,000. 3 — 3,000 
20,000 - 4 = 4,000 
20,000 .-- 5 — 5,000 
10,000 - 6 xs 3,000 
KO, 000) qste Se aaa 4,000 
10,0002- 10... — 5,000 
105000 -aldne a= 7,500 
5,000 - £1 <2 5,000 
5,000 - 2 whe 10,000 
5,000u-.. 3 — 15,000 
5600 One eee eeeee 25,000 
12000 ie a, Ome a 10,000 
500 =. 90. .—— 10,000 
200 e980. = 6,000 
200. 50. — 10,000 
100-100 — 10,000 - 


Thus, Sir, about 160,000 persons, only a 
smalt portion of those connected with us, 
would at this rate, in 12 months, raise 
£130,000, a sum which would more than 
liquidate the whole amount of our debts. 
Besides, for such an object, who can doubt 
but numbers of other denominations would. 
cheerfully aid us ? : — 

But I shall be asked, how can it be Te- 
duced to practice? I suggest the following. 
Let it, in the first place, be matured by the 


a 


Committee of the Union,” and taken up~ 


by each Association ; or if the Churches are 
not associated, by a Committee appointed 


by them for the district, who shall tho. = 


roughly canvass every member, and report 
to a general Committee in London, to the 
Treasurer of which all_monies should be 
paid. 
As an individual, and as the secretary of 
one of our smallest associations, I should 


500 


not fear being able to raise upon an average | 
£1 for every member in the churches which 
compose it; and most cheerfully from my 
own small salary of £100 per annum, would 
Igive my £10 for such an object. I submit 
this matter with some diffidence to public 
attention. In private I have made it known, 
and generally it has been thought feasible 
by some individuals of influence in the body. 
All agree that begging is worn out, and not 
before it is time; yet we have nothing to 
supply its place, and till the old debts are 
removed we shall have nothing. This, Sir, 
must be our first concern. The denomina- 


tion is crippled; why not, then, heal it? | 
No time seems better than the present; | 


and oh! may we have the grace so to feel 
and act, as in the sight of God, and it will 
be done. A Country MINISTER. 


ON DISSENTERS ENTERING THE MAGIS- 
TRACY. 


S1r,—It was with a great deal of plea- | 


sure, that I noticed some remarks in your 
Editorial Postscript, in the February num- 
ber, relative to Dissenters taking office, un- 
der the Municipal Corporations Act, as it is 


necessary for them in so doing to make a | 


declaration that they will not do any thing 
“ to injure or weaken the Protestant Church 
as by law established in England; or to 
disturb the said Church, or the Bishops and 
Clergy of the said Church, in possession of 
any rights and privileges, to which they 
are, or may be, by law entitled.” ‘This de- 
claration extends also to all civil offices to 
which dissenters may be called. I was 
much struck with a remark made to mea 
few days ago, when talking to a friend of 
the Church establishment, concerning the 
dismissal of the Duke of Newcastle from 
the Lord Lieutenaney of Nottinghamshire, 
on aceount of his haying refused to recom. 
mend a gentleman as a justice, merely on 
account of his being a dissenter, which I 
thought might perhaps be of some service 
to your readers, The person to whom I 
allude, in vindicating the conduct of the 
Duke of Neweastle, said, ‘*‘ What would be 
the value of the services of that person on 
the bench who could make the declaration 
required of him relative to the Church, at 
the time that he knew that church to be in 
opposition to the first principles of Chris- 
tianity, and felt it to be his duty to use all 
the influence he had to weaken it?” : 

_ This, Sir, is what the friends of Church 
Establishments think of us; and are they 


- not ready to remark, “ What can be the 
_ force of the conscientious scruples of the 
dissenters, while they can make such a de- 
_ claration?’”’ Let the dissenters, Sir, arise as 
_ one man, and shake off this tyrannical yoke; 


let them remember that their civil rights are 


ee . 
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at stake, and let not the supporters of 
“churches as by iaw established,” boast of 
their liberality towards dissenters, while at 
the same time they bind them down by this 
declaration. I am, yours, 
A Protestant NoNCONFORMIST. 
London, May 13, 1839, 


PLANS FOR USEFUL LABOUR. 


Dear S1rR,—You are aware that several 
of the Independent and Baptist churches of 
London and its vicinity have, within the 
last few months, been holding revival meet- 
ings at their chapels. Many through the 
country will be glad to learn that these 
meetings have been followed by the blessing 
of God. The churches have been revived; 
sinners have been converted; and, in some 
instances, chapels that were not much more 
than half filled with hearers are now well 
attended. 

The plan generally adopted has been to 
have the services of the preceding sabbath 
and special prayer-meetings referring to the 
important subject; then on Monday morn- 
ing, at six or seven o’elock, to have a 
prayer-meeting to implore God’s blessing ; 
and in the evening, at half-past six or seven, 
to have a public meeting, when prayer has 
been offered, and five or six addresses deli- 
vered by neighbouring ministers. In some 
instances there has also been a public ser- 
vice at half-past ten or eleven in the morn- 
ing. These exercises have at some places 
been continued every day to_the end of the 
week, and in others until puerta; but, 
I believe, every-where the last meetings have 
been the most numerously attended. I may 
also observe, that at one place where very 
important revival meetings were held, there 
was no minister engaged besides the pastor 
of the church. 

I believe that in every place where these 
meetings have been held, the pastor and the 
church are thankful to God for the increased 
spirituality and the suecess which have fol- 
lowed; and I trust that at some of the 
places, similar meetings will shortly be held 
again. But revival meetings are needed 
every-where. Every Christian requires 
extraordinary seasons of fervent prayer and 
humiliation before God, to make advances 
in holiness; and every church requires 
them. Alas! many of the churches through 
the country deeply need them, as the dead 
need life, : 

Permit me, however, to suggest that there 
are many kinds of useful labour which may 
be commenced and continued, either with 
or without these revival meetings. I will 


‘refer to a-few which have been tried, and 


which have, through the blessing of God, 


| in many ineeueeniprares eminently useful.. 


Many Christians, 


ough willing to labour 
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for God, are at a loss to know how to begin. 
And as some conscientiously think they 
have not talent for being actively service. 
able, I may observe that but very little 
talent is required for these plans which I am 
about to deseribe. Ardent love to the Sa- 
vtour, and deep compassion for perishing 
souls, are required. These are mdispensable 
qualifications for usefulness. But with 
them, where wisdom to win souls is habitu- 
ally sought, the weak may become as David. 

Every Christian should have something 
to do towards promoting the holiness and 
prosperity of the church; but, as far as 
possible, it should be employment that can 
be examined ; examined in this life as well 
as in that which is to come. There must 
therefore be system. 

1. One plan which I would recommend is 
a division of the neighbourhood into dis. 
tricts; appointing two persons to each dis- 
trict, who shall go-to every house with an 
invitation to attend the worship of God, and 
seek his merey. This invitation can be 
given either verbally, or printed on a small 
slip of paper, which may be left at the 
house. A kind verbal address has advan- 
tages which the printed invitation does not 
possess ; but the paper has its own peculiar 
advantages too. The same houses should 
be visited every sabbath, till the object of 
the visit 1s accomplished. 

2. Let one or two be appointed to each 
of these districts, who shall spend a part of 
the sabbath in going through, say, one fourth 
of the district; to call at every house where 
admitted, for the purpose of entering into 
religious conversation, and recommending 
the inmates, as may appear desirable, to 
send the children to the sabbath-school, to 
obtain a copy of the Scriptures, to attend 
the worship of God, but especially to seek 
the mercy of God through faith in the Sa- 
viour, Every person in a district who is 
willing to be visited, should be conversed 
with at least every month. Not long since 
I heard a minister say that forty-five mem- 
bers of his church were engaged in this 
blessed employment every sabbath. His, 
I scarcely need say, is a very prosperous 
church, KBR 

3. Appoint some devout Christians to 
accommodate strangers with seats during 
worship, who will speak with kindness to 
those who attend several times, inquiring 
whether they are obtaining benefit from the 
word ; and who will especially make it their 
business to» address those who appear to 
feel the truth. 

_-4, Appoint one or two to go to those 
who have attended the worship of God 
some time, and of whose religious state but 
little is known, to ask whether they. have 
received saving benefit from the word, and 
have begun to serve God ; that any who 
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have may be invited to unite with the 
ehureh, and that those who have not may 
be entreated to consider their obligations 
with their mercies, the necessity of a 
change, and the danger of delay. I lately 
heard of a gentleman who attended a chapel 
twenty-five years, and who received the 
blessing of God with the word; but no one 
in the ehurch ever conversed with him, to 
ascertain the state of his mind, during the 
whole of this time. Then, a member of 
another church improved an opportunity, or 
made one, to ask him whether he was re- 
eelving any advantage in worship; and 
when a satisfactory answer had been given, 
asked why he had not united with the 
church. The reply to this question was, 
that no one had asked him, or had spoken 
with him on the subjeet. Then, said the 
other, I will ask you to go and unite with 
us ; and he subsequently did. Many Chris- 
tians hesitate, only because they are not in- 
vited to unite with a church. 

5. Let any suitable male or female mem- 
ber be requested to meet with six or eight 
other members, at any convenient place, for 
an hour some evening in the week, to con- 
verse with them freely respecting their own 
religious state, and their exertions to be 
useful. To this meeting let every one of 
them be expected to labour to bring others 
for religious conversation, who are not in 
the church. Among a hundred members 
there might be ten or twelve of these meet- 
ings, which, through God’s blessing, would 
be constantly sending to the pastor appli- 
cants for admission to the church. 

6. Many of the sabbath-school teachers 
do spend a portion of every sabbath in en- 


treating their children to begin at once to 


seek the Saviour. Let all teachers be re- 
quested never to omit this duty. And let 
every teacher be requested to visit three or 


four of the families of his class every week ~~ 


for religious conversation. By keeping to 
this plan he may visit al] once a month: 
and the kind influence which is possessed 
over the children may thus be employed for 
bringing the parents to the worship of God, 
and to the Saviour. 

7. Let there be two Bible-classes con- 


a 


nected with the Sabbath school, that the — 


oldest boys and girls may have the most 
valuable instruction given to them at the 
period when they most need it, and are 


some additional inducement to stay. In 
many places, the oldést children are allowed 


to transfer themselves from the school to — 


the world without a single attempt to retain 
them in the nursery for the church. Yet 
at the time when there is the greatest 
danger the most compassionate anxiety. 
should be felt, and the most strenuous ef- 
forts employed. 


-most likely to quit the school for want of 
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8. Let prayer meetings be multiplied. | 
Many Christians might open their houses, 
once a week, or once a fortnight, for this 
purpose; and use the occasion to invite 
neighbours to join in the worship of God. 
The exhortations which are given at these 
meetings should be short, pointed, affection.. 
ate, and fervent. Prayer meetings would 
be much more profitable than many of them 
are, if they did not exceed an hour, or an 
hour and a quarter; and if in that time, be. 
sides the exhortations, and the singing, at 
least six or eight persons engaged in prayer. 
Devotion flags when the spirit becomes 
weary. 

9. Let these plans, or some of them, be 
fervently persevered in, with much indivi- 
dual, as well as united prayer, and there 
need not beany fear of having success. The 
pastor will soon feel himself called upon to 
devote at least one evening of the week to 
conversation with those who are seeking 
union with the people of God. 

The church that is thus active and prayer- 
fulis most likely to have Peace. There will 
be among such people the least disposition to 
quarrel, for they will be growing in grace ; 
and the least time to quarrel, for they will all 
have employment of the greatest importance 
to engross their attention. And there will 
be PROSPERITY, as well as peace. The 
plain word of God encourages us to expect 
it. Facts also show that .the word is 
true. And when those facts are occurring 
in many parts of the world, and in many 
parts of England, why should any portion 
of the church remain in doubt? Why 
should any minister, or any christian, be 
afraid % 

The success will, however, create a de. 
mand upon the ministers of the gospel, and 
the people of God, where it is given. There 
will be a demand for more labour, more 
fervent devotion, more self-denial, and more 
habitual consecration to God. Bu’, surely, 
compliance with this demand is our happi- 
ness and glory. We live at the present 
time to have the high privilege of increased 
employment and growing success. While, 
therefore, the Saviour is saying to us, ‘ Ac- 
cording to your faith be it done unto you,” 
let us have grace to say unto him, with sin- 
cerity, and constancy, and fervour, ‘* Lord, 
increase our faith.” Let every christian, 
with reliance upon God for having wisdom 
and success, at once begin some plans of | 
useful exertion. While we hesitate, at our 
very doors, the unconverted are sinking in 
death. And let the plans be adopted with 
_ earnestness, But whatever may be done, 
— let the ‘manner of doing it, and the result, 
_ be inquired into by the minister, if possible, 
every week, ) 


Yours yery sincerely, 
: tet] | SME 


s 
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ON MISSIONS TO THE ABORIGINES OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Sir,— 


Allow me through your pages to address 
a word to our friends on a subject slightly 
alluded to in some of your late numbers, I 
mean the interesting field for missionary la- 
bour amongst the natives of the delightful 
new colony of South Australia, whose pecu- 
liar claim upon us must be appreciated by 


| all who reflect on the rapidly increasing 


pumbers of the white population, with the 
deadly and contaminating influence they 
are sure to exert without Christian mission- 
aries, and even now are beginning to exert, 
notwithstanding ail arrangements made to 
the contrary. 

Who can be insensible to the invitation 
they give us by their kind and confiding 
disposition, their superior intellect, and their 
willingness, nay even anxiety, to adopt our 
manners and customs so faras they can un- 
derstand them? We must also remember, 
that they are now our fellow-subjects, our 
political brethren. Indeed, their claim can- 
not be doubted by any one acquainted. with 
the history of our colonies, and the state 
and prospects of South Australia. 

I would therefore draw the attention of 
our friends to the following facts, which ap- 
pear to me to point out a promising plan of 
operation. Her Majesty’s ‘ Colonization 
Commissioners of South Australia’ have 
published the following regulation, ‘that any 
one who shall pay in advance to the proper 
officer, either in England or in the colony, 
the price of 4,000 acres of land, or upwards, 
shall have a right, for every 4,000 acres thus 
paid for, to call on the colonial commissioner 
to survey any compact district within the 
colony, of an extent not exceeding 15,000 
acres; and, within a reasonable time after 
such survey, to select his land from any 
part of such district before any other appli- 
cant.” This has been taken advantage of 
by many who have formed themselves into 
associations for the purpose of subscribing a 
capital to be laid out in the purchase and 
selection of such portions of land as will en- 
title them to a ‘‘ special survey,” according 
to the above quoted regulation, their object 
being purely the pecuniary advantage ex- 
pected to be realized to the holders of 
shares, when all expenses have been” paid, 
and the land shall be divided to each ac. 
cording to the amount of his subscription. 

Now what I would propose is, that-an 
association of the above kind should be es- 
tablished by Baptist brethren, with the view 
of purchasing 4,000 or more acres of land 
among the native tribes far away from any 
of the present settlements, in the road be- 
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Wales, on the river Murray, or some other 
Suitable spot within the New Colony. On 
this land the members of the association, or 
their tenants (all of whom should be pious 
members of our denomination, forming one 
church, and zealous in the missionary cause) 
might form a settlement in which all the 
usual operations and employments of similar 
settlements might be carried on, together 
with the most active and efficient mission- 
ary labours amongst the surrounding native 
tribes, who are said to be very numerous on 
the beautiful and fertile banks of the above- 
mentioned river, and who might by proper 
means be soon amalgamated with their Eu- 
ropean visitors. 

I throw out these hints with the hope 
that others more competent to the task may 
be induced to give the subject the serious 
and prayerful consideration it appears to me 
to demand; and with acknowledgments of 
the pleasure and profit for which I am in- 
debted to you, allow me to subscribe my- 
self yours sincerely, A DiscrpeLe. 


London. 


ON THE SUPPORT OF RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, 


Dear Sir,—Having in two former letters 
drawn attention to circumstances connected 
with the means of obtaining support for our 
religious societies, and the mode of manage- 
ment, I now respectfully offer some sugges- 
tions for improvement, which I hope will be 
found to be of a practical character, and 
consistent with the genius of such institu- 
tions. 

Although there were undoubtedly many 
peculiarities in the position of the primitive 
churches which prevent their system being 
brought forward as perfectly applicable to 
present times, yet the principle upon which 
the assistance of fellow saints was requested, 
and the arguments by which such assistance 
was urged, must be esteemed correct. and 
applicable to all ages of the church. On 
reference to the early history of the church, 
it does not appear that assistance was ob- 
tained under the influence of excitement— 
the feelings were not wrought upon by af- 
fecting descriptions of the destitution of 
those who were to be benefited—the apos- 
tles did not found their claim upon the li- 
berality of the churches on any such ground 
as this, but upon the far more weighty con- 


sideration of the duties which devolved 


upon each individual Christian, in conse- 
quence of his obtaining an interest in the 
vast blessings of the gospel; they appealed 
to duty rather than benevolence, and drew 
their arguments from within rather than 
without. This being the method adopted 
by the apostles, it followed, as might natu- 
rally be expected, that funds were provided 


‘ 


‘ 
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with a spontaneity unknown in the present 
day, Rom. xvi. 26; 2 Cor. viii. 3, 4, ix. 2; 
Phil. iv. 10; 1 Thess. iv. 10. Men laid by 
money as God had prospered them, they 
gave it as a proof of love and subjuga- 
tion to the gospel; they were rich in good 
works, and ready to communicate. No la- 
boured statement is mecessary to convince 
your readers that a very different method of 
procuring aid in the cause of God is now re. 
sorted to; excitement is kept up by a vast 
machinery, and at a great expense of both 
time and money—an expense forming so 
large a per centage upon the gros$ amount 
of expenditure, that I am persuaded if the 
facts were so stated as to develope the pro- 
portions, it would at once produce a deter- 
mination to remedy the evil—and let it be 
remembered that the system is not only bad 
but inefficient. You have the result in large 
balances advanced by your treasurers in al- 
most every society, and but a small propor- 
tion of your pastors have adequate support. 
Now it is in this state of affairs that I ven- 
ture to appeal to every true believer: I ask 
him to bring the amount of his contribution 
to the test of conscience, and to view it in 
association with the benefits he has derived 
from the gospel of Christ, remembering that 
these are the associations in-which he will 
have to view the expenditure of his talent 
at the last great day. If this method were 
universally adopted there would he no diffi. 
culty in carrying out some such scheme as 
the following. 

I. Let each individual caleulate how much 
he can afford to give to the cause of God in 
each quarter of the year. é. 

IT. A meeting should be appointed at 


which every member of the church and con- 


gregation should be invited to bring this 
contribution. 

III. The divine blessing should be soli- 
cited upon these contributions to the cause 
of God, and every means used to promote 
the spivitual character of such meeting. 

IV. The amount of contributions should 
be ascertained, and a further meeting ap- 
pointed at which the deacons should be pre- 
pared to propose the division of the amount 
collected, appropriating it, 1. To the minis- 
ter’s support. 
public worship. 3. The various societies con- 
nected with the denomination. 

V. An annual meeting should be held, at 


2. The expenses attending 


which an analysis of the operations of the — 


various sucieties should be given, from par- 
ticulars furnished by the parent societies. 


Should this plan ever be adopted, the ne- — 


cessity for collection sermons will be done 
away, the pulpit will be associated only 
with the most solemn exercises of ministe- 
rial duty, and our primitive mode of public 
worship relieved from one of its most pain. 
ful accompaniments. — : 


» 
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Having ina former paper drawn attention 
to some evils connected with the mode of 
managing our various societies, I respectful - 
ly invite the attention of committee men to 
the following suggestions. 

One prevailing complaint is the want of 
an active, diligent committee. And is not 
this complaint likely to continue until some 
better method of selecting the members is 
resorted to. On referring to the committee 
lists of Stepney College, Union Building 
Fund, and Irish Society, it will be found 
that some names are on each committee, 
and many are retained when their attend- 
ance has been of a very irregular character. 
If the re-election were to be governed by 
the number of attendances, and no gentle. 
man were to be-chosen on more than two 
committees, this evil would soon be removed. 
But I fear we have declined ina much more 
important matter—the connection of prayer 
with our committee meetings. It would 
appear from the early periodical accounts of 
the mission that prayer was resorted to 
much more frequently then: I have been a 


. member of almost every committee in the 


denomination, but never was invited to a 
meeting for prayer until last year, in cou- 
nection with the Irish committee. Surely, 
Sir, our meetings for prayer should be as 
frequent as our meetings for business, or at 
least once a quarter; and if but few attend, 
let us endeavour to. profit by the excellent 
remark of Mr. Colton, “The spirit is the 
thing, and that is born and must be cherish- 
ed in the closet.” Mr. Hall remarks, “an 
effusion of the spirit of prayer on the church 
of Christ is a surer pledge of success in the 
establishment of missions than the most 
splendid exhibition of talent.”” Mr. James 
has remarked in connection with the subject 
of revivals, and it will apply equally well 
here, ‘‘much has been said, and eloquently, 
to recommend the theme tothe devout at- 
tention of the Christian church, but there 
the matter has ended—the breath of elo- 
quence has not fanned the languid flame of 
piety. It is not eloquence we want, but 
faith and the supplicating heart. Eloquence 
may moveman, but prayer moves the arm of 
God; eloquence may procure money, but 
prayer will bring down the grace that money 
cannot purchase, and without which the 
greatest hoards of wealth are useless. 
Happy will it be for the cause of God in 
connection with our society’s labours if 
these hints shall induce our ministerial 
brethren, who assemble in London at this 
season, to urge upon every committee a 


more prayerful exercise of their solemn and 


most responsible duties. 


\ 


I am, Sir, ' 
Yours respectfully, 


Westminster, vals 
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EDITORIAL POSTCRIPT. 


An article will be found in the Missionary- 
Herald, to which we desire to direct special 
attention. It developes a new and ingenious 
plan which the opponents of our brethren in 
Jamaica have devised and begun to execute, 
for crushing the abettors of negro freedom. 
We have no apprehension that He who has 
undertaken to save the children of the needy, 
and break in pieces the oppressor, will allow 
his merciful purposes to be frustrated in this 
way; but, as he employs the agency of his 
servants in the conflict in which he is en- 
gaged, we doubt not that thousands of British 
Christians will esteem it an honour and hap- 
piness to do their part in the present emer- 
gency. We have pleasure in adding that at the 
Quarterly Meeting of the Baptist Missionary 
Committee, on September 25th, the following 
Resolutions were passed unanimously :— 


** ‘That this Committee have heard with equal 
disgust ard indignation, of recent judicial proceedings 
in Jamaica, affecting their devoted and esteemed 
missionaries, the Rev. William Knibb and the Rev. 
Samuel Oughton ; proceedings by which justice has 
been flagrantly denied to the former, and atrocious 
injustice has been inflicted on the latter. Under 
these trying circumstances, the Committee feel it in- 
cumbent on them promptly to declare their sincere 
sympathy with their persecuted brethren, whom they 
cheerfully assure of their unabated confidence and 
resolute support. 

‘©2, That as the measures which remain to be taken 
in order to secure justice, as well as those which 
have already been adopted, involve heavy expenses, 
which cannot be permitted to fall upon the parties 
themselves, this Committee confidently anticipate that 
an adequate subscription will be raised by the British 
public, in which they are persuaded the friends of the 
Baptist Missionary Society will cordially co-operate, 
with a view to defray the costs of all the sufferers in 
these iniquitous proceedings.’ SS 


It will be remembered that a few months 
ago that very valuable institution, ‘The 
Widow’s Fund,” received a seasonable relief 
from a legacy of £8000, bequeathed to it by 
the late George Hammond Esq., who also left 
£8000 to the Associate Fund for poor Inde- 
pendent Ministers, £3000 to the London 
Missionary Society, and £10,000 to the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. The residue 
of his property, when all other claims were 
discharged, was according to his will to be 
equally divided between these four societies ; 
and we are happy to learn that his executors 
have consequently paid to each, in addition to 
the sum already mentioned, the welcome sup- 
plement of £13,000. Mr. Hammond’s wife. 
was a Baptist, and he himself was during his 
life-time a subscriber to our principal socie- 
ties; but, whether it was that he thought 
that their excellence being so manifest as to 
ensure the adequate support of living contri- 
butors, they might therefore be safely left to 
their own inherent strength, or whether he 
were influenced by some other motive, so it 
was, that he did not bequeath to any one of 
them a shilling! Living friends will, how- 


ever, perceive, we trust, that the duty of sup- 
porting our institutions devolves on them. 
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DESCRIPTION OF ATHENS, AND OF THE PRESENT 
RELIGIOUS STATE OF GREECE. 


Many of our friends are aware that our esteemed brother, the Rev. John 
Wenger, who, with three other Missionaries, accompanied Mr. Pearce to Cal- 
cutta, spent several years in Greece, Having been requested to furnish some 
account of the state of religion in that country, he supplied the narrative which, 
with some abridgment, rendered necessary by the amount of other matter, is 


now presented to our readers. 


DwRING a residence in the celebrated capital 
of Greece, I used frequently to ascend Mars’ 
Hill; and from that sacred spot, once hallowed 
by the footsteps of the apostle Paul, witness the 
lovely sceno of a Grecian sunset. 

The modern town of Athens, situated to the 
north of the Acropolis, extends from the temple 
of Theseus, so conspicuous in the vale on the 
left side of the engraving, to the sublime temple 
of Jupiter Olympus, which has not escaped the 
ravages of time, nor the rude barbarity of the 
Turks. The greater part of the houses is con- 
cealed from our yiew by the glorious Acropolis, 
and by the hill of Mars, separated from it by 
that narrow valley through which the peaked 
‘summit of Mount Lycabettus is seen. 

The family with whom I was residing lived 
in a house situated in the very centre of the 
town. In order from thence to reach the top 
of Margy’ Hill, I sometimes, especially when the 
heat of summer made it desirable to avoid a 
steep ascent, proceeded first to the temple of 
Theseus, still in a state of almost entire pre- 
servation, and then gradually ascended the rocky 
hill of Mars, following the few traces now re- 
maining of the Turkish wall. After passing 
many steps, seats, and cisterns, all cut in the 
solid rock, I would thus at last reach the place 
where, in days of old, the court of the Areopagus 
used to hold its sittings, and where Paul ad- 
dressed the most intellectual audience to whom 
he ever declared the Gospel of Christ. Turn- 
ing to the right, and ascending a flight of steps 
cut in the rock more than two thousand years 
ago, } found myself at last on the top of Mars’ 
Hill. I gat down on the rock, which had been 
levelled foy the purpose by the Athenians of 
former days, The sun was about to disappear 
behind the bold mountains of the Isthmus of 
Corinth; the shades of evening already gave a 
peculiee at to the steep hills of Salamis, the 
Saronic gulf was ag smooth as a sheet of glass 
whilst the high coast of the Peloponnesus, anc 
the nearer island of Egina, retained, for a few 
minutes longer, their lovely blue appearance. 
The sky was pure and bright; the last rays of 
the sun gilded the Acropolis immediately before 
me, and shed a rosy hue over the neighbouring 
ridge of Mo. nt ial sublin the whole @, at 
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|force themselves upon the mind on so remark- 
able a spot, gave a solemn tone to my feelings. 
On my departure from my native country a 
friend had taken leave of me by saying, ‘‘ May 
the same spirit which animated Paul fill your 
heart during your stay in Greece!” and those 
words never failed to recur to my mind when I 
visited the very spot once hallowed by the pre- 
sence of the apostle. He probably came by land 
from Beeotia ; and, after travelling through the 
wild scenery between Mount Parnes and Pen- 
telicus, crossed the fertile plain, covered with 
gardens, and vines, and oliye-trees, which ex- 
panded immediately before my eyes. He was 
evidently filled with admiration, as well as with 
sorrow, at the sight of those splendid temples, 
whose unequalled beauty and elegance are still 
so eonspicuous. ‘He went about the city, and 
beheld these sanctuaries.” But what an ardent 
love to God and man must have animated him! 
Surrounded by the very master-pieces of archi- 
tecture, he never forgot that idolatry, in whose 
honour they had been reared, was an insult con- 
stantly offered to the holy Creator of the uni- 
verse, an unceasing offence against the benevo- 
lent Father of mankind, a disgrace to human 
nature; a source of infinite wretchedness; a 
state of guilt and thraldom, carefully maintained 
by the enemy of God, who would delight in the 
ruin of his blind and devoted slaves, and whose 
designs could only be frustrated by a saving faith 
in Jesus Christ. The spirit of love, which 
kept alive these impressions in the apos- 
tle’s mind, whilst it imparted a tone of mild 
candour to his feelings, prompted him to imme- 
diate exertion, and inspired him. with a noble 
courage. When he was standing on this very 
spot, the temple of Theseus, so dear to the affec- 
tions of the Athenians, was as beautiful as it is 
now; that Acropolis as striking and command- 
ing then as it now appears; that Parthenon, the 
noble front and columns of which are so impos- 
ing now, was infinitely more grand then, when 
no Venetian bomb had destroyed its centre; 
when Mohammedan zeal had not placed that 
ugly mosque in the wide gap; the rapacious 
tooth of time had not lacerated its workman- 
ship; when the barbarity of the Turks had not 
spoiled its exquisite sculpture; nor the well- 
ming easy 2 Lord Elgin carried off the 
most elegant of its ornaments, If now, in its 
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dilapidated state, it excites the admiration of all 
observers, what an impression must this master- 
picce of architecture, in its perfect condition, 
have produced on the mind of an intelligent 
spectator | 

The Propylaa, which are just now being 
brought to light out of the Turkish vaults, in 
which they haye been immured for centuries, 
then displayed all their native elegance and 
grandeur. The beautiful little temple of For- 
tune, which has lately been partially restored, 
was then perfect. The temple of Minerva Po- 
lias, which, for so long a time, has almost been 
buried in walls and ruins, then was free and 
entire, and formed a most exquisite specimen of 
Attic taste. In the days of Paul the colossal 
statue of Minerva, discerned by the sailors at 
a distance of forty miles, still overlooked the 
Areopagus. And besides these objects, which 
crowned the lofty Acropolis, how. many temples 
must haye bestudded the whole scene before 
him! 

When Christianity was introduced, the hea- 
then sanctuaries were changed into Christian 
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places of worship, of which no less a number than 
174 could, in 1820, be pointed out in the city 
and its immediate neighbourhood.’ How true, 
then, is the apostle’s remark, that the Athenians 
were “ exceedingly religious !”* With this pros- 
pect before him,—in the very sight of these tem- 
ples,—under the very frown of the colossal sta- 
tue of Minerva, the intrepid apostle hesitated 
not to tell the vain, and elegant, and religious 
Athenians, that ‘‘God dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands,”—and that they ought not to 
think him like unto-gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and man’s deyice, He hesitated 
not to speak of their state as a state of ignorance; 
and, in the very place which derived its cele- 
brity from the far-famed wisdom and authority 
of their supreme tribunal, he was not afraid to 
declare that ‘God now commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent, because he hath appointed 
a day in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordain- 
ed; whereof he hath given assurance unto all 
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead,” 


* See Doddridge on Acts xvii, 22.—Ep. 


In describing the present state of Athens, in a religious point of view, Mr. 


Wenger remarks :— 


Peculiar pleasure must be felt in looking at 
the school-house of the American Episcopal 
Mission. When this building was first erected, 
in 1832, Athens presented a very different 
aspect from what it now does. The Turks were 
then still in possession of the Acropolis; there 
were not a dozen tolerable houses in the whole 
town ; the population, which nowamounts nearly 
to 20,000, then was hardly 2000; and the poor 
people lived in wretched hoyels. Education, at 
that time, was entirely banished from the city, 
which has so frequently been called its cradle. 
But Dr. Robertson and Myr. Hill, the mission- 


_ aries, on their arrival here, soon commenced 


a school; and succeeded, more especially, in 
transplanting female education into ‘a soil where 
it had never grown’ before. You will undoubt- 
edly be astonished to hear, that in the highest 
circles of Greek society you may, even at this 
day, frequently meet ladies who would not be able 
to write their own names, or who have never been 
taught to read. Female education was almost 
unknown in Greece before the missionaries sent 
out by the churches of England and Anicrica in- 
troduced it; but now nearly 300 girls, besides 


about 200 boys, are daily receiving Christian in- 


struction; the New Testament and other portions 
of the holy Scriptures are daily explained to them ; 


‘onevery Lord’s day they enjoy the blessings of a 


' 


Sunday-school ; and the beneficial effects of the 
devoted labours of Mr, and Mrs, Hill* are so 
manifest and striking, that they are gratefully 
acknowledged by the people and the govern- 
ment, And lest this institution should become 


*® Dr. Robertson, the excellent founder of the 
mission, removed to Syra in Nov, 1833. 
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extinct by their removal or death, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hill, assisted by her two sisters, and another 
Christian lady, from America, are, at the same 
time, engaged in training a number of female 
teachers, through whose instrumentality it is to 
be hoped the blessings of a scriptural education 
will be diffused over the whole country. 

A similar institution was established in the 
island of Syra as early as 1827, The Rev. Mr. 
Hildner, of the Church Missionary Society, is 
at the head of it; and, under the judicious di- 
rection of that humble servant of Christ, it con- 
tinues to flourish, and to spread its beneficial 
influetice over a numerous population, Nearly 
600 children, about half of whom are girls, are 
constantly receiving ‘a scriptural education in 
that noble establishment. <5 

The Greeks are exceedingly desirous of edu- 
cation,—they thirst after knowledge. The pa- 
rents are willing to make every sacrifice in order 
to procure for their children the advantages of 
instruction. Even under the oppressive bondage 
of the Turks the Greeks constantly showed their 


eagerness after solid information. In most parts _ 


of the country there were boys’ schools, which, 
notwithstanding many essential defects, were 
more efficient than you would perhaps imagine. 
A book, at that time, was quite a rarity in this 
country, There would frequently be only one 
printed volume in a whole class, namely, the 
one belonging to the teacher; but, by means of 
dictation, and by dint of unceasing repetition 


and recitation, the contents of that volume were 


sure to be permanently treasured up in the me- 
mory of each scholar, < 
I remember, about hl years ago, seeing, in 
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aremote part of the country, a school which 
still retained some of the features of those pri- 
mitive institutions, With the exception of one 
seat for the master, there was not a chair nor a 
bench to be seen. The boys were seated on the 
floor, along the walls of the room ; and the mas- 
ter went with his book from one pupil to ar- 
other, to teach him to read; whilst the zeal of 
the remainder could easily be tested by the lond- 
ness with which they all repeated a lesson pre- 
viously written on paper, and which they were 
now committing to memory. 

The universal eagerness after instruction was 
considered by the missionaries as a fact not to be 
disregarded; accordingly, they established schools 
wherever they settled; and, under their imme- 
diate inspection and care, upwards of 1000 
children have, for the last six or seven years, 
been constantly receiving a scriptural edu- 
cation. 

Twelve years ago no proper school-books in 
the modern Greek language were in existence ; 
but, in four or five years, the missionary presses 
at Malta, Syra, and Smyrna published so many, 
that they are now to be met with in almost 
every part of Greece. These books always 
breathe a spirit of genuine piety, and contain 
much scriptural truth, 

Since the arrival of King Otho, the govern- 
ment also has begun to take efficient measures 
for the diffusion of education. The Rev. Dr. 
Korck, the original founder of the Church Mis- 
sion school at Syra, drew up a plan of national 
education, and was, for some time, the director 
of the public schools and of the Royal Seminary 
for teachers ; but his incessant labours under- 
mined his health, and his decided attachment to 
evangelical piety excited the opposition of a bi- 
goted party, and obliged him to resign his situ- 
ation, He has renewed his connexion with the 
Church Missionary Society, and now devotes his 
remaining strength to the preparation of religious 
books, But the work begun by him is still 
going on, and the wise regulations introduced by 
him are preductive of much good. 

School-books are now also published ty the 
government; and higher schools have been esta- 
blished for several years, and are preparing nu- 
merous scholars for the University, which was 
ie under favourable circumstances, in May, 

It was an interesting sight to behold a Uni- 
versity springing up amidst the ruins of this 
city. King Otho honoured the day of its com- 
mencement with his presence, and appeared 
deeply interested in the addresses delivered on 
that memorable occasion by the five principal pro- 
fessors. I shall never forget the impression pro- 
duced upon my mind by some sentences then 
uttered by the professor of divinity. Speaking 
of the superiority of the school of Christ over 
every human system and every literary institu- 
tion, he urged upon the audience the desirable- 

_hess of an enlightened clergy ; and then, turn- 
ing to the king, he exclaimed, “ But, throughout 
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your majesty’s dominions, the word of God is 
hardly preached at all, and the term priesthood 
has become synonymous with that of ignorance.” 
This bold confession, alas! was but too well 
founded. In this city, which, ever since Christ- 
mas, 1834, has been the capital of the kingdom, 
and which contains upwards of thirty places of 
worship belonging to the Greek church, I have, 
during the twelve months I have resided here, 
not once heard of a sermon being preached by 
any of the Greek clergy. 

At Syra, the bishop, who is, comparatively, a 
very learned and zealous man, preaches every 
Sunday in Lent, but this is considered as some- 
thing very extraordinary ; and it will be a long 
time before his example is imitated in the 
smaller towns, much less in the villages. Even 
at Constantinople, where the Greek population 
amounts to upwards of 200,000, there are only 
two preachers for all the numerous churches in 
that city and its suburbs. How truly, then, 
may it be said that the people are perishing for 
lack of knowledge! And, indeed, how should 
the Greek priests be able to preach? Many of 
them understand only very imperfectly the ser- 
vices of their liturgy ; many are hardly able to 
write legibly, much less correctly ; and the lower 
clergy in the country, as to their education and 
standing in society, are only on a level with the 
peasantry. Oh, it is truly lamentable to reflect 
on all this, and to witness, on the one hand, in- 
fidelity spreading among the enlightened classes 
of society, and superstition darkening the minds 
of the lower orders! The Virgin Mary and the 
saints have put our great God and Sayiour en- 
tirely in the back ground; and the moral state 
of the people (amiable as their character is in 
many respects) is quite distressing. And yet, 
so strong is the power of delusion, that the Greek 
church calls herself “ the orthodox church,” and 
the mother of the churches. Thousands of its 
members consider themselves as the only real 
Christians, and look upon all other denomina- 
tions as abominable heretics. 

A little more than a year ago, (April and 
May, 1836,) the missionaries at Syra were the 
objects of popular indignation ; their schools 
were attacked, the house of one of them assailed 
with stones; for many weeks their children 
could never walk through the streets without 


being insulted; and, what is the worst ofall, not — 


merely tracts and school-books, but many copies 
of the word of God, were publicly destroyed and 
delivered to the flames by the bigoted populace. 
The good sense of the enlightened inhabitants of 
Syra, as well as the firm wisdom of the govern- 
ment, soon put an end to these proceedings in 
the Greek kingdom; but in Turkey the Greek 
Patriarch has solemnly sanctioned them, and 
strictly forbidden the circulation of the Sacred 
Scriptures among the members of the Greek 
church, All this opposition (which is likely to 
go on for a long time, at least in Turkey,) is, 
however, encouraging as well as painful, for it 
proves that some good has been done, of which 
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the enemy is afraid. The Scriptures have al- 
ready been too widely circulated, and have gained 
too strong a hold on the public mind, to admit 
of being forgotten, or of remaining useless. The 
word of God has found its way into almost every 
school. A translation of the New Testament, 
made 200 years ago, has, with occasional correc- 
tions, frequently been reprinted by the British 
and Foreign and the American Bible Societies. 
The Old Testament has lately, for the first time, 
been translated into the modern Greek lan- 
guage; and detached portions of it have been 
printed in separate volumes, A better transla- 
tion of the New Testament, intended to form a 
fit continuation of the Old one, is now in pro- 
gress.* The Rev. H. D. Leeves, agent of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, has, for many 
years past, been engaged in these and similar 
labours, and has already (1837) put into circu- 
lation upwards of 120,000 copies of various por- 
tions of the sacred volume. 

The number of people who read the Scriptures, 
exclusive of the thousands of school children, is 
very considerable. Some peruse them on ac- 
count of the interesting information contained in 
them ; others because the language of the new 
translation pleases them, or because it is the only 
book they possess: but I have met with several 
who have derived spiritual blessings from the in- 
spired volume, and found in it consolation which 
they had elsewhere sought in vain. Among these 
I remember especially a young naval officer, a 
native of Hydra, who, a few years ago, had the 
misfortune to lose his sight, and was thus ren- 
dered unable to read his Bible himself. His. 
affectionate sisters, although grown up, now ac- 
quired the art which they had never been taught 


* This translation was finished in April, 1838; 
and the Gospels and Acts were subsequently pub- 
lished at Athens, being the first portion of the Holy 
Scriptures ever printed there. 
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in their childhood, and began regularly to read 
the word of God to their afflicted brother. The 
effect upon him continued to be most beneficial 
and consolatory; and his aged mother, as well 
as his kind sisters, were likewise brought to 
Christ by the instrumentality of that Divine 
book, and the renewing grace of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Since 1837 the opposition to missionary opera- 
tions. in Turkey has continued, but in Greece 
the servants of God are allowed to enjoy a sca- 
son of tranquillity. 

The students of divinity at Athens have, what 
two years ago was thought to be quite impos- 
sible, commenced the study of Hebrew. <A 
church, connected with the University, in which 
sermons are to be preached regularly, has been 
opened, or is about to be opened. An English 
church is being built opposite the ruins of the 
temple of Jupiter Olympius; and will, when 
finished, accommodate the congregation now 
worshipping in a private house. 

Dr. King, long a missionary in Syria, but set- 
tled at Athens since 1831, continues (besides 
Mr. and Mrs, Hill) to prosecute his labours, 
which now consist chiefly in the distribution of 
Bibles and tracts, in daily conversations with 
the people, and in regular preaching on the 
Lord’s day. - 

Peculiar difficulties stand in the way of mis- 
sionary labours among the Greeks: their intel- 
lectual and spiritual pride presents one of the 
chief obstacles to the reception of the Gospel. 
But the religion of Christ is destined to become 
universal ; 2nd the Greeks, who now consider 
the worship of pictures, the sign of the Cross, 
the repetition of certain words, and the rigid 
observance of fasts and ceremonies, as the most 
essential parts of devotion, and the surest means 
of salvation, will one day learn to worship God — 
and our blessed Lord in spirit and in truth, 


ENTALLY.—PROSPEROUS STATE OF THE MISSION AND 
NATIVE INSTITUTION. 


Our last Number contained a variety of information respecting the Native. 


Christian Institution at Entally, under 


the superintendence of our esteemed 


brother Ellis. We have this month the pleasure of giving a further account of 


its proceedings, forwarded us in a letter from Mr. Ellis-to the Secretary, unde 


date of May 20. 


Tue Native Christian Institution is prosper- 
ing. Your highly-esteemed nephew, Mr. Par- 
sons, has kindly given me assistance in the theo- 
logical department. We baptized six persons 
about a month ago, and four others are now can- 
didates. We are just now making arrangements 
to connect with the Institution some useful arts 
or trades; being desirous that those who may 
not become teachers or preachers should be en- 
abled to maintain themselves by their own la- 
bour, In fact; we want the lower department 
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to be really a normal school, and the theological 
division, also, to be efficiently conducted. 

We hope to commence a schoo! fur the Hin- - 
doo youth, similar to the one at Chitpur, as 
soon as we hear of the sanction of the plan of 
the building, &c., sent home in February. I 
very much wish brother Parsons may be with ~ 
us, having particular charge of it, and giving me 
his very efficient aid in the Christian Institu- 
tion, as he now does. 


The Bow Bazaar Chapel deeds, conveying the 
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property to trustees on behalf of the church, are 
now ready for signature, All the English ser- 
vices are taken alternately by us. On brother 

ayne is devolved the gener’ al oversight of the 
preaching to the natives in Caleutta and the vil- 
lages. He thus writes in reference to his pro- 
ceedings — 


CALCUTTA AND NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES. 


Missionary Efforts amongst the Natives. 


We have four preachers entirely devoted to 
the natives. Brother Carapiet’s labours are in- 
cessant and unwearied. Though now consider- 
ably advanced in life, he has not at all abated 
in his energy or zeal. Almost every day, morn- 
ing and evening, he preaches Christ and him 
crucified, to the perishing heathen, besides dis- 
charging the duties of the pastoral office of the 
church under his care, 

Brethren Sujatali, Ganganarayan, and Jacob 
are constantly engaged in the same work, show- 
ing all diligence, and giving me great satisfac- 
tion. 

The Huropean and native church at Lal Ba- 
zaar, formerly under the care of brother Robin- 
son, has latterly, till within a few days, enjoyed 
unusual harmony and comfort. Every month 
additions have been made to their number by 
baptism of such as appear to be saved; and had 
the discipline been less rigid more would have 


been admitted. Next Sabbath I hope to bap- 
tize a very interesting converted Hindoo. This 
comforts the people inthe midst of the heavy trial 


| they have lately experienced from the defection of 


one of their number. They have, however, done 
their part in purging out the old leaven. 

The native church at Kalinga has had several 
painful cases of discipline lately, but they have 
also becn revived by the accession of others im 
their room. 

The heathen chapel at Jan Bazaar is now 
open every day except Saturday, and is very well 
attended by Mussulmans and Hindoos. This is 
the only place in Calcutta where any effort is 
made for the immediate conversion of the Mo- 
hammedans. 

We have lately made inroads upon Beleghat. 
Here there is a dense population, hitherto en- 
tirely neglected. A vast deal of traffic is carried 
on by the canal, which brings boats to and from 
all parts of the country. There is a common 
saying among the people, ‘He who has no 
money, let him go to Beleghat.” We have taken 
to them the true riches; and the tracts distri- 
buted among them are likely to be carried to 
different parts of the country, where no mission- 
ary has yet been known. We have also madeé 
arrahgements for preaching to the numerous con- 
victs in the town. Oh that sovereign grace may 
break the fetters, and open the prison doors of 
those that are bound! 
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VISIT TO 


A MELA. aS > Bas 


Tue following is the journal of Mr, Fink, who, with Mr. Johannes, visited 


Sitakundu at the late Mela, or Religious Festival. 


Sitakundu is a short distance 


from Chittagong; and thousands of Hindoos, from all parts of Bengal, visit this 
supposed holy hill, from which a sulphureous vapour arises, 


Chittagong, Feb. 27, 1839.” 


We reached Sitakundu on the 12th instant, 
and it was very remarkable that tho proprietor 
of the temple of the idol, called by the people 
Chandranath, should offer: to us his kachirt for 
our lodging, As soon as we had taken posses- 
sion of the house, news was immediately spread 
that wo were come to preach against their god, 
Chandranath. 

In the afternoon we went into the Mela, which 
was crowded to excess; and when we came to 
an empty plain, myself and Ganganarayan 
formed a large congregation, and brethren Jo- 
thannes and Craven formed another for them- 
selves, Brother Craven is a member of the 

ghureh, and was baptized py me sore timo ago. 
fe is now employed in fia e ir eed of- 
ac Sitakundu. 


300 tracts. From the the 
main road; and, er IS on ot Duties 


foo § encampe - After we had | of 
held forth the word of life, y we gave away about 


on a high place, under a large tree, we all 
preached, by turns, to hundreds of hearers, and 
gave away about 100 tracts more. It then being 
dark, we returned to our lodging, 

Feb. 13.—EHatly at daylight we proceeded 
towards the mountain; and, while on our way; 
and just at the foot of the. mountain, we saw - 
hundreds of men and women bathing in their 
sacred tank, the banks of which are surfounded 
with temples. Here we remained for a little 
while; and, after having preached and given 
away ‘tracts to kundseda of Hindoos, we went to 
the sacred fire, and ascended the mountain, 
While brethren hi ohannes at C1 wen proceeded 
to the peak, whee the temple o Chandinnath 
is situated, ‘myself and the native preacher re- 
mained at the middle temple, which is called 
the Shakurbari. Here w Rte saw a great number 
rangtalt from the enue, “ay Be 
of them ae in > of comp lete nudi 
af d almost all ll of are were very insulting | Me 

abusive. 
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Devotee of Chandranath. 


At this temple the proprietor of the idol 
taxes every pilgrim twelve annas for worship- 
ping in the temple situated on the peak ; and I 
was given to understand that he had gathered, 
during the Mela, a quantity of money besides, 
Twas told that government has granted him for 
the temple about 1280 bigas of land, free of rent, 
which revenue the man enjoys himself. He is 
called the mohanto, or devotee, and is living in 
a state of celibacy. He has adopted a succes- 
sor; and, after his demise, the adopted man will 
be placed in his room, and enjoy all the emolu- 
ments of the temple. 

At the Shakurbari, Tand the native preacher 
proclaimed the word of truth, in three different 
spots, to very many Hindoos, who heard us at- 
tentively, and eagerly received from us a great 
number of tracts and Scriptures. 


Conversation with Natives. 


In one of the spots, while I was talking, a 
Hindoo fakir said; “Sir, I came from the regi- 
ment which is now stationed in the town, and 
all the days of my life I never heard any of the 
regimental officers, or any other gentlemen, 
speak like you about the one true God, and the 
evil of worshipping idols and debtas.” I offered 
him a tract, but he refused taking it, Wethen 
descended to the plain, and held forth the word 
of life in several places, and gave away tracts to 
hundreds of the poor deltided people. 

While the native preacher was preaching on 
a spot to anumber of hearers, an elderly woman 
came forward, and said, “* Ah, brother, if this be 
the case, then all my trouble in coming to this 
place, where I had hoped that my sins would be 
forgiven, is altogether in vain, Very true what 
you say, thatif Krishna and other gods had pro- 
ceeded from that holy and true God, why, then, 
did they live always in sin? and if they were 
sinners, how could they save tie and all thesé 
thousands now before us?” And she added, 
“ Oh that I may know about Jesus Christ, of 
whom you and this saheb have just now spoken 
to us, as 4 trite Saviour!” She then asked the 
native preacher's and my name; and wlicri we 
told her, she said to me, “Sir, I cannot go with 
you, my village is at Bholua; but may you al- 
‘ways remember me, a poor widow.” TI, in reply, 
told her that I would pray for her conversion ; 
and I gave her tracts. 

We then proceeded to their sacred tank; and 
while we were preaching to a crowd, brethren 
Johannes and Craven arrived, and joined us. 
“We also gave away numbers of tracts to the 
iearers; On our way towards our lodging we 
gave away, also, numbers of tracts in Arabic 
characters, to the Mussulman shopkeepers and 
dealers, and reached our lodging about twelve 
o'clock at noon. Immediately after we had our 
breakfast; and a number of natives, between ten 

nd twerity at a time, came into our lodging for 


books. Wealways spoke the word of truth first, | 
* on satisfied hen with tracts. 
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In the afternoon we again went to the Mela, 
and published the Gospel in two or three dif- 
ferent places, and gave away tracts and Scrip- 
tures to hundreds of the poor benighted heathen, 
and returned to our lodging at candlelight. 

14.—To-day we preached to hundreds of the 
poor Hindoos, both morning and afternoon, in 
different places, and gave away tracts and Scrip- 
tures, as yesterday; also to as many as called 
at our lodging for books. 

15,—At daylight we went again to their sa- 
cred tank, where we préached the Gospel of sal- 
vation to hundreds of the heathens, who also 
received tracts and Scriptures with eagerness, 
Brother Johannes had, also, a long argument 
with a Brahmin, who came afterwards to our 
lodging, and conversed with the native preacher. 
Tn the afternoon, while we were going to the 
Mela, we met a man in the way who asked us 
for a copy of the Bible-—Shaster; but we had 
none to give him, On our arrival at the Mela 
we were surrounded by inultitudes, who cried 
to us for books: We preached in three or four 
places; and, after having given away books and 
tracts, we repaired again to our lodging, when it 
was quite dark, 


Conversation with a Brahmin. 

16.—Harly in the morning we again repaired 
to the Mela, where we preached the word of life 
as yesterday, to-a good number of hearers, in 
two of tliree places, arid gave away the last quan- 
tity of tracts and Scriptures. While on our 
way we met a Brahmin, who was carrying a 
quantity of flowers in a copper plate; and when 
Lasked him what he was going to do with the 
flowers, he said le was going to make a puja, 
and the flowers he intended to offer to the true 
God. LI asked him again, that if I should take 
the copper-plate which he had in his hand, and 
offer it to him as a present, what would he think 
of me? He smiled, and said he would think 
me to be out of my senses, becatise the plate 
being his property, how could I take it, and offer 
it to him again? “So,” said I, “‘this way of offer- 
ing the flowers to God is just the same. The 
flowers are the property of God, for He made 
them, and they are at all times before* his pre- 
sence, and therefore he does not require them 
from your hand; but ho requires from you that 
your should leatn to know him, who he is; and 
that you should offer to him the whole of your 
heart.” 


— 


ace 
As we had no more tracts and Scriptures to 


give away, we left the interesting spot at 2 P.M; 


and reached home at niglit, ready to prepare 


ourselves for the setvice of the Sabbath, 

‘We disttibuted in the Mela, altogether, about 
2000 tracts, of various kinds, and 200 copies of 
the Gospels; and we hope and pray that the 


Lord will accompany the silent messengers of ~ 


salvation; and the otal instruction ih the truth of 
the Gospel which we have imparted to thou- 
sands, with the power of his Holy Spirit; to the 


saving of their immortal souls. ; 
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JAMAICA. 


Ir has not been our custom to occupy the pages of the Herarp with particu- 
lars of the various forms in which the labours of our Missionaries are still vio- 
lently opposed by not a few of the white community of Jamaica. Other chan- 
nels exist in which facts of this nature have, from time to time, been laid before 
the British public; while our columns have conveyed the more appropriate 
intelligence relating to the proceedings of our brethren in diffusing the Gospel of 
Christ. We are now compelled to deviate a little from this course. Events 
have recently occurred of a character so extraordinary, developing, in,a manner 
so truly painful, the demoralized condition of an influential portion of the Ja- 
maica public, and threatening such varied mischief to the peace and good order 
of the island, and the welfare of those who are engaged in seeking the best in- 
terests of its population, that necessity is laid upon us to bring them under the 
notice of the Christian public at home. 
Early in the course of the present year there was inserted, in the notorious 
Jamaica Despatch, published at Kingston, a most malignant libel on our friend, 
Mr. Knibb, purporting to be an account of his early life and occupations ; with 
the addition of a fact or two, alleged to have taken place during his last visit to 
England. To obtain, if possible, some currency to this absurd tissue of lies, “it 
was given in the shape of an affidavit, to which an unprincipled young sailor, of 
the name of Jones, was prevailed on to make oath before two of the Kingston 
magistrates. This poor creature ventured to call the Supreme and Omniscient 
Judge to witness the truth of his narrative ; well knowing, all the while, that 
every line of it was false—whether invented by himself, or by the gentlemen who 
were so eager to get it ready to send home by a certain packet, it is not for us 
to determine, The said affidavit found its way, in this country, to the congenial 

receptacle of some of our Sunday papers ; but its true character was so appa- 
rent that it was judged best to take no public notice of it, as Mr. Knibb’s history 
and character were too well known here to be at all affected by such foul and 
senseless calumnies, As, however, long-continued impunity had emboldened 
his enemies to proceed to this guilty length, and the very town where he dwelt 
(Falmouth) was placarded with bills, in which he was stigmatised with the most 
disgraceful crimes, Mr. Knibb, yielding to the representations of some of his 
friends, indicted the parties concerned for a libel; but, though the evidence 
tendered was clear and conclusive, the bill was thrown out by the grand jury, 
and thus a shield was thrown over the suborners of perjury. ; 

Another instance, of the same kind, has occurred still more recently. The ~ 
editor of the Cornwall Courier, which is published at Falmouth, has long figured 
among the foremost and most bitter assailants of our missionaries ; his neigh- 
bour, Mr. Knibb, being, as might have been expected, the especial mark of his 
hostility. A robbery having been committed in the town, this veracious editor 
- not only took upon him to declare, in direct opposition to the fact, that the culprit, 

one Williams, was a “ Baptist,” but, in the same article, referring to “ the first of 
August free offerings to Father Knibb,” expressed his conviction that the 
reverend father ” would have no objection to receive some of the stolenchecks 
by way of free contributions. Against this base imputation, Mr. Knibb thought it 
tight to appeal to the law for protection, and the case was tried at the Cornwall 
Assize Court on the 4th of July last, before the Chief Justice, Sir Joshua Rowe, _ 
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who observed, in charging the jury, “ It has been clearly proved to you, by evi- 
dence the plainest and most abundant that I know of, that the character of the 
publication was extremely libellous.” “If your opinion is the same as the 
opinion of the Court, you must find the defendant guilty.” But of what avail 
was this to a Jamaica jury? Without the formality of retiring to consider their 
verdict, the libeller was declared ‘* Not Guilty,” and Mr. Knibb was left, with 
his injuries unredressed, and a heavy amount of legal expenses to be paid! 

Who can wonder that, at these same assizes, another individual, who was 
made the victim of a prosecution by parties of the same stampas these jurymen, © 
absolutely refused to make any defence whatever, avowing his conviction, in 
open court, that no justice was to be expected there? Let this sentiment be- 
come rooted in the minds of the great bulk of the population, and who will ven- 
ture to predict what the consequences will be ? 

There is still another of these disgusting cases ; and it is of a nature so pecu- 
liarly revolting, that nothing but necessity would lead us to allude to it. - A Mr. 
Grant (planting attorney on a large scale, and judge of the Assize Court,) 
brought actions for alleged defamation against the Rev. John Stainsby, rector of 
Hanover, “ who has been known, for twenty years past, as one of the most ex- 
emplary clergymen that ever blessed the island,” our missionary, Mr. Oughton, 
and Mr, Casely, a tradesman of the town. These actions arose out of a report 
which had reached the first of those gentlemen respecting certain gross and 
immoral practices on the part of Grant, into which he felt it his duty to inquire, 
and to ask the assistance of Mr. Oughton, as some of the parties implicated were 
connected with his congregation. In the course of the investigation, Grant sent 
two gentlemen to wait upon Messrs. Stainsby and Oughton, to make confidential 
inquiries ; and, as the result of these inquiries, commenced his actions, which 
were decided by the jury in his favour, with damages against Mr. Stainsby to 
. the amount of 2500/., Mr. Oughton 2000/2, and Mr. Casely 10002. besides 
costs in each case. 

Our readers will naturally suppose that, at least, there was some colour for 
these decisions,—that the plaintiff was, at least, purged from all suspicion of 
guilt. Far from it. A letter now before us, written by a party who had no 
interest in the case, affirms that eleven witnesses swore to distinct facts of the 
description with which Grant was charged ; while the very witnesses brought 
forward on his behalf sought to vindicate his character by proving that his de- 
pravity flowed in another channel! : 

But enough of these heart-sickening details, The trial, we understand, will 
be printed, and then the British employers of Mr. Grant will have an oppor- 
tunity of judging for themselves as to the conduct of their representative. But 
what will be the result of the successful experiment which has thus been made 
as to the pliancy of a Jamaica jury? It is now ascertained that, if other re- 


sources fail, a pecuniary harvest may yet be reaped from immorality and vice. — 


More than five thousand pounds, gained at once in this new line, may tempt 
other adventurers into the same field, and there is little danger of finding it bar- 
ren or unproductive. 2 

The counsel employed in the defence of Mr, Oughton have advised him to 
carry the cause into the Court of Error there, and thence to appeal to the su- 


preme authority in this country. These. steps, will involve much expense; _ 
but, if we rightly judge, the Christian public in Britain will effectually sym- — 


pathize with a deeply-injured missionary, and a no less injured clergyman, 
in their meritorious efforts to stem the woful tide of profligacy in the commu- 
nity. among whom Providence has placed them. At present we can only sub-' 


os 


+, 
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mit this outline of facts; in our next we shall probably find it necessary to re- 


cur to the subject. 


In the mean time, how appfopriate is the prayer of the 


Psalmist; OA let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the 


Just! 


' BETHTEPHIL.~REPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Mr. Dendy, under date of January 22nd, gives the following interesting detail 


of the schools under his management and superintendence. 


It will be seen that 


one of them is located at Maldon, a new station, where a purchase of land has 
been made, by the aid of kind friends at home, for the formation of a small negro 


village. 


The proof given by the children of the schools of the lively interest 


they take in being accommodated in the house of God, will not escape the 


reader’s attention. 


Salter’s Hill Day School. 


In giving a report of schools connected with 
this station, we first advert to the pleasing fact 
of the completion of the school-room which was 
opened of the 11th day of May, on which occa- 
sion the children of the Bethtephil and Green- 
wich-hill schools assembled together with those 
of Salter’s-hill, and were addressed in an 

_ impressive manner by the Rev. David Day, of 
St. Maty’s; after which they were regaled with 
suitable refreshment; and a small book or other 
present given to each child. In the evening of 
the same day a public meeting was held, when 
we were favoured with the presence of four 
special magistrates and other gentlemen, who 
kindly gave various addresses on the occasion. 

It redounds greatly to the honour of the 

church and congregation, that with the assist- 
ance of a fety liberal friends in the neighbour- 
hood they have erected a spacious and. substan- 
tial School building; without the aid of par- 
liamentary grants. 
_ The abolition of the apprenticeship was 
followed by a large intcrease in the attendance of 
the day-sthools, but as the attendance of a large 
proportion of this increase could not be expected 
to be permanent, they were not all entered on 
the books ; many, however, have continued to 
attend, and thete are some of the late appren- 
tices who did not know a letter when they 
entered, that are now able to read; and the pro- 
gress of the children generally is, upon the 
whole, satisfactory. 

An adult evening school, consisting of young 
‘men, who aré taught writing and arithmetic, 
has been in operation during the last three 
‘months, and consists of 18 p:ipils, “¥ 

The Sabbath school contiaues to be well at- 
tended, and we hope that the religiotis knowledge 


whiéh is comuiunicited will be both retained | 


and become productive of much good. | 
bok Maldon. | 

|The Greciwich-hifl day-school has been re- 
moved té & Houses neat the Missionary station 


at Maldon, and is now under the superintendence 
of Mr. James Lovemore. The Sabbath-school 
which existed at Greenwich-hill has not as yet 
been resumed at Maldon, as there is not suffi- 
cient accommodation for it, but it is expected 
that during the year a building for chapel, school- 
room, and master’s house, will be erected on 
the Mission Jand. 

In our last report we stated that a school- 
room would be built at Moor Park during the 
last year. This we have not been able to 
accomplish, owing to unforeseen obstacles, but 
this important object is not forgotten, and it is 
hoped that if Providence permits us to meet 
another year, that progress at this place will be 
reported. ; 

Bethtephil Day-School 
Has considerably increased since-the last annual 
report. The number then on the books was 
92, but at the present time it stands at 155. 
This increase is to be attributed to the great 
political change in the condition of the people 
on the ever-to-be-remembered day, the Ist of 
August, 1838. The progress of the children 
in the different branches of education has been 
satisfactory. At the close of the year 1837, 
in the reading classes two-thirds of the children 
were in monosyllables; at the close of the past ~ 
yeat 1838, notwithstanding the accession of 80 
many new scholiis, more than half the children 
are reading in Scripture lessons. In the cy- 
phering department, at the close of 1837, the 
classes consisted only of 19, and these were in 
the lowest rules; at the close of the past year 
(1838), there were 84 practising cypheriny, 
some of whom have made considerable progress, 

In the Bethtephil Suriday-school many are 
ableto read the sacred Scriptures with a tolerable 
degree of correctness, : ~ 

Ewening-Schools on Estates. 

The evening-schools at Moor Park, Leyden, 
and Guilsborough contained 164 scholars, and 
have been ithe during the greater part of 


the year, but these schools are now suspend 
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Lovemore to Maldon; but it is intended, as 
s00n as arrangements can be made, to resume 
these schools. The evening estates’ schools now 
in operation are Glasgow, Windsor Lodge, 
Paisley, Chatham, Carlton, Adelphi, Content, 
and Sunderland, and contain 322 scholars. We 
hope to be able to continue the efficiency of 
these during the present year, but it is antici- 
pated that the necessity for these schools will 
not then longer exist, as it is hoped that since 
increased facilities are now enjoyed for our 


Admittted 
since 
commence- 
ment. 


Schools. 


Salter’s Hill 290 
Bethtephil 256 
Maldon 42 
Glasgow Estate 
Windsor Lodge 
Paisley 
Chatham 
Carlton 
Adelphi 
Content 
Sunderland 


Total 340 


a 
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attendance upon day and Sunday schools, with 
an expectation of new day-schools being opened, 
that these will prove fully efficient for the ad- 
vancement of the education of the people. 

In the three day-schools now in operation we 
have commenced the payment system, and in 
this system we intend that our schools shall 
stand or fall, it being our full conviction that 
education given as charity, as in other things, 
is not so highly prized as that which is obtained 
at some Cost. 


Evg Sunday. Teachers. 

18 396  |Thomas B. Pickton 
242 | William P. Russell 

James Lovemore 

45 William P. Russell 

81 Ditto and James Clark 

38 William P. Russell 

28 Ditto and James Bernard 

47 Alexander Peterkin 

42 Ditto 

9 James Reed 
32 Charles H. Morris 
340 638 


Last Sabbath-day, the 20th January, galleries 
which will hold about 800 persons, including 
children, were opened for the accommodation of 
the increasing congregation, The children in 
the day and Sunday-schools, at seven o'clock, 
were assembled in the gallery erected for their 
especial use, and addressed by brother Clark 


from Mark x. 16—“ And he took them up in 
his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them.” <A collection was made from the child- 
ren, which amounted to 7J. 13s. 4d. (currency), 
towards the expense incurred by the ercctioh of 
the gallery. 


~ 


ORACABESSA. 


Mr. Day, who occupies this station in connexion with Port Maria, writing 
on the 23rd of April last, mentions, among other particulars, a circumstance 
which may remind us of the continual perils to which our missionary brethren 


are exposed. 


Otr thanks are due to that Almighty Friend who interposed to 


rescue his servant in the moment of imminent danger. 
The testimony in favour of the much-calumniated negroes will not be over- 


looked. 


I doubt not you will be glad to hear that, | Maria, is not healthy, I have been suffering 


after many unsuccessful attempts to obtain a 
dwelling in a healthy situation, I have at last 
succeeded. I have been obliged to take it at a 
higher rent than I was willing to give; but no 
choice was left me but to take it at the price 
for which it was offered, or continue to reside 
where my life, even if it were spared, would be 
a sort of perpetual martyrdom. 0 
TI haye, for several weeks past, been residing 
here in a part of a house occupied by one of the 
oldest, and,‘I may add, most consistent of our 
‘members, This place, though preferable to Port 


-a mile of Oracabessa chapel. 
get my health re-established, and to be able to ~ 


from ague and fever, and now feel quite weak 
froma recent attack, The house, however, which 
I have now engaged, is in a very healthy spot : 
it is very elevated, and is distinctly seen from 
brother Abbott's house at St, Ann’s Bay, with- 
out the aid of a glass; and it is situated within 
Here I hope to 


perform my ministerial duties; in which I feel 
increased pleasure, from the belief that they are 
attended with tokens of my Master’s appro- 
bation. . 
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On the day after I wrote to you last I met 
with an accident which might have proved fatal ; 
and, but for the over-ruling providence of my 
heavenly Father, would have done so. Return- 
ing from an evening service, I had to cross the 
mouth of a river, into which the sea was run- 
ning very violently, threatening to wash my 
horse off his legs, and drench both his rider and 
himself in salt water. To avoid this, I endea- 
voured to cross the river afew yards higher than 
the usual track ; when, in a moment, both my 
horse and myself were almost buried in quick- 
sands. We struggled out as well as we could; 
and, by the kindness of a friend who lived near, 
I obtained a change of clothes; but was soon 
after seized with ague and fever, which laid me 
aside for two Sabbaths, and left me quite weak 
for several weeks. These dangers we are often 
exposed to; and often, when I leave my family 
to undertake a journey, it is with a fear that I 
may neyer meet them again; but Iam thankful 
and happy in knowing that I am about my Mas- 
ter’s work; and though dangers and death often 
threaten me, yet, 


“‘ Not a single shaft can hit 
Until the God of love see fit.” 
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My dear children, through the Divine bless- 
ing, continue in tolerable health. My people 
continue to evince their Christian kindness and 
affection ; and, though I am engaged in reprov- 
ing, admonishing, and excluding those wko act 
inconsistently, yet I believe the parties imme- 
diately concerned love me the more for the 
course I adopt towards them, 

After having been very much occupied in the 
above necessary work, one old member, who felt 
the propriety of my reproofs and admonitions, 
exclaimed, with an emphasis for which the ne- 
gro is remarkable, ‘‘ Hi! minister’s name Day, 
an him bring day come for true.” 

J find that much firmness and much affection 
are both necessary, in order to make them know 
and perform their duties both as men and as 
Christians. 

In this parish the estates’ work is going on 
tolerably well. The people are content with 
moderate wages; and where they get regularly 
and fairly paid, perform more work than in the 
times of slavery, or under the apprenticeship. 
All the negro requires is a system of even- 
handed, impartial justice. 


BAY OF HONDURAS. 


BELIZE. 


We announced in our number for August the embarkation of Mr. and Mrs. 


Weatherall for Belize. It will be seen, 


by the subjoined communication, lately 


received from Mr. Henderson, how very desirable such assistance had become 


to our indefatigable brother. 


I HAVE been graciously supported by my 
heavenly Father, so as to be able to continue the 
‘regular ministrations of the mission; not, how- 
ever, without alarming symptoms of disease and 
bodily suffering. Ifeel happy in being able to 
go thus far, from a consciousness that my dear 
friends at home are employing themselves to 
afford me respite speedily ; and the cause of the 
Redeemer and of immortal souls is worth en- 
during not a little for. 

It has been my custom, for the last six weeks, 
to apply a blister to my chest the day after 
preaching, to cool a burning inward pain, which 
is caused by the exertion of public speaking. 
By the close of the week I am again healed, 
both outwardly and inwardly. I long>for the 
arrival of a dear ministering brother to relieve 


me a little. My medical friend cautions me, 
and all but insists on my desisting altogether 
from labour and exertion. I wish to be faithful, 
according to the spirit of the Valedictory Ad- 
dress delivered at Hackney, on my designation, 
by Dr. Newman. I hope I am actuated by no 
unworthy motive, as if regardless of any just 
reason for ceasing from my labours, The Lord 
is consulted, I trust, with a sincere desire to 
know his will. "2 

I sympathise with you in your anxieties, and 
those of the Committee. May Divine aid be 
richly afforded you, and his providence “ supply 
all your need.” I cannot think the spirit of 
missions can relax. Heathenism is the same as 
ever in its nature,—ignorance as destruclive,— 
sin as active. Ss 


~ 
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AFRICA, 


——— | 


GRAHAM’S TOWN, 


Mr. AveLtne has favoured us, under date of March Ist, with the following 
notice of the commencement of his labours among the natives in the vicinity of 


Graham’s Town :— 


i HAVE not written earlier, for this amongst 
other reasons, that I wished to convey to you 
my impressions of the state of matters here more 
correctly than at first would have been possible; 
and especially, I was desirous of communicating 
the intelligence that direct efforts were being 
made for the benefit of the native population 
around us. 

Since the Kaffir war, a large number of Fin- 
goe families have been located close to the town, 
their huts being grouped like so many haycocks 
on the surrounding hills. The Fingoes were in 
a state of subjection to the Kaffirs; but, having 
revolted, and taken part with the English dur- 
ing the war, they are now under British protec- 
tion. They are a fine athletic race. Indeed, 
the native Africans generally, in this part of the 
continent, excepting the Hottentots, present 
models of grace and symmetry that a statuary 
might wish to copy. 

Besides the Fingoes, there are very many 


Hottentots ; some residing at a kraal or village 
near the town, and others mingled with the 
white inhabitants. Some of other tribes, espe- 
cially Bechuanas, a race whose moral qualities 
stand higher in general estimation than most 
others, are also found here. 

Amongst these various races we have com- 
menced the formation of classes for Sabbath- 
school instruction; and I am happy to say that 
as nany as twenty-eight, some adults, but mostly 
children, principally Fingoes and Hottentots, 
have already attended. I have visited Karega, 
and hope, ere long, to resume preaching there. 

The congregation is much better than I had 
anticipated, and the church includes excellent 
and valuable members. Our Missionary Meet- 
ing has been held since my arrival. The Colo- 
nial chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Heaviside, presided ; 
and the meeting was attended and addressed by 
the Wesleyan and Independent ministers. It 
went off with much spirit and interest. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST. BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Ir may be remembered that, in announcing the publication of the Heratp in 
its new shape, the Editor stated his intention of introducing occasional notices 
of the interesting Mission in the Burman empire, under the care of our Ameri- 
can brethren. He has not lost sight of that object, though, hitherto, the con- 
stant press of intelligence from our own Missionaries has prevented any such zs 
insertion. Material assistance will now be afforded by the recent valuable work 
of the Rev. Howard Malcom, who has just visited Burmah and the adjacent 
countries, and has published the result of his full examination into the state of 
the Mission in two closely-printed octavo volumes. We purpose, in our next 
Number, to give ‘an account of his visit to the tomb of Mrs. Judson, with an 
engraving, and a copy of Verses on. the occasion, from the elegant pen of Mrs. 33 
Sigourney. In the mean while, we extract, from the Twenty-fifth Annual — 
Report of the Parent Institution, presented at the Anniversary Meeting, held 
at Philadelphia the 24th of April last, the following condensed view of its pre-— 


— 


Pri 


sent state and operations in each of the 


Missions have been established by the Board 
- among twelve of the Indian tribes; in France, 
Germany, and Greece; in Liberia, among the 
Basas; in Burmah, among the Burmans, Ka- 
rens, and Peguans; in Arracan, Siam, and 
China; and among the Asamese and Khamtis, 
or Shyans, and the Teloogoos;—total twenty- 


| five. 


3 


four quarters of the globe :— 


Connected with these missions are sixty-six 
stations, including twenty-nine out-stations. 
Fifteen stations are among the Indian tribes, 
sixteen in Europe, two in Africa, and thirty- 
three in Asia. One mission, the Omaha, is sus- 
pended; and several stations, including those 
among the Cherokees, are temporarily vacated, 
or transferred, 
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The number of missionaries and assistants is 
one hundred and six, forty-three of whom are 
preachers, five preachers and printers, one a 
printer, three school-teachers, one a farmer, and 

- fifty-three female assistants. Of native preach- 
ers and assistants there are eighty-five. Total 
one hundred and ninety-one, viz., 


Miss. & As. Nat. Prs.& As.~ 


In the Indian missions . 38 10 

—nmissions in Europe 8 16 

—mission in W. Africa. 5 

— missions in Asia, . 55 59 
106 85 


Three preachers, nine assistants, and fifteen 
native assistants, have entered the service of the 
-Board during the past year ; one preacher, two 
female assistants, and one native assistant, have 
retired from their connexion, One female as- 
sistant missionary has died. 

The number of churches is forty-five, em- 
bracing about 2000 members; and of baptisms, 
reported during the year, 570. 

There are sixty-eight schools reported, con- 
taining from 1200 to 1500 pupils. 

Printing has been executed in fourteen lan- 
guages, amounting, in the years 1836 and 1837, 
to 34,000,000 pp. Two founts of type and a 
printing-press haye been added to the printing 


ARRIVAL OF THE REV. E. 


Our friends, Mr,‘and Mrs. Francies, arrived 
at Kingston, after a safe, though tedious voyage, 
by the ship Kingston, Captain Sargent. After 
taking part in the interesting seryices at Hast 
Queen-street Chapel on the Ist of August, Mr. 
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department in Siam; and a fount of type pre- 
pared for printing in Shyan, Other founts are 
in course of preparation. 

The receipts of the Board during the year 
ending April 15, 1839, were S.88,240 73, 
and the expenditures for the same period, 
§.110,190 74; deficiency of receipts, 
§.21,950 01.* On the other hand, the receipts, 
compared with those of the previous year, have 
increased by about $.25,000, and the compara- 
tive deficiency decreased by $.21,000. A simi; 
lar advance for the year to come would enable 
the Board to fulfil their existing engagements, 
and to carry on their operations as in forme: 
years. Shall the advance be made? That it 
can be made none will question. The churches 
are not impoverished, and every right effort and 
sacrifice impart new power. That it ought to 
be made is equally certain. The time is not 
come to restrict our operations: the work is 
only begun; the labourers are few. From al- 
most eyery mission the cry is, Help; and help- 
ers are waiting to be sent, Let the advance be 
made. Let fervent, unceasing prayer ascend to 
God; and let prayer lead to effort,—earnest, 
united, determined effort, that the treasury of 
the Lord may be full. 


* In sterling, Income £19,854. 3 4.;—Expen- 
diture £24,792. 18. 4.;—Deficiency £4938. 15, 


J, FRANCIES IN JAMAICA. 


F. proceeded to Lucea, to take charge of the 
station, together with Gurney’s Mount and 
Fletcher’s Grove, both of which are connected 
with Lucea, and were left vacant by the removal 
of Mr, Oughton to Kingston, 


RETURN OF THE REY. JOHN CLARKE, OF JERICHO, WITH 
MRS. CLARKE AND MRS. GARDNER. 


Our friends above named arrived in London 
in the ship Duke of Bronte, on the 31st ult. 
Mr. Clarke’s health was, in some degree, im- 

roved by the voyage, but he still continues very 
ft. After a few days’ stay with some kind 
riends at Camberwell, Mr. and Mrs. Clarke 
proceeded to Berwick-on-T'weed, intending to 


— 


remain there through the winter. Mrs. Gard- 
ner, with her two orphan children, has removed 
to Luton, where she previously resided, And 
the Misses Barlow, daughters of Mr. Barlow, of ~ 
Annotta Bay, who accompanied our friends to 
this country, have since been placed in the Mis- 
sion-school at Walthamstow. = 
. 
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Home Proceedings. 


LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES, &c. 


EAST INDIES,—Monghyr, Rey. Andrew cies, July 31, Rey. S, Oughton, Aug. 2. W. 
Leslie, Feb, 4. W. Anderson, Esq., Aug. 2. Falmouth, Rev. 
William Knibb, July 17,30. Bethtephil, Rev. 
W. Dendy, July 30, Mrs. Baylis, June 4, 
Port Maria, Rey. D. Day, July 23.  Annotta 
Bay, Rev, Josiah Barlow, July 22. 


—_— 


CEYLON, — Colombo, Rey. E. Daniel, 
April 23, 


WEST INDIES, 


JAMAICA,—Kingston, Rev. Joshua Tinson, 
(received Aug.21,) July 30. Rey. EI, Fran- 


TURK’S ISLANDS.—Grand Cay, Rev, E. 
F, Quant, July 16, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are respectfully 
presented to the following, yiz., to Miss Hatch 
and friends, Honiton; and to Miss Hannah Levit 
and friends, Reading, for boxes of useful and 
fancy articles for the Rev, William Knibb; to 

_ Joseph Gurney, Esq., fora parcel for the Rey. 
Ebenezer Daniel, of Ceylon; to Mr. E. West, 
Amersham, for thirteen volumes of the Baptist 
Magazine, for the West India Mission; to the 
Rev. T. Welsh and friends, Newbury, for a par- 
cel containing Magazines, Reports, &c.; and to 


friends at Lynn, for a box for the Rey. Benjamin 
B, Dexter, Rio Bueno, 

The Rey. J. M. Phillippo, of Spanish Town, 
Jamaica, gratefully acknowledges the receipt of 
the following kind presents:—150 books for 
scholars under his care, from Mrs. Dillwyn, of 
Bath, through the Rev.-B. H. Draper,~ of 
Southampton ; boxes of useful and fancy arti- 
cles from friends at Reading and Aylsham ; and 
an excellent library from the Sunday-school 
Union.—(Sept, 16.) 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from August 15th to 


Revemer Y 15th, 1839. = 


LONDON AND ITS WeMUTY, 


oO os Both 
Annual ewan: 
Mrs. N€WDETY sessseesecssceserseeressntrertueere 1 1 0 
Donations. : 
Mlba Wiis onsin haatausa £8 O 
terre ennnnes 5 0 0 
Mie Jackson 207 3-0 <0 
Friend at Chelsea, for ‘Entally 50-6 
Pe G., ~ Ane ss 3 8 19 6 
LUO ED ser sveyesers 
Hendy Walger % pet Ob ES “0 
- Buckinghamshire. 
Olney, by Rev. Dr. Cox. 
Molety of Wes ‘ay’ iba a 15 0 0 
oiety of Wee ubstrip- 
Mel oft y et 510 0 
James, the late Rev. i de F200: 
JAMES, MIBS.ccersecsseccvseeere Le Oe 
Talbot, J. H., Esq. Esser ieee bal tee 
Talbot, John, EsG-vernringe 4-0-0 
Small sums, by Mrs. s Hebi: 
SOD sree ses sesso one Natty Se Oe 
ersham :— 
Angarabena i= eter perc usie LOL Oe 
Collected by 
Miss Dorrell sesvorse orecoeperone ot 5 5 0 


25 15 0 | Loughton Missionary Association sesso 


£sd. £5 a 
Mrs. W. Morten se sseeresseraee a-—2-¢ = 
Subscriptions :— 2 : 7 
Mr. W. Morten ... qe ee) 
Mr. Dorrell.. Pee eta 
Mrs. Garrett... iS 1=020 
Mrs, T. ia Feces ee SO 
MITE. COLtIS-<cresicesseccsss queue > Ul oo 
—— 32 4 9 
Devonshire. 
Kingsbridge, by Mr. F. 8. Randall, : 
Treasurer. _ = 
Collections... capeesesrevee 10 9 9 = 
Young people, “by Sarah a 
Harley 6 0 2 
Weeki ‘Subscriptions by’ cw e 
ISS LAVETS opp sseesecreenvareee 
ie Ss. i Nicholson ..... 010 6 A 
Subscriptions : 
Mr. Nicholson ,. 1=0=0: 
100 


R, Peek, Esq. seve 


Essex. “ = 


Hampshire. 
Hampshire Auxiliary, by Mr. George. 
Balance CUT TT ECO RCT ESTES Ld Li 15 13 4 ; 


~ 


oe 
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88 [a Cpe eo £8. 4d. & 3d: 
Herefordshire. Northumberland. 
Kington—Rev. S. Blackmore w.sseereee 1010 0 North of England Auxiliary. 
Berwick-on-T'weed :— 
Hertfordshire. Collection.......: vegasere. Ly OgeO 


Baptist Congregational Mis- 

sionary Society... s.0.04. 5 0 0 
Missionary box, by Mrs. 
Kent. Paxton ...... 010 0 


an . nae Pe Te 10 Miss Rutherford, by Mz. 
Tovil—Thomas Smith, F'sq Hobson ahah eT UO 


Hemel Hempstead, by Mr. Bryce wessesee 44 1] 
Royston—Mr. Valentine Beldham ...... 1 0 


oon 


Lincolnshire. aes 95 19 0 
- Boston :— Broomley :— 
Collections ..ssdcseccesstevecceces, ¢ 6 4 Collection ..<ccocaesccvsee see ses ssdsccsenversdieev’ O90 SULT 
Collected by Mrs. Man Newcastle :— 
W. Mann, Esq.....ccccrseserveee 010 0 New Court—Reyv. G. Sample. 
Mr. and Mrs.-Mani.wweee 2 2 0 Balance from last year..... 1 6 0 
Produce of needle-work. 4 010 Collections and donation... 13 12 7 
Sabbath-scholar . 0 22 Ladies’ Branch Society, by 
Missionary box ..... TOase Mrs. Fenwick, Treasurer. 813 9 
8 1 0 Ditto for female education. 418 7 
Collected by ; Young Men’s Society, ‘by 
Miss Wright,.....cccscccssosce O19 6 My. STATUS steven = O55 0 
Miss Hill roe eatery Subscriptions, by Mr. W. 
Miss C. Hill..... w 2 9 0 Hi Angus Sirti. sexes cceptecve LOO 
Miss E. Hill........ 1 8 6 Tothill Stairs—Rey. R. Pengilly. 
Miss M. A. Hill .. 115 0 Collections asticcenstinies 6 4.6 
Miss Bothamley .. 310 10 Weaver’s ower:— 
MIS. Veall.seessersserseereeere 0 13 10 Friends, by Mr. Banks ...... 210 0 : 
Interest on deposits at bank 0 2 1 eet Ne CI 
Sabbath-school Missionary ie Shotley Field :— 
DOX seacoesescerese see vesevesscoes L : - 
Plant Fons. Collestton.. 4 36 ColectiOtivsiccccercccevoreceiséscdsedvevcatsreces, 413. 0 
Kirton—Collection.......00.. 1 2 9 Surrey. 
30 6 10] Dorking—Friends, by Mr. Jackson........ 1 2 6 
Horncastle :— . ; 
Collections safe ctieasstne. 4.700 Worcestershire. 
Collected by Ladies.......0... 3 1 0 Worcestershire Auxiliary, by Mr. R. 
Revi D. Tones .iiscscccssserree 0 10 0. Harwood, Treasurer. 
a 7 A850) MOnaccoult tandeataccsiee nsanenseae 200 YOO 
artney :— 
Unione okaci nk: og 168 WALES. 
Mrs. Gilliat ....... 010° 0 Wrexham :— 
Box and Card, b Collections; 86. s.<sivccvarcevesovsecguaseness 00 0 0 
Willoughby s.icieenwswe 1 3 0 Amlwch, by Mr. George Palmer. 
Box, by Miss E. Willoughby 019 8 COMECHON Siaeemssceegetedecrrotireunververeeee 4. 0 0 
5.9 4 ; 
Spalding :— Foreign. 
COUSCHING cis cecedveovteniecetevene? ULL AD Netherlands Auxiliary, by Rev. S.~- 
Deeping Fen :— MPGYSE Wert cesceiaee edbvoccvtecsetettcerecrrenveees colar 70 


COLMECTIONS ccccccrseercsecserveee O 9. O 


OX vevsecersrserseversercsserveves O 2 8 


— 


8 3° 2 N.B. The remittances from Liverpool and Bir- 
Spilsby :— Mmingham will be acknowledged when the lists are 
Collections ssssersescocrsveveccrereveoreuves 12 19 8 } sents 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Treasurers of Auciliary Societies, and other friends, who have monies in hand on account of 
the Mission, are earnestly requested to forward the amount to Fen-court without delay, Payments 
to a large amount are coming due, much beyond the sum in hand to meet them, 


Those friends who have applied to the publishers in vain for copies of the first Number of our 


new series, for June last, are respectfully informed that it has been reprinted, and may be had in 
the usual way. ‘The demand has so greatly increased as to render it necessary to print a consi- 
derably larger number than formerly, a: ' 


The friends who inquire after Mr, George Pearce are informed that he is at Leamington, and 


has derived some benetit from the waters there, but is still much too weak"to undertake any pub- 
lic engbgements, ee sr ; : 


, Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Funds of the Baptist Missionary Society will be-thank- 
fully received by the Treasurer or Secretary, at the Mission-House, 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street, 
London; in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher Anderson, or H.D. Dickie, Esq. ; in Glasgow, 
by Mr. Joseph Swan; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., Camden-street; at the Baptist Mission- 


and at New York, U.S. by W. Colgate, Esq. 


W. TYLER, PRINTER, 5, BOLT-COURT, LONDON. 


. oS 


Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. James Thomas ; at Kingston, Jamaica, by the Rey. Joshua Tingon } 


t 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen’s 
Row, Walworth; by the Rev. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 
Street; and the Rev. SterHen Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
Mixxarp, Bishopsgate Street ; C. Burxs, Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; Sanpsrs, 104, 
Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. 
C. AnvERson, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh: the Rev. 
J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, Dublin; by Mr. J. Horxins, Bull Street, 
Birmingham ; by Mr. J. H. Atnen, Norwich; and by any Baptist-Minister, in any of our 
principal towns. 


For the following letter the Secretary is indebted to a commercial gentleman from one 
of our midland towns, who has laid the Society under considerable obligations by the atten- 
tion which he has given on the spot to some of the operations of the Society. It is 
inserted as a disinterested and valuable testimony to the labours of the Society, and we 
are grateful for the kind permission given by our esteemed friend to publish his letter. 
If Christians travelling commercially in Ireland would all do as our excellent friend has 
done, the Society would be in no difficulty, either as to a general feeling of its value and 
importance, or as to a liberal support. 

It may be added, that sometime since the Secretary received, verbally, a similar testi- 
mony concerning another part of Ireland, and other agents, from our excellent friend 
Rey. Thomas Willcocks. 


My Drar Sir, Leicester, Sept. 7, 1839. 

I promised you, in May last, that during my annual visit to Belfast inquiry should be 
made about your missionary, Mr. Young, and now embrace the first opportunity of 
reporting the result. After an unsuccessful attempt to raise a congregation in that town, 
his attention was directed to a part of the county of Down, (situated about ten or twelve 
miles from Belfast,) where a great destitution of the means of grace existed, but which 
was full of promise. In the first interview with Mr. Young, I expressed a wish to see 
his various stations, that I might be enabled to give you some account of them; and 
accordingly, on Thursday evening, August 29, the first meeting was held at Ballysallagh, 
where a very numerous and most attentive congregation assembled at a very short notice. 

On last Sabbath morning we met at Crawfordsburn, where I had recommended an open 
air service; but this being prevented by the inclemency of the weather, the congregation 
obtained the loan of a large school house, which was speedily filled with hearers, whose 
attention would shame that of many of our English congregations. At five o'clock, ser- 
vice was held at Conleg, the school-room was crowded, and all eagerly listened to the 
words of everlasting life. : z 

At seven o’clock we met at Bangor a good congregation, though not so numerous as at 
the other places. Making every allowance for an increased attendance, as the result of 
a very general public announcement of Mr. Young’s, (made without my knowledge or 
consent,) that a ‘‘deputation from England” would attend at all the services, I was yet _ 
much surprised at the numbers who flocked to the various places, and was glad to find 
that a spirit of hearing prevails throughout the neighbourhood. : a5 

Mr. Young preached at all the places, anid at each called on the “ deputation !!” to. 
address the congregation ; to which a consciously feeble, though very cheerful Rar Jee 
was yielded, May the great Head of the Church own these attempts to enlarge hi : 
kingdom, with his own blessing ! f ; ; ee 

Crawfordsburn, Conleg, and Ballysallagh, are destitute of any places of worship, afid; = Ss 
are each about three miles from any. In the population there are few, if any, Catholics ;. - 
the great majority are Presbyterians, amongst whom are many of the ‘excellent of the." 
earth,” with, I regret to add, many Arians and Socinians, and very, very many more 2 


— 


\ the “form of godliness, without the power.” . : — 

Bee cays. ence of thé piektonaey for this district must evidently, from its central situa. 

tion, be at Bangor; where, although there are places of worship, there is every proba 
F his raising an interest. 

eos ee fo me, that Crawfordsburn, Conleg, and Ballysallagh, present a most 


favourable opening for the labours of a devoted missionary of the Cross, uP should not 
favoura x fase a 


“ 


— aa 


©, = 
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only statedly preach, but go from house to house, proclaiming the glad tidings of salva- 
A Scripture-reader would also be a great blessing in this district, and, if possible, 


tion. 
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efficient Sabbath schools should be established. 

I can have no hesitation in recommending the Committee to station Mr. Young (whose 
labours appear to be acceptable) in the places mentioned, believing that God’s word, 
faithfully ministered there, “ will not return unto him void.” ; 4 - 

There is much in the present state of Ireland that is very cheering; a manifest im- 
provement in all respects has taken place, but especially in the bold front which all sec- 


tions of the church have presented to the advance of Popery. 


The ministers of the 


Gospel seem for the most part self-denying and laborious, “ determined to know nothing 


among- men but Christ Jesus the Lord.” 


May He “whose they are, and whom they 


serve,” increase their usefulness a thousand fold! ; 
If ever there was a period when the enlarged exertions of your excellent Society were 
more required than another, it is surely now; when the “fields are white unto the har- _ 


vest,” and the cry is wafted on every breeze, “Come over and help us.” 


When will 


our British Baptist churches appreciate and efficiently sustain your efforts ! 
Accept of the enclosed 201. as an instalment-of the debt which I feel personally to 


owe, and believe me, 
Rev. S. Green. 


The following account of an annual Asso- 
ciation in Mr. M‘Carruy’s district is taken 
from his letter of the 10th of August :— 


Our annual Union meeting has just end- 
ed, and this I can say, almost in raptures, 
it commenced and ended gloriously ; and 
the impression made, I do hope and believe, 
will never be effaced. It is becoming every 
year more and more efficient. O that I had 
it in my power, at my own expense, to in- 
vite ministers to our assistance ! I have such 
complex feelings, sorrow and joy, at this 
moment, I find I must drive both away, or 
stop my pen. 

Heayen let his blissful face be seen, 
“ Immortal was the joy. 

On Friday, the 2d inst, our little town 
was enlivened by the arrival of many who 
were coming to our aid in the nameof the 
Lord. Our neighbour, Mr. B—, who isa 
Methodist, without solicitation, gave us the 
use of his meeting-house in this town, in 
which the Rev. Mr. King, an able minister 
of God's word, preached from Col. i, 28, at 
: seven o’clock in the evening, and we were 
‘ all ready to exclaim, ‘* Because you have 
said this unto us, gladness hath filled our 
Sie hearts.” This is the third year he has lent 
___ his powerful aid to our assistance. On Sa- 
bie: turday, the 3d, we proceeded to Ferbane, the 
intended field of operations, and at seven 
 o’clock in the evening we commenced sing- 
ing “O'er the gloomy hills of darkness,” 
One of the brethren offered an address to 
the throne of grace, the Rev. Mr. Sharman, 
from Coolany, preached from Rom. viii, 31. 
and another concluded in prayer. I was 
_ glad to hear some of our friends, who knew 


by our Society, say how delighted they wete 
at the improvement he had made in his 
_ knowledge of evangelical doctrines. We 
felt the droppings of a heavenly shower, and 
all seemed to anticipate something stupen- 


’ 


My dear Sir, yours faithfully, 


| this moment shining gloriously. After sing- 


and heard him preach before he was engaged 


C, B. RoBINSon. 


dous on the approaching and long wished 
for day. Lord’s day, the 4th, from an early 
hour in the morning, we were enlivened at 
seeing our brethren and friends coming in 
from all directions. At seven o’clock we 
again proceeded to the meeting-house, and 
after the usual routine of singing and prayer, 
the Rev. Mr. Nicholson, from the north of 
Treland, who kindly accepted of our invita. 
tion, preached from Rom. viii.14. Here, 
too, as the natural sun climbed the heavens 
with an increasing exhibition of his glory, 
did also the God of all grace give us fresh 
and renewed manifestations of his divine 
presence and his glory. This meeting con- 
tinued till nine o’clock; atten our frierids 
and brethren returned, and a prayer meeting 
was conducted, principally to invoke the di- 
vine blessing on the candidates for baptism, 
who were then present, and to give to such 
persons as chose an opportunity of asking 
them a reason of the hope that is in them,: 
which I am sure they would do, with meek- 
ness and fear. This necessary, lovely, and 
solemn meeting having terminated we pro. 
ceeded to the river, which is quite contigu- 
ous. It is situated, gliding its way through 
a field, at the rear of our worthy deacon’s 
house, Mr. Abraham Bagnall. The scenery 
-is almost beyond description, hills, valleys, - 
groves, and water, strike the eye with admi- 
ration in all directions. The sun was at 


ing a suitable hymn, I addressed the people. 
A deep and solemn sense of the divine pre- 
sence rested on every individual while E 
baptized the following persons: Catherine- 
Shea, of Rahere; Joseph Holliday, of 
Clare; William Martin, of Rahere; and 
John Meath, of Tullamore. While I and 
the newly-baptized persons retired to conve. 
nient places for dressing, our two brethren, 
Sharman and Mullarky, engaged alternatel 
in prayer, We had every thing area. = 


- 
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for preaching in the fields, but a heavy 
shower having subverted our design, we 
soon had the forms replaced in the meeting 
house. After singing our favourite hymn, 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” 


brether Mullarky prayed, and the Rey. Mr. 
Hamilton, from Youghal, preached from Jer. 
iv. 19, and he was followed by the Rey. 
Mr. King, who prayed, and preached from 
1 John v. 9, and we sung this chorus three 
times over— 


* O how precious is the sound of Jesus’ name !”” 


and he concluded in prayer. Both of the 
sermous made a deep impression on the 
minds of the people. The former was ad- 
mired for his fine flow of evangelical truth, 
and the other, though not less so in this re- 
spect, wasadmired for his almost matchless 
flow of oratory. In the evening we reassem- 
bled, and each seemed anxious to see which 
would first resume his seat in the little 
sanctuary. Brother Sharman commenced 
by prayer, brother Mullarky preached from 
1 Cor. i. 30, and was followed by Mr. King, 
from Hosea vi. 4, We then sung the cho- 
rus three times over, 


** Gracious Saviour, own me in that day for thine,” 


and he concluded in prayer. This was not 
all, for after tea the Bible was called for ; 
we read, and sung, and prayed, till prudence 
told us it was time to take repose. Monday 
morning, about seven o’clock, we came to- 
yether as fresh as ever, neither weary in body 
or mind. Brother Sharman prayed, and 


brother Hamilton preached from Johnii. 25, . 


and brother King concluded by a most thril- 
ling and appropriate prayer. There was one 
thing which characterised the whole proce- 
dure, which I cannot, ought not to omit. 
‘While we were mercifully preserved from 
apathy on the one hand, we were as gra- 
ciously preserved from enthusiasm on the 
other. 1 saw not one individual who seem- 
ed to think the meetings were wearisome, 
but rather seemed to think he could live his 
lifein them. ‘ My happy soul could stay, 
in such a frame as this,” seemed to me to 
be the universal feeling. Monday evening, 
at Kilbeggan, brother Hamilton prayed, and 
brother Mullarky preached from Rey, vii. 
10; andon Tuesday evening, at the same 
place, brother Hamilton preached from Heb. 
ix. 27,28. He concluded the whole of the 
evening service. . 

Thus from Friday evening to Tuesday 
evening we were one way or another en- 
gaged in the good work, and I am convinced 
our labour was not in vain in the Lord. On 
the way home, an interesting young man, 
who has for some time been under serious 
impressions, met us, and said, “I will also 
join the church ; all my scruples have been 
temoyed while at the meeting.” And to 
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another he said, “I can hold out no longer, 
my heart is quite full. Icalled at a friend’s 
place, and she said my daughter and some 
other young women were at the meeting ; 
she will join you, so will they, and so will I, 
we all see you are right.” While writing, a 
friend called in, and said your brother Abra. 
ham Flint was baptized at the new Baptist 
meeting-house, Lower Abbey-street, Dub- 


‘lin, last Sunday, and a young man whose 


name I know not; and Mr. Flint requested 
me particularly to tell you, he is your son in 
the Lord. 


Mr. THomas writes from Limerick, Aug. 
19, 1839, to the Secretary— 


Isend John Nash’s journal. It appears - 
he has been very much about among the 
poor Irish people in Kerry, and has-read _ 
the Scriptures to them very extensively and 
acceptably. O, what wonders might be 
done, were it not for the power of priest- 
craft, in its preventing and ruinous influence; 
and destructive operations! Nor are its evil 
workings confined to the papal system of 
spiritual tyranny, and degrading and de- 
structive imposition, but are too frequently 
manifested by those who profess to know 
better things; not, probably in so deadly and 
malignant a manner. “ But if there was no 
enemy there»would be no victory, and I 
heard a good person say, “no cross, no 
crown.” The Baptist Irish Society has 
abundant cause for gratitude and confidence 
in the Lord, and should take fresh courage 
and “go forward” in his strength, for He 
has signally and extensively acknowledged 
and blessed their labours, not only in scrip- 
turally educating tens of thousands, and 
circulating the divine volume so extensively, 


/but in the conversion of sinners, by the 


preaching of the everlasting Gospel. Has 
not this Society sent many precious souls to 
glory, through faith in the name of the Lord - 
Jesus, who were dead in sins, sunk in su- ; 
perstition, and deceived by self-righteous- 
ness—ail ignorant of his person, work, grace, 
and salvation? Yes, I could mention many 
of their names, with joy and devout grati- 
tude to the Father of mercies, and I could 
mention many others also, who bear testi- __ 

mony to the influence of the. Lord’s truth 

and the power of his grace, in different 
parts of the country, in England, in Ame- = 
rica, in Australia. One teaches a Christian 
school on the Continent, another preached —— 
the Gospel in the West Indies, another — 
preaches in England very extensively; there — 
are four of my members in Dublin, two of © 
them, I may add a third, well able to preach 
the Gospel. Our brethren here are praying 
people, This I mention, to show that the 
Society has not laboured in vain, even in 
this most Popish district, where the name __ 


Wo 


4 
a 
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524 IRISH CHRONICLE. 


of a Baptist was:scarcely known, and with. 
out a place of public worship in this city, 
except my own hired house. JI have gone 
every-where, as much as in my power, I 
trust, proclaiming the Lord’s truth, and I 
greatly regret I have not been able to do 
more. 

Dear Mr. Trestrail was here on his return 
from Cork to England, and preached to my 
roomful of people, on the 22d of July; so 
did Mr. Hamilton, of Youghal, in a few 
days after. Then Mr. Hoskins came, and 
preached on the Lord’s day morning, Au- 
gust 4, after which I administered the or- 
dinance of the Lord’s supper. He was 
asked to preach at Dr. Townley’s in the 
evening, to which we agreed, and I took 
him to preach at Castleconnell next day, 
which he did to a respectable congregation. 
Our brethren are men of a right spirit—I 
was rejoiced to see them. 


JoHN MonaGHAN, a Reader, writes, Au- 
gust 30th :— 


I feel happy toinform you, that during 
this month I have had many interesting op- 
portunities of reading the Scriptures to poor 
sinners, endeavouring on all occasions» to 
direct their attention to the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world; and 
I am also happy.to inform you, that in de- 
spite of every effort of priestly -opposition 
which is put in’ full force at present, the 
work ofthe Lord is progressively advancing, 
in proportion as the people are brought to 
hear his holy word in their native language. 

On the 8th instant, a woman, with whom 
I conversed along the road, alluded in ‘the 
course of conversation to the favourable 
appearance of the harvest. After answer- 
ing her in the affirmative, I told her that 
there was another harvest, of greater import- 
ance to us, approaching, and that it would 


be well for us could we say so much for it.. 


She anxiously inquired what I meant by 
1 replied, the harvest of 
the soul, referring her to the words of our 
Lord in the last verses of the 9th of Mat- 
thew, and other similar passages, . making 


some remarks on: these scriptures as I pro- 
~ eeeded, 


During this time she appeared 
strictly attentive. When we came as far as 
her house, she invited me in, telling me 
that her daughter had been for a long time 
past a pupil in one of our schools at Chaff- 


~- 
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pool, where she was taught reading, writing, 
and needlework, as the mistress there usually 
assisted the master in the school; that to 
her great regret, within these few weeks 
past, the priest insisted that she should 
withdraw her child from it, on the ground 
that the books read were contrary to her 
religious principles. But, said she, “ in 
what you have~told me about that book 
there is nothing contrary, and if I knew it 
was so all through, I would not be said nay 
by him, nor deprive my child of so favour. 
able an opportunity.” I then read the 11th 
of Matthew, and portions from John v. 
and 2 Tim. iii. &e, all showing our great 
necessity of an acquaintance with God’s 
word; and I finally read and explained the 
whole of the 4th of Acts. During this time 
she was all attention, and on closing the 
book, she emphatically prayed the Lord to 
bless them who taught her child to read its 
sacred contents; ‘‘and from this forth,” 
said she, “ she shall constantly read it for 
me, and no.man shall persuade me to de- 
ptive her of that blessed privilege.” 

I spent a considerable part of the 21st, 
23d, and 26th instants in reading and con- 
versation with a poor travelling woman who 
was confined to her bed, ina little hut which 
the inhabitants erected for her by a ditch 
side. On the 23d, when inquiring how she 
felt, she answered, ‘“‘ very sick—I suppose 
it is death.” I told her to look to Jesus, 
in whom alonesthe death of his people is 
made precious in the sight of God, and read . 
and explained the 5th of 2 Cor. Although 
her sickness seemed very severe at the time, 
she heard with earnest auanttant frequently 
praying the Lord to look upon her in mercy. 

When calling to her again on the 26th, 
she seemed much rejoiced, and said she 
longed to see me. In reply to how she felt, 
she answered, ‘‘near my end, but very 
happy ; I trust I shall soon enjoy the pre- 
sence of my God.” In subsequent answers 
to other questions, she gave good reason to 
believe that her hope was well grounded. 
At length, seeing that her sickness began to 
increase, I read the 5th of Romans and 
prayed, in which I believe she fervently 
accompanied me; and when parting, she 
earnestly requested I would soon call again, 
but in a few hours after her spirit departed 
from its frail body, I trust to enjoy a bliss. 
ful immortality. : 5s egg tan 
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